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Minimum voting age is 18 in most
countries and territories

Number of countries and territories where the minimum
voting age in national elections is___ years old

Other | 2
No information/
not applicable

Note: Data available for 237 countries and territories.
Source: ACE Electoral Knowledge Network database. Accessed
October 2020.
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Top 10 Countries with the Highest Voter Turnout:*

Rank Country

10

Rwanda

Laos
Turkmenistan
Singapore
Vietnam

Nauru

Ethiopia
Equatorial Guinea
Togo

Antigua and Barbuda

Election Type & Year

2017 Presidential

2021 Parliamentary

2022 Presidential

2020 Parliamentary

2021 Parliamentary

2019 Parliamentary

2021 Parliamentary

2016 Presidential

2020 Presidential

2014 Parliamentary

Turnout (%)

98.15

98.02

97.17

95.81

95.60

95.13

93.64

92.70

92.28

90.27

 g—



B - NPy BiBOOmH PSMEE®
1947 - 2020
SEOOH m OB §O gﬁm o8zedBo s
U sele eo@d eafe eomd 0dmed
e 88en0

o8 s5doe Dpnd 630 eniie s B0

1947 3,048,145 1,710,150 56.10% 44,570 2.61%
1952 2,990,912 2,114,615 70.70% 37,552 1.78%
1956 3,464,159 2,391,538 69.04% 30,683 1.28%
1960 (March) 3,724,507 3,041,420 81.66% 32,040 1.05%
1960 (July) 3,724,507 3,076,869 82.61% 22,225 0.72%
1965 4710887 3,821,918 81.13% 33,234 0.87%
1970 5,505,028 4,991,798 90.68% 25,828 0.52%
1977 6,667,589 6,243,573 93.64% 32,989 0.53%
OB Becicn @O @S

1989 9,374,164 5962031 63.60% 365,563 6.13%
1994 10,945,065 8,344,095 76.24% 400,389 4.80%
2000 12,071,062 9,128,823 75.63% 481,155 5.27%
2001 12,428,762 9,449,813 76.03% 493,944 5.23%
2004 12,899,139 9,797,680 75.96% 534,948 5.46%
2010 14,088,500 8,630,689 61.26% 596,972 6.92%
2015 15,044,490 | 11,684,098 77.66% 517,123 4.43%
2020 16,263,885 12,343,392 75.89% 744,373 6.03%
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Higher Ordination of Bhikkhunis:
Some Reflections on the Current Debate

D.K.M. Kaushalya Karunasagara'
Abstract

In Asian culture, almost all social institutions including religious
institutions are male dominated. In religious contexts usually the
decision-making power is wielded by male participants and
sometimes decisions which concern women are also taken by them.
In the Sri Lankan context, the existence of the Bhikkhunt order is not
accepted by the Bhikkhu order authorities and not recognized by the
Sri Lankan government based on the decision of Bhikkhu community
by emphasizing that religious authority is more valued than the
constitution of the country. Bhikkhuni's 'Right to Franchise’ is
denied as their identity is not approved by the government and they
are recognized only as a Dasasil Mata. This controversy extends by
developing different interpretations to Buddhist Vinaya rules enacted
by the Buddha regarding Bhikkhunis. The aim of this paper is to
appraise the Vinaya rules related to Bhikkhunis in order to evaluate
the validity of the rationality held by the Bhikkhu authority
regarding their vejection of reviving the Bhikkhuni order in Sri
Lanka. A descriptive content and historical analysis of the
information from both primary and secondary sources reveals that
the controversy around Bhikkhunt's rights to franchise and
continued denunciation of the Bhikkhuni order has been a result of
Vinaya rules being interpreted wrongly. Therefore, the paper
concludes that the matter of accepting a revival of the Bhikkhunt
order should be solved as seon as possible by the most venerable
Maha Sangha of all three nikdyas coming to a fair decision.
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