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FINAL REPORT
ON
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS = 2002 /2003

RATIONALE FOR ELECTION MONITORING

PAFFREL's main objectives at its mecptien n 1987 included mobvaton and
encouragement of voters 1o exercise their basic nght and go to polls, promation of a
community effort that would prevent violence before, during and afler the clections
anel undertaking an elecrion watch which would help to prevent abuses and violations
of election law and which would observe the manner in which the poll was being
condueted throuph out the country in as many arcas as possible. In later years the
obiectives were extended to cover voter education, gowd governance and civie
empowerment for strenglhening deinoeratic ingtitutions, It was in pursuance of the
main objeciives of FATTREL and the neced to camry out these functiens on a
continuing basis that the menitoring of the local government elections March, 2002
was undertaken.

BACKGROUND OF THE LOCAL COVERNMENT ELECTIONS 20062

The UNF povernment which came into power afler the General Elections 2001 on a4
platfermi of peace and good ecenarmic managament quickly reciprocated the unilateral
cease fire declared by the LTTE and immoediaely took: steps 1o remove the restrichions
on flow of poods to the North and Ilast and sirengthen Lthe rehabibhlalion work. The
peace process was thus set in motion and the unilateral ceasefire culminated 1n the
signing of the ceasefire agreement in February, 2002. The government was keen to
utilize the local government election as an opportunity to seek the re-affinmation of
public support for the peace process. The opposition, particularly the PA was alfected
by post general elechon developments; the post election violence and the remand
imprisonment of many PA election organizers on grounds of alleged election violence
and malpractices affecied the morale of the PA supporters and the organizational
abiliry of the PA. These factors coupled with the belief that voters vote Tor the party in
power immediately after a general election contmbuted to expectations of low woter
turn out at the local govemment elecions. The UNF focused on national issucs in iis
clection campaign and the local government 1ssues got submerged in 1t

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
HELD IN 20402 / 2003

The locdl government authorities have a nomnal term of 3 wears. The local
government elections were thus dee in March 2000, but 1t was postponed by the
previous government under the emergency regulations. Under the prevailing local
government elections law, clection for all local government authorities have o he
held on a single day. In the past there had been instunces when local government
clections were not conducted in the North and Fast due o securily and other
considerarions. But elections in the other seven provinces were held on the same day.
The Local Government Elections 2002 / 2003 mark a variation in this practice.
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Although a ceuse-fire is in force, elections in the North and Fast pravinces, except in
the Sinhalese people domunated areas of the Ampara Dislnet, were postponed at the
request af the Tamil National Alliance. Even in the seven provinees elections were
Leld on different dates. Elections for 222 local government institutions were held on
the 20" of March, 2002. Elections for ¢ight local government institutions weie held on
26% March. 2002, Elections for 17 local govemnment instituions were pastpaned (o
20th May, 2002, until the deterrmnation of the court cases pertaining 1o the rejection
of nomination papers by the Election Commissioner. Elections to the lnacal
govemnment institutions in the Northern province and in some parts of the Bastern
province was posipoped to June, 2003. But the elections were not held n that day.
Another feature of the local government elections 2002 / 2003 was the announcement
of the results of the elections on completion of each stage. This was inevitable in view
of the big time guap between the vanous stages ol the elections. It 1s hoped that this
practice would not create a precedence because the announcement of results on that
hasis is bound to influence the results of the elections 1o be held i subsequent slages,

The Election to Akurcssa PS in the Matara district was held later ie.. on Sth May
2003, following as a decision of the Court, on a petiion filed with regard 0 the
rejection of the nomination list ol the [TNP.

PRE-ELECTION WORK BY PAFFREL

PAFFREL's expericnce in moniloring  elections and  producing  independent
monitoring 1eparts since its establishment has sugpesied tiat action on a broader front
is requited o discourage and eliminale clection violenice and  malpractices.
Recommendations by both international election momiors and local monitors have
been ignored. Election viclence and violations contintie unabated as new devices and
methods of elections violence and violarions arc undertaken by political parties m the
electoral process. The realization of the need for achon on a broader front led
PAFFREL to initiate and implement programmes of voter education and civie
empowerment for stengthening democratic inslitutions and creating a community
movement to discourage clection violence and to promote free and fair elections.
''hese projects supported by donor agencies 4im o motivate and cncourage voters 1o
sxercive their democratic right of the vote, 1o promals a community cffort that wonld
prevent violence and malpractices before, during and after elections, to make
recommendations for the improvement of the cxristing processes and institutions
pertaining to elections, Lo educate volers (o promota the civie consensus that helps i
establishing and maintaining standards of good governance in the country and to
propagate values and enteria for selestion of candidates and voting that would help m
electing a political leadership and representanives who are free of corruption and ely
accountable to the people. The project media biitz o discourage election violence;
implemented with funding from the grant assislance for grass roole projects, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs — Japan specifically targeted the local government elections March,
2002, The efforts under this project to motivate and eneouTage voLers 10 exercise their
hasic democratic right of vote and go to the polls seem to have had a positive impact
on the voter turnout at this election where the voter participation was expected to be
low due o the low morale of the main oppasition party and its lack of adequate
preparedness for the election. This projeet also contributed ta refocus the attention of
{he voting public to local government issues when the UNF gavernment strived o
base their campaign on national issucs at this election

i
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The Local Government Elections 2002 marks the introduction of another new feature
in the elecion monilonng process. An all parly monitoring centre where
representanives of contesting political parties together with Police election authorities
collaborated i monitonng the clection and m dealing with clection related violence
and violations. Although this mechznism was not fully operdtive this election it can be
an etfective tool for containing election related violence and violations if the polineal
parties collaborate in this manner in future clecnions, A joint declaration at the
national level signed hy the general secretaries of gl the mam coptesting polineal
parties launched the all party manitoring scheme.

THE ORGANIZATIONAL SETUP FOR MONITORING
THE LOCAT. GOVERNMENT FLECTTONS 2003

Monitoring work at this elsction was made more complicared and difficult by the
postponement of elecuons in some areas and the conduct of the clections in several
stapes: In addition to logistical problems it also entanled repeation of some activities
ar various stages As usual monitoring was undertaken by the network of PAFFREL's
partner organizations comprising the Mavement for Free and Fair Flections, the
Sarvodava Shramadana Movement, Conference of all Ceylon Young Mens Mushm
Asgsociations, Center for Sociery and Relipion, Nattonal Peace Council, Community
Eduocation Center, SEDEC, The National Conferénce on Rehigien and Peace and the
Conference af major supenors which have therr net works: of grass joot level
OTEATHZANONE:

PAFFRELs momuonng work commmenced with the estabhishmenr of disiner unis
which coordinarad ail the preparatory work, mobilized the volunteers who were
deployed for monitonng and orgamzed and impiemented the trasming proprams. The
monitoring work covered the electon campaign Irom the date nominations of
candidates were accepted to the day preceding the polling day, and the post election
period of two weeks immediately following the elections. PAFFREL obscrved over
1,000 polling stations in all stages of the Electians.

PATTREL deployed tluee seis of momtors for the monttoring activity. Une sot was
pasted 1o polling stations where they abserved the poll from stant 1o finish. Compared
o General Elections there was limited apphication of this method in this Local
Government Election. The other was organized in mobile teams each assigned a
group of polling stations which they visited dunng the pells. These were the mohile
monilornng leams. PAFFREL uscd more than 300 mobile teams m its election day
monitoring strategy. This was the dominant method of election monitenng used in
this local government elections. In addition to these twa typas of monitors PATTREL
alse secured the active parlicipation of voters in monitorng the election in the process
af their voting, This third type of monitoring was called the voter-relay. The valer
relay was designed to cnable a group of about 12 voters to vote m a sequence at
repular intervals of hall 10 one hour ftom the opening to the closure of the poll and
wecord tieir observations of the polling stations and the surmounding area at the time of
their voting.
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STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

This report has been structured in a way 1o reflect the distinet characlensues of this
local government elections, particolarly the conduct of the elections 1n several stages.
‘The report covess the elections held 1 stages separaiely, provides information under
the heads. pre-polls, the polls day snd the post elecrion penod Information is
provided under Distriet and local povernment mstaturions  depending on the
availahility of information. General observations and recommeandations are given in
the final parts of the report.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS, MARCH 20™ 2002

The elections 1o 222 of the 311 Iocal bodies in the country were held on 20th Murch
2002, Twenty political parties and 300 independent groups contested the elections
held in 7335 polling stations.

This report is based on reports recetved from PATTREL/MFFE election observers in
the field. Approximately, 200 mobile teams covenng 152 local authorty areas were
deploved. These reports were supplemented by information on the siluation i polling
stations obtained through a voter relay programme orgamzed for the purpose and
reporis of incidents sent through telephone and fax by political parties and other
arEanrialions.

In the pre poll period there were in all 101 complamts of which 79 were by the JVP,
16 by PA, 3 by UNP, 2 by other and 1 by unkrown individuais/party. The TVP thus
acconnied for 78.2 % of the complants, PA 15.8% and UNP 2.9%.

Bulk of the complaints were against the UNP. Of the 101 complamts 85 were against
the UNP, 4 against PA, 3 against other and 9 against unidentuficd individuals/party.
The UINP thus sceounted for 84.1% of the complaints made, unidentified party 8.9%,
PA 3.9% and other 2.9 %.

The election violations and irrczularities have been categorized under the headings:
assault, damage to property, chasing polling agents, stulling ballot boxes, threats and
intimidation, snatching poll cards, carrving arms and use of firearms. The category ol
assault topped the list with 56 complaints followed by threats and intimudation 26,
damage to property 13, arson 3 and removing poll cards 3. In terms of perventages
category of assault accounted for 554 %, followed by threats and mrimidation 23.7
%, damage lo praperty 12.8 %, arson 3.1 % and removal of poll cards 3.0 %.

District wise, complaints were received from 17 seventeen districts in the pre poll
period. Gampaha district headed the list with 22 complaints followed by Colomba 13,
Anuradhapura 11, Ramnapura 11, Kegalle 10, Kurunegala 8, Matara 4, Polonnaruwa 2,
Badulla 2, Kandy 3, Galle 2, Matara 2, Monaragaia 2 and Hambantota, Kalutara and
Nuwara-eliya | each,

There was & drop in the number complaints on the poll day. 81 complaints were

received on the poll day compared with 101 in the pre-poil peniod. PA accounted for
58 of the complaints followed by unidentified individuals / party 11, VP 11, other 1
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and UNF 0. The main complainant in the pre poll penod was the JVE. But on the poll
day PA became the main the complainant. In terms of percentages PA aceounted fo
71.8 % of the complainty followed by JVP 13.6 %, unidentified individuals / party
13.6 % and other 1.2%,

Most of the complaints were sgainst the UNP, Of the 81 comnlaints, 54 were agrinst
the UNP, 26 againsl unidentified individuals/party, and | against other. No complaints
were recorded against the I'VE and the PA Tn percentage terms, UNP accavnted for
A6 8% followed by unidentified individuals / party 32.1% und other 1.2%.

By category of vinlations and irregularities, threats and intimidations topped the list
with 24 cases {ollowed by chasing polling agents 15, assaults 14, stuifing of hallat
boxes 10, damage to propenty 6, removal of polling cards 5 and carrying firearms 4. In
percentage tems, flucals and intimidations accounted for 233 %, chasing polling
agents 18 5 %, asssuls 17.3 9%, stoffing of ballot boxes 12.4 % damage to propery
74 %, removal of polling cards 6.2 % and carving fire anns 5 %,

District wise, complaints were received from 9 distriets ¢n the poll day, Gampaha
district topped the list with 36 complamts, followed hy Kurnesala 17. Pattalama 10.
Matara 7 Ratnapura 4, Matale 3. Kandy 1, Monaragala 1, and Kalurara 1. The
Ciampaha district headed the list of complaints 25 in the pre slection periad. The
number of disticts, which recorded complaints was 9 when compared with 17 in the
pre election period. Some distnicis, which secorded incidents in the pre election
period, did net record anv incidents on the palle day. These disinets are Colombe,
Kegalle, Antradhapuia, Galle, Polonnarawa, Badulla, [ambantora, Trncomales and
Nuwara-cliya. Colombo, which recorded 15 incidents in the pre pull period, did not
record any incident on the polls day. In Gampaha, the number of incidents inczeased
1o 36 on the poll day from 22 in the pre poll period. Tn Kumuncgala tao there was
simikar increase in number of incidents from 8 to 17. Puttalam, which did not have
pre poll incidents, had 9 incidents on the poll dav.

One of the notable featuies of elecrions in the country both general elections and local
government clections 15 the widespread incidence of election violence, violations and
irregulatitics in certain areas and relatively free and fair elections in most other arcas.
The reasons for this phenomenon have not been advguately investigated and anal ysed
The incidence ol violations and irregularities in certain arczs has been generally
attributed 1o the actions of individual politicians of political parties who are allceed to
be prone to violent politics. However, growing evidence from past elections suggests
that violations und irregularities are pre-mediated and pre-planned by political paries,
particularly, the two main parties. No political party wishes o have its domestic and
imtemnational image damaged by committing incidents of violence and irregulanties
activities through vut the country, ‘They purposely plan to commut violence, vialations
and malpractices only where it 1s necessary. The objective is to get the 1equired
additional scats necessary to form a government or an administration. Violence and
aregulanities are penerally concentraled in arcas where party streneths are cvenly
balanced. Political parties have their strong and weak areas. These relative strengths
are reviewed constantly and specifically on the eve of an election to lake measures
both legitimate and Lrregular o maximize support for the party. The imegularities arc
dictated by the nature of the cumrent constitution which does not enable any panty to
obtain & clear majority to form a stable government or administration,
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The validity of this hypothesis 15 evident from the fact (hat the incidents of vialence
and iregulantics are generally concentrated in districts and arcas where voler suppon
15 evenly halanced between the two man parties and the number of seats contested 15
high. The distnets, wihich fall into this category, ure Gampaha, Colombe, Kurunegala,
Anuradhapura, Matara and Kandy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION WISE ANALYSIS UNDER
DISTRICTS

COLOMBO DISTRICT
Pre poll period

Maharagama Prodesihiya Sabha

4 incidents were reported from the Maharagama I'S. All the complaints were from the
IVP. In one instance, UNP supporters threatened Upali Costa and tried to paste
posters of L. Galhena, In another instance, JVP candidare Bodhipala was assaulied by
UNP supporters. Buming of the Maharagam clecuon office of the JVP candidute Mr.
Upali Costa by UNP supporiers was reporied. At Maharagama the JVP party office
was burned by an unidentified graup.

Moratuwe UC

JVP candidate Nihal Yatagama and his supporters were assaulted by UNP supporters
traveling in van No. 1550 3940, In another instance, shops belunging o Ashoka and
Sn Ranasinghe were damaged by Malani Gunaratna's supporters. VP candidates of
Moratuwa UC, Sunil Jayaratne and Suresh Indika were also assaulted by UNP
supporters.

Kotte MU

Kotte MC UNP candidate 5. Cooray abused and threatened a sioup of women pasting
posters. In another instance, GG, Wasantha and Sugath Premachandra were assaulted
4t Nawala while pasting posters, by UNP Sura) Jayusuriva's supporters raveling in a
van 15 Sn 3944,

Moranowa PS
Moratuwa UC candidate Manard Peins's UNP supporters had threatened TVP
members.

Kaduwela F§

JIVP candidate Gunawardenz Galgamuwa's house was damaged by an unidentified
group. In another instance, Kaduwela PS UNP candidute Anil Perera thrcatened and
assaulled Ananda Duminda and Gayan.

Homagama PS

Homagama P’S JVP candidute Chaminda Suraj and his mother were assaulted by Sumil
and his supporters s1id to be UNP supporters.
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Kesbawea PY
IVP supporters were assaulted by UNP supporters. Dazyawanse Athukorale was
abducted and assanlted and Janaka was threatened.

Colomba MC
Colombe MC JVP candidate Mahesh Privantha's election hill boards were damaged
by LINF supporters.

"olls day vielations
o incidents were reported in any of the local zovernment body sreas in the district,

OUAMPAHA DISTRICT

Pre poll period
Incidents were reported from Ja-ela, Yakkala, Mahara, Katana, Kelaniva, Biyagama
Mmuwangoda, Mirigama, Watlals snd Attanagalla PS arcas.

Ja-ein PS

PA polling agent M. Premachandra Silva was assan]ted by UNP sunporters and a
police constzhle named Panagoda. Jasla UNP candidate Vikum Sclosius was
assaulted by Emest, UNP candidate. PA UC member Ganuni Dias wis threatened
with death by Nihal, Chamara and 20 ether supporters of Einest Femando, Ja-cla P'S
IVP candidute Kolathunga Silva wes threatened by the UNP candidate Chinthaka De
2iva. In anather case 4 UNF candidate had visited a JVP candidate at home and
threatened hin. UNP supporters Chinthuka De Silva, Pratap, Nelum and Prasanna
who had come in vehicle No. 203-4823 had threatencd Daya Costa and Kulathunga
with death. Anthony Melvin and his supporiers had been assaulted by UND SUpportcrs
who had come in a van. Ja-ela UC UNP candidate Sanath Weerappenina and his
supporters had visited Vikum Sisira's house and threztened him TVE Supporters in Ja-
ela UC were assaulted by UNP candidate Sudam Silva and his supporters,

Yakkala PS
Yakkala 'S UNP candidate Edwin Jayawickrama had assaulted VP candidates wnd
they were hospitalized.

Mahara PS
UNP Supporters had threatened and tried to overtum the vehicle of TVE. PS candidate
PA Dammika Sarath Kumara.

Larang PN
UNP supporters had visited the VP election office at Aver Watta and threatened the
IV Katana candidate.

Kelaniya PS
John Amaratunga’s UNP supporters had invaded a political mecting of the TVP and
assaulted KA Pradeep.,

Bivagama PS
NP supporters in lorry No. 41-3174 had assaulted Chandrasiri.
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Minuwangoda PS5

A candidate for Minuwangoda PS had assaulted Lalith Bandara and Vincem
Appuhamy and a bicycle belonging Lo them stolen. Pary identizy of both the accused
and the victim was not given. Anuradha Wijesuriya of the JVP was threarened by
UNP supporters of PS candidate Saliya Sarathkumara, Minuwangoda Kotugoda TVE
party office was damaged by UNP supporiers,

Mirigama PS
UNE candidate Daminda Panditharaing had assaulted Ranatunga a VP supporer,

Watrala PS
IVE Ravindra and Ananda had being assaulted by UINP supporters who had arrived in
van no. 57-9824.

Ananagalla PS

LUNF supporters broke into a meeting atlended by Upelsha Lakmiui and ¢andidare
Thushara Chaminda and damaped poods and equipment, assaulied Swama
Chandralatha and fried to stab the JVP supporters. The election offices of TVPers
Tndraratne Polgampola and Upul Shrirathna Karunasiri at Nanwella were damaged by
the UMP Artanagalla candidare Jeevan,

Polls day violalions

Tncidents were reported from Ja-sla PS, Katana IS, Nepambo UC, Biyagama PS5,
Watiala PS, Gampaha PS and, Kochehikade PS. Bulk ol the icidents were in Katana
and Ju-ela PS5,

Karana PS

Peter Hapuarachchi and his family who are PA supporters were thrcatened with death,
if they east there vale, by UNP supporiers. Neville. a candidate for Katuwanpitiya had
heen thicatened with bombs by uidenufied persons.

K ¢ De Silva and Vincent Appashami stated that i Katuwakkale, Sara and his
suppotters armed with swords did not allow the polling agents to waork. Parly
affiliation of the accused and the informant were not given in the complaints.

In Bambukuliya a group ol people armed with swords and elubs threatened people not
ta vote. The group included Christie Hetliaracheh, P.C. Priyantha, Jagath and Dilruk.
Source of the complaint and the accused were not reported. Kaluwa, Mahathun and
their supporters had removed polling cards of voters. Complanant and the accused
were nat reported. Near the South Welihena polling statzon Ligory Anthony keeping 2
register threatened to withdraw the Samurdhi payments of people wha voted.

Michel Maoses, Pirahasen Reginold and Manju threatened people who came 1o vote. A
eroup of 15 people travelling in dolphin vehicle no. 56-9573 in Raddolugama
threatened and hit peaple with clibs,

Near the Thoppuwa bridgs Sirikumar and 25 ather UNP suppoiters intinudated voters

according to the PA.
PA candidate Singrayar Femandopulle's cab was damaged by UNP supporters.
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Vira) and Pirshason of the PA were assaulted when reteming from the polling station
by Tude, Pirahaszan and 7 others, They were hospitalized.

According to a complaint by the PA Ananda was hit on the head by Ajith and Sazath
with the back of @ knife.

Araund 30 — 40 supporters of the UNDP assaulied PA candidate Vincent Appubany
His son was also assaulted for the second time dccording w PA sources.

Vincent Appubamy of the PA was assaulted and chased away by some unidentified
UINP supporters and his mobile phone and motorcycle stolen,

There were three bomb blasts at the Premachandrawale and another blast near
Gunadaza's hoose,

According to PA sources a group of peoples travelling in 2 number covered Hiace van
with thew faces covered bombed Kamwsapitiva PA candidate Neville Priyanihas
house. A neighbour had informed that Kusal's house was bombed by an unidentified
group. PA polling agent at the Kandawela Roman Catholic School was chased away
according o PA sowces

The PA polling agents at the Kaluwarippu polling station, Ajith Gearge and
Sushantha were chased away by UNP? supporters.

In Dedigama polling agents had been given alechal and UNP supporters had chased
away polling agents.

Chula Asheka's shop was shot at and goods damaged by UNP supporters injuring one
person according o PA sources.

Around 10 pzople at Ircne's house said w be TNP supporers grabbed pail cards and
chnsed away voters, complained the PA.

Lakshman. a TNPer from Athgala had taken palling cards and removed a voter's
bicyele.

Peter Hapuarachehi's house was stoned hy UNP supporters and threatened with death
if he came forward as a candidate, complamed the PA.

Nathiva Arachchi and his wife were not allowed 1w leave the polling staton by a
group ol UNP supporters after duty in the polling stafion as polling agents according
Lo PA sources

UNP supporters in 10 vehicles armed with swords and clubs led by Lakshman
threatened residents of the Athpala colony and sunounding houses, stated the PA

UNF supportess in Jambugaswatta had fired shots in frent of Ranjit's house and
threatened [1im according to PA sources.
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Sa-ela PS5
PA had reported that Sriyantha Abeysekarn of UNF and his supporters tavelling in 15
number less vehicles threalened voters.

According to PA sources AD Jude Lakshman Pious and his 72-year mother were
assaulted by UUNP Sriyantha Amarasckara. Pious's leg was broken and he was
adiitted to the Ragama Tlospital.

PA eancidate Ashantha had been attacked by people in vehicle na. 51 5635{deuble
cab) who are UNP supponters. Milroy was among them according to the PA.

UNP candidate Chintaka Silva had entered the pollimg station, taken away balinl
papers and assaulted PA candidate Mahesh Wanigasckara, complamed the PA

Ja-cla PS PA candidare Mzhesh Wanigasekara’s house had been damaged by a group
ol people, stated the PA

PA polling agents at Diyagla polling stations No. 09, 10 and 11 were threatencd and
ballot baxes stuffed by # proun of peaple according 10 PA sources,

According to MDDR Ravindra Abeyratna had taken people n about 10 vehicles to
every polling station and sent the police away.

Negambo UC
Kochichikade police OIC and a group of policenien had chased away pelling agents
and the PA candidates, at 1040 a.m. Tt was reponed that around 200 TINP supporiers
WEre pIesent.

Gampaha P§
Stuffing of ballot boxes had raken place in several polling stations in the P area by
unidentified persons,

Kochehitkade PS

Vaters in Kochchikade, Marutany, Thoppuwa, Udanawa, Manaweriya, Bambukuliya,
North Katana, West Katana, Negombo, and Thimbirigaskatuna had not been adle ta
vote hecause UNP supporters had taken away their poll cards and threatened them
with death according to PA sources.

KURUNEGALA DISTRICT

Pre poll

Incidents were reported from six 'S divisions; Dodangaslanda, Ridigama. Pannala,
Ihbugamuwa, Kobeigana, Mawathagama and from Kurunagala MC.

Dodangasianda PS5

Wasantha Kumara JVP candidate was assaulted by UNP supporters and hospitalized
al Ridigama according to the JVP sources.
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Krdigama F5

With the knowledgs of Ridigama police in Dodasgaslanda, Ridizama PS candidates
were, thieatened and polling cards of pecple taken from voters by UNP supporlers,
TVF complamed.

Pannala PS

PM. Kularatne wae assanlted. his wile threztened and goods stolen from hie house by
LUINP supparters according ro IVP cources.

Al Pannala Maha Vidyalaya ballot boxes were sraffed by unidentified persons
according o PA sources.

Ihbagamuwa P8
Kusumsiri Aberatne’s election affice in Thhagamuwa had heen damaged and the TINF
candidate for lbbagamuwa 'S was held respansible, stated the TVE.

Robaipana PR
JVP candidate 1. J. Leclanande s shop ar Koheigana was burned and destroyed by un-
wennfied persons aceordine o TVP sources.,

Mawarthagonia PS
UNFP candidare Kamal had been taking polling cards of those who had come w vole 4t
Samodaya Nattonal Sehool aceording 1o a Human Rights Organization.

Kurunegala MTC
Mimal at Yanthanpaliwa according to PA sources.

Pollc dav vialations
Eeports on clection vielations were received trom B local government bodies. Bulk of
the complaints were from the Mawarhagama FPS

Alawwa PS
Voters were nol allowed @ vole at the Narammala polling stauon by UNFE supporters,
complained the PA.

Mawathagama PS5
The UNP supporters had threatened PA supporters and not allowed them to vote
according to I'A sources.

At the Weuda Maha Vidvalava, Boyazoda primary school and Pothubows Mahe
Vidyulaya polling stauons UNP candidates Chandra and Indunil Sanjeewa 1n
numberless vehicles were seer assaulting PA supporters dccording to PA sources.

PA supponer Nelson was assaulted by Sunil and Raja and ne action was taken by the
mobile police, stated the PA, Vincent Appuhamy's son was asszulled at a place near
Thimbirigaskatuwa by TUNP supporters according to PA sources.

As complained by the PA people travelling in vehicle no, 56-43356 white dolphin were

seen assaulting people on their way 10 vole. One Suranga was among those assaolted.
PA polling agents at the ParagshadeniyvaWeuds Primary, Weuda Balika and

Local Governmeni Clections 2002 /2003 H



Bovapoda Primnary Schools had been chased away by UNP suppartars, charped the
PA.

JVF had complained that polling agents at the Mawathagama PS polling stations had
been chased wway by unidentified people.

Bingiriva PS
According Lo PA scurces PA supporters t the Brohsmunagama polling station had not
neen allowed to vote by unidentified persons/party.

According to analher camplaint by the PA polling agents had been threatened and
chased away

Mahawa PS5
The voters had been threatenad and chased away by the UNP candidate no 21 at the
Mahawa Ambepola, Ellaboda and the Diullaws pollimg stations, stated the PA

Geldparmuwia P§

According, to PA sowces PA supporters of Maha Ambuwegama were stabbed with
knives and @ woman knided had been hospitalized. A Banduly Mahanama of the PA
was assaulted and his hand broken. Stuffing of hallot bexes had oceurred.

Kurunegala MC
PA candidate and leader Lakshman Wahamwa's house in Udawalpola was atracked
by mobs at about 2:00p.n3. on the 20th.

Wartyapola PS5

In the Mamunuwa Vidyalaya polling station, PA candidute AMV. Ranbanda was
assaulted by Kalubenda and chased away. Therealier, the baliot box was smffed by
UNF supporters, stated the PA.

Fiunmale PS
Accordmg o PA sources, Pryal Ranasinghe UNDP candidate had threstened and chased
away polling agents in Kohambapola and Elbichehiyi polling stations and stuffed the
ballat boxes.

KEGALLE DISTRICT
Vielations were reporled from 6 local government institution areas in the dismct,

Rambukkana PS8

A shop had heen damaged by 1UNP supporiers and the estimatad cost is Rs. 4000/=
according o PA sources. There was no cost of damage secording o the palice.
Kepalle MU candidate M.IL Sunimal Femando and his supparters had been aszavlted
by PA supporters according to UNI sowsces.

UNPer HNA Sajeews was threatened by PA supporter Kasun Wijesinghe, stated the
1INFP

Local Eavernment Eleciions 2002 /2007 12



Mawancila FS
According to JVP sources Nimal Privankara was assaulted by the UNDP candidate
Aeela Bandara, Later he was kidnapped and aseaulted again breaking his hand.

PA eources stated that polling cards of people 1n the Hingula ares had been taken by
LNI* supporters.

Sumith Prasanma had been assavlted by UNP supporfers and hospitalized with a
broken arm in Hemmatagama Hospital

Regalla UC
A Lakbima newspaper reporter had complained that PA supporters in a procession
had shouted at Prasanna Admkan mn (ool language and subseqoently visited his house
in the night.

Cialipamiove PS
According to JVP sources Shanduana Shiwaperurnal was assaulted by Kepalle Distnet
LNP MP Jayathilake Podinilame's supporters.

Aranayaks PS
IVP sources had stated that o TINT candidate bed daimaged the Election Oftice of JVP
al Aranayaka and thicatened Bodawila.

Kabergana P5

PA sources stated lealeelarame's hounse was humed on the 17th and an the 18tG
Wickramusighe's house was altacked damaging windows and household goods. The
attacks were commuitted by UNP supporters.

Polls day violations
Compared with the pre poll penod only one meident was reported on the palls day.

Rambulicana P8
According to PA sources Thivanka had been thieatened near Mangalagama polling
station by UNF supporters.

ANURAHDPURA DISTRICT

Pre poll
Incidents were reported from cight PS Thvisions

Rajangana P8

UNP supporters had visited scveral places in Rajanganawa, Galnewa and Kagama and
damaged several houses. A group af 10-15 people had attacked these houses and
stolen jewellery and money. 6 houses end 3 shops had been damaged and £ houses
burned. 30 families were reporied destilute cccording o PA sources, According to
JVE sources JVP election office was damaged and candidate Ranasinghe Dandara
threatened by unidentified persons/purty.
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Clalnewa P'S

H.K.M. Senaratne and supporters were threatened by UNP supporters in front of his
hicuse, claimed the JVE.

1INP supporiers had threatened and stolen some goods frem TLEK M. Senaratne's
house according to IJVP sources. UNP candidale Nmmal Samarasnghe and his
supporters visited Galnewn candidate Dayaratne’s house, damaged 1t and thredlened
househalders with death. Truck no, 2226-7993 was used for the purpose according 1
the IVF,

Thinppana IS
According to JVP sources 'Thambutlagama JVP candidate HM. Kusuma Keman had
been threatened by UNP supporters Ranjith Weregoda and Shanta carymg a bomb,

Nuwaragempalatha East
The PA complained about a plan by the TINP to chase away polling agents in certan
polling stations and stutt ballot boxes.

Kitwipitiya P
UNP supportess had assaulted TVP supparters according w IV sources

Kab:lithigollawa PS
IVP supporters in Kabilith:eollawa had baen threatened by PS candidate Manjula
Tikiribandara and Dhammika Banadara of the UNP, claimed the TVP.

Hurrowpathana PS
According ta IV sources 2 TVP clection offices in Hommowpathana were damaged by
LINP supporters.

Medawachchiva PS
The party office of the JVP candidate Palitha Dharmadasa at his house had been
damaged by unidentified persons/party, claimed the JVP

Polls day election violalions
Compared with the pre poll period no complamnts were received from the
Anuradhapura Distriet on the polls day.

RATNAPURA DISTRICT

Pre Poll period

Complaints were recetved from five PS divisions in the Distnicl. Maost ol the
-complaints were from the Nivithigala PS.

Embilipitiva PS

According to JVP sources L.A. Winthakumara JVP candidate for Embihpitiay was
shot at.

C. Gurusinghe JVP candidate for Embilipitiva was assaulted by UNP supponters,
claimed the TVP.
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Nivithigala Ph

Rukmal Privadrshana and his supporters of the UNP had attacked JVPers Champika
Pushpakumara, Sanjeewa Gunadasa and Kapila Pradeep Ranaweera. complamed the
TVE:

IVP had reported that UNP supperters of Ranjith who had amived in 206-8789 three-
wheeler had ascanlted Karmvita JVP supporters.

UNE candidates Janakamalli, Ranjith Avys and Podi Indika had mumidated people,
Atapalinkanna 'S candidates Tissa Sumaraweera, Hemanitha and provincial mimister
Tissa had damaged the house of PA candidates and their supporters and threatened
them. Some PA candidates had been teken mto custody on false accusations
according t PA sources,

UNP candidare Rukmat had visited the party office of Nivithigala PS JVP candidate
AG Jayaratna, threatensd him and damaged bus house, charged rthe IVP. 1INP
suppariers visited B.A. Premadas’s clection office and threatened him according o
IVP saurces.

Karavita Ranjith and his supporters of the UNP armed wirh pisiols, Galkatlas and
Hand hombe had visited houses and snatched polling cards according to PA sources.

Batanvodas PS

The JVE complained that AE Premasin IVP candidate lor Balangoda UC and s
suppariers were assaulted by UNP supporters

Ratnapara PS

Ratnapura JVP candidate was assaulted at his office by unidentified persons / parly
and e was adminted 1o the Ratnapura Iospital

Kalgnne PS
P.S M. Ranjith Udayakumara of the JVP had been stabbed by UNI supporters and
admutted to the Kolonne Hospital according to JVF sources.

Puolls day election vialationy
Complaints were received from 2 PS divisions, namely MNivithigala PS and
Arakalanpanma I'S.

Nivitigala 'S
At Karangoda Vidyalaya and Delboda Vidyalaya pelling stations the UNP candidates
had been intsmudatirip voiers aceordmg o PA soudcs,

PA polling agents in Denmali Vidyalaya were threatened with death. Abeysinghe's
house was damagzed and his wife threatened. No polling agents were seen in polling
stations, [INP supporiers had come in a tractor and threatened polhng agents with
death, stated the PA.

Atakalanpanna PS
An unknown group had chased away PA polling agents in Mawalanda polling station
and infimidated volers.
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[INP supporters had chased away polling agents in Rularana Maba Vidyalaya,
erabbed polling cards of voters and stuffed ballor boxes according to the PA.

MATARA DISTRICT

Pre poll violations
Election violations were teported from 2 PS divisions namely, Matara PS5 and
Devinuwara PS.

Matara #5

Two IVI members had been threatened by UNP supperters according to JVP sources.
LK Premasini had been threatensd with death by UNP supperters and his bill boards
and banners damaged, stated the JVP.

Devimnwvara PY
LINP supporers had ¢ome in a double cab belonging to Mahinda Wijesekara and
assaulted JVP supporters, complained the TVE.

The TVP had reported that an unidentified group had damaged the JVP Devinuwara
olhice.

Akuressa PS

The clection for this PS were contested by the PAL IV and the Sinhalaye Maha
Sammatha Bhoomuputhra Pakshaya (SMSBEPS). The TINP did not contest as it
nomination list had earlier been rejectad.

The police had received 11 complaints of violence 7 of these had been made by the
JVP — 2 aesinst the SMSBPS, 1 against the PA and 4 agmnst unidentified persans.
The PA had made 2 complaints | against the UNP and the other against the IV
I'he SMSEPS ton had made 2 complaints - | against the IVP and the other against the
PA.

Polls day violalions
Incidents were reported from 5 PS divisions in the Matara Dustnict

Weligama Py
IVF candidate for Hakanana PS MPM Kumara had been assaulted by supporters of
UNI candidate Somudusa Jayasuriva, charged the TV

TINP candidate Samarawickrama had threatened the PA candidate Asmi at Weligama
and prevented peeple from voting according to PA sources.

Erevinmowara P8

The JVP had reported that Ajith Pryantha was essaulted by UNP Precih's supporters
at Devinuvwara,
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Thibageda PS
The UNP candidate's supporters had stuffed the ballot boxes in Thihagoda according
L 1V1? sources.

Kumburupitiva £5
Saman Pathinayaka and his UNP supporters had come in & Dolphin van no. 56-99827
and stuffed ballot boxes in Kamburupitiva, charged the JVP

Marara (7
According to JVP sources UNPer Sunil Mohotti had arrived in a land rover 50 5

6713 and stuffed ballot boxes.

The JVP had complained that Arona Vidana Gamage and 20 others had come in a
Dolphin van 59-75060 and stuffed ballot boxes.

NITWARA-TLIYA DISTREICT

Pre poll Violations
Complaints were recetved from 3 local bodies.

Hanguranketha £15
Tn Rikillagaskada Hanguranketha, polling cards of voters had been taken away by
UNTP supporters according to PA sourees.

Walapane PS
Polling apents and counting agents were threalencd by UNP supporters, stated the PA.

P cundidate Lokunanda and WO Dingiribanda had been assaulted and Lokubanda
was hospitalized according to PA sources.

Polls dav violations

Hanpuranketha PS
Thi PA stated thar its candidates had been mumidated. In Hanguranketha palling
stulions about 60 polling agents from PA had been chased away. Three murders were
reported in the area.

GALLE DISTRICT
PPre poll election vielations

Baddegama PS

JVP candidate for Beddegama Jagath Chandana Nanayaikara had been assaulted hy
the UNP candidate and his supporters and he was admilted to the Galle Hospital with
head and eye injuries according w JVI' scurces,

Hiniduwma 'S

The JVP complained that Richard Jayalath had been assaulted by UNP supporters and
hospitalized at Hiniduma. His election ollice wo had been damaged.
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Polls day violations

No incidents were reported on the polls day in the Galle District.

POLLONNAEUWA DISTRIC
Fre poll violations

Hubarana FS

The JVI" hud reported thal the Hzharana IVP candidate TB Sumathipala was sssanlted
by the TINP PS candidate Nimal Eotagoda and Cynl and his bicvele smashed and that
he was admitted w the Habarana Hospital.

imbulagala PS
A IVP welcome party had been attacked by UNF supporner: and one IV supporter
wag admetted Lo the hospital seeording W J VI sources.

Thamankadiwa PR
IVP candidate for Thamankeduwa WG Jayasinghe Banda hed been threatencd at hasg
clection office al Kumarapokuns by UNTP supporters, claimed the IVP.

Polls day violations
No complamts were received from the Pollennaruws Districl on the polls day,

MATALE DISTRICT

Pre polls Violations
Complaints were received only from the Fallegama PS.

Faflegama PS

Accordmg 1o JV]' sources 1G Hanschandra of the JVP was assaulted by TINP
supporters HM. Ashoka, HM. Yasaratna. U.G. Gamini Wijesunya of the JIVP was
assaulted by TINE supporter B.G. Ukkubanda, complained the 1V

Polls Day Violations

Matale P8, Ranota I8, Dambuila P8, Galwele PS5
JVP had made a complaint about election violations in these PS arcas and the offences
and the perpetrators had not been reported.

Pallepola PS, Matale PS, Naulla 'S5
The JVP had reported, threats, assanlts; and smffing of ballot boxes by UNE
supporters in the above Pradeshiva Sabha Divisions

Yatawatta PS
UNP candidate MB Ekanayake had taken polling cards by ftoree from volers

according to A sources.

BADULLA DISTRICT
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Pre poll Violations
Incidents were reported fram 2 PS Divisions,

Ridimalivadda PS
Accarding to the JV P sources JVP supporters were assaulied by the UNT candidate
Upali Senarat and some victims hospitalized.

Makivangana P5

IVE supporters KD Javakodi and Pathum riding & motor bieycie were absiructed by a
seep carrying UNP supporters led by Upah Senaraine and Gumadasa Rarnayake. The
two TVP members were it with iron burs and their motor bicycle damaged. The
victims were admitted 1o the Mahiyangana hospital according to the TVP source. UNP
supporters visited the honge of IVP supporter R.M. Weerasinghe Bandara. threatened
and assaulied his wite and tmed 1o kidnap his two children. His wife was hospitalized.

Polls day ¢lection Vielations
No complaints were reported on the polls day from the District.

KANDY DISTRICT
Pre poll election violations

Galaha PS
Suhai of SLMC and 200 supperters had damaged the JVP banners and bill boards
according to ] VP sources.

Banvila P&
In Warterpama JVP candidate for Panwila PS Mahesh Priyantha Alkatirwa had been
assaulled by the UNP candidate Juyantha Pushpakumara, complained the JVF.

Kundasale P5

Kundasale I'S UNP candidate Sesiri Dayaratna's supporters had amrived o a car and
another vehicle and burned the IVP election aflice, charged the VP,

Polls day election violalions

Nawalapitiya UC

Puolling agents in several polling stations in Nawalapraya T had been chased away
hy the UNP suppotters and ballol boxes stuffed according to PA sources.

MONARAGALA DISTRICT

F're polls violations
Complaints were received from one PS Division namely, Bibile 'S

Bibile FS

UNP supporters had threarened PA supporters and faken ther polling cards,
complained the PA. '
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M.M. Dharmasin was assaulted by M Piyadasas UND local arganizer according to PA
sources, He was hospitalized.

Polls day violations

Ribile PS

In Medagama Thakkala Pola palling station Uva UNP minister Ranbanda's son HM
Niel Kumara had taken 300 polling cards and JVI? polling agents had been taken into
custody by the Medagama polhice, charged the TVF

TRINCOMALEE DISTREICT

Pre poll election vielations
Incidents were reported from the Kantale PS Division

Kantalai FS
HL Chandana PA candidate for Seruwila had stoned suvme JVP supporlers,

complained the JVP

VP candidate for Kantale IS Wimal Piyatssa and Lalith Priyankara were assaulled
hy UNP stpporters according to TVE sources.

P'olis day clection vislations
Noincidents were reporfed on the polls day

RALUTARA DISTRICT

Pre poll election violations

Panadura PS

UNP candidate Maurice Shanta had assaulted Panadura JVP candidate Jagath
Kumara, complained the JVP

Polls day election violations

Harana 'S

PA polling agents had been threatcned at the Don Pedrs polling station by the UNP
candidate BF Peins canrving arms according to PA sources.

HAMBANTOTA DISTRICT

Pre pall election violations

Weeraketiva PS

PA candidate for Weeraketiya had been assaulted by the police mobile unit but the

complaint about that t the police had been rejected, complained the PA.

Polls day election violalions
No incidents were reported on the polls day in the District.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MAY 20™ 2002

The local government elections May 20" 2002 were held to elect members to 17 local
govemment instnrions: Colombo, Galle, Katunayake-Seeduwa, Panaduara and
Tangalle Urban Councils and Kesbawa, Kalurtars Ambagamuwa, Nathrthandiya,
Mihinthale. Thirappane, IHalicla. Monaragala, Butala and Ramapura Pradeshiva
Sabhas.

FATTREL's election monitering network covered the entire 17 local authority areas.
Approximately 60 mabile teams were deployed m 17 areas. In addition, a voter relay
was organized and carried out to obtain information on the sitoation prevailing within
the polling stations. Out of the 825 polling stations in which voting took place
PAFTRTL monitors coversd 596 polling stations.

This report is based on three sources of information un election violations: PAFFREL
Monitors” Reports, complaints made over the lelephone from varous souices and
complaints through faxes by the People's Alliance. Almast all the pre poll complaints
were reported by PAFFREL monitors deploved while all the polls day complaints
were received through relephone and fases [rom politizal parties and ather sources.

Pra poll complaints were received from Colombo, Hambantota, Badulla and Kalutara
distnets. Of the 7 complamts four were from the Colombo distrct and all these four
complaints were from the Kesbawa PS division. In terms of catcgory of violations, of
the 7 complaints two are threats, 3 damages to panty offices, 1 remoaval of poll cards
and 1 senous assault

OF the 7 complants 6 are by the VP and | by the Smhala Uromaya. All the
complaints were against the UNP. Polls day election violations were reccived from
Colombo, Gampaha, Hambuntota, Kalutara, Ratnapura, Puttalam, Monarapala and
Anuradhapura districts.

o all there were 38 complaints on the pells day. Gamapha topped the list withlé
complaints followed by Colombo 7, Hambantata 3, Ramnapura 4, Kalutara 2, Puttalam
2, Monaragala 1 and Anursdhpura |.

Most of the complainis were by the PA. Of the 38 camplaints PA topped Lhe list with
24 complamts followed by JVP 8 and unidentificd persons/party 6. There were no
complaints by the UNE. OFf the tolal of 38 complaints UNP headed the st with 34
against followed by unmidentified persons/party 4, There were no complaints agamst
the PA and the VP,

In terms of category of oflences categories of threats and intirmdation and assaults

topped the list with 9 cases each followed by chasing of polling agents 7, snatching of
polling cards 6, stuffing of ballot boxes 3, impersanation 2 and damage to property 2.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION WISE ANALYSIS UNDER
DISTRICTS

COLOMBO DISTRICT

Pre poll eleciion vialations

Kesbawa PS5

UNP supporicrs who had amved in a three-whecler had destreyed banness and cut
outs being prepared by JVPers Kusumsin Fernado, Dharmapala and Priyantha for a
meeting, complained the TVD.

Western Province JVP member Lakshman Nipunaarchehi and his supportars weie
threatened by a UNP supporters of Deepal Gunawardena and then decorations
destroyed according to TWP sources.

A JVP meeling al Palsnwatta was atacked and decorations destroyed by UNP
supporters. The purty office too was damaged, charged the JVE.

The IVP party office at Makulduwa was humed by JVF supporters, elaimed the JVP
KALUTARA DISTRICT

Ponadura U
The UNP Panadura candidate displayed cut outs and posters and remaved 300 polling
cards from voters in Wekada

HAMBANTOTA DISTRICT

Tangalle P§

Tangalle IV candidares Padmasin Gumbewa, Sarath Edinweera, Snnath De Silva
and Ruwan Senarath were atlacked by UNF supporters of former TC members Sahiva
Wedarachchi and Janaka Wedarachor while they were pasting posters for a rally m
Tangalle. UNP supporters had shot at Srnath De Silva and he was admutted 1o the
Tangalle hospital with a hand mjury accarding to JVI? sources,

BADULLA DISTRICT

Badulla P5

JVP candidate D G Gunadas's party office decorations and billboards were destroyed
by TINP supporters of Thilak Jayasena and Gunadasa was threatened, charged the
IVE;

COLOMBO DISTRICT

In the Calombo distnet most of the election vielations had occumred in the Keshawa

PS.
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Keshawa PS

According to PA sources polling cards had been snatched al Batnwandara schaol,
Arrawwala Dharmapala Vidyalava and Arravewala West Vidyaloka polling stations
by TIND supporters.

Nimal Arivadasa TINP candidate had chased away the IVP agents and the Kesbaws
PS TVP candidate Susil Senaviratne, charged the JTVP.

Senaka Damayantha Silva UNP had brought some supparters from Maratuwa and
mtimidated vaters, claimed the TVP.

Complaints of impersonation by the JVP agents al the Pilivandala Somaweera
Chandrasit polling station had been i gnored by the SPO according to TVI® sources.

According to a complant from an unidentified source Strimal De Mel had come in a
buis bearing no. GD 9775 and stuffed ballot boxes.

Calomba UC

Sagara Senarat Colambo MC UNP candidate had come in vehicle no. 315 8o 2857
and stuffed ballot boaes at Nawagampura and Polhenzoda polling stations accerding
to JVP sources,

Police had taken inwm custndy 4 people who attempted o impersonate.  Anton
Diyanwala whose party affiliaton is not piven had threatened the police 1o rclease
them.

GAMPAHA DISTRICT

All the 1ncidents reported in the Gampaha district had taken place in the Seeduwa
Katunayake UC area.

Seeduwa Karnayake ¢

At Amandoluwa Maha Vidyalaya, Amandoluwa Roman Catholic Schoel, Katunayake
South Baodhirathnaramaya, Livanamulla, Social Service Center, Seeduws Devi
Samara Vidyalaya and Katunavake Roman Catholic schoal polling stations, NP
supporters from out side the area lad snatched poliing cards and chased away I’A
supporters, complaincd the PA,

PA candidate Gamini Hetliarachehi had been tnreatenied by UNP candidate Kamalsini
according to PA sources,

The house and praperty of Nimal Silva had been damaged and houscholders assaulted
by UNP supporters: 1is brother's house had also been dumaged, charged the PA.

UNP supporters in several vehicles had tirown smoke bombs at PA supponters and
threatened PA polling agents, accarding to PA sources.

A group of UNP supporiers had thrown a bomb at Gamini Hettiarachchi and
threatened polling agents, reported the PA.
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Jinadasa Fithulgoda's van had been [orcibly stopped by UNP supporters and
Kithulgoda was threatened and attacked, charged the TVP.

Dileep Wedaracheh had assaulted JVP supporlers RW. Nundasena, IW. Kannasin
and H.Gv Ananda and they had been hospitalized reported the JTVP

Hambantata UJC

Dileep Wedarachchi MP had mumidated volers, assaulted JVP supporters near the
Pirivena polling station, and injured JVFP supporter M. Premaratna had been
hospitalized mn Tungalle. Impersonators handed over to the police had been released
by the police according to VP sources.

KALUTARA DISTRICT

Punagdura PS
UNP supporters had taken votess imto a house and tiweatened them according o an

unidentified source.

Unidentified people travelling i two velncles GB 3225 546594 and 2536093, 130-
4438 had collected polling cards according to an unidentified source.

RATNAPURA DISTRICT

All the 4 complaints of election violations were reponied fram the Ratnapura PS,

Ratnapura PS

At the Kahangama DBauddha Kanishta Vidwalaya polling apents had been chased
away. The sources of information and the accused party had not been reported. T3,
William Singho and W, Maitmapla two of the polling agents had been threatened with
bortles by UNP supporters and voler hists and other documents remaved according to
IV sources.

Manoj Premuraine UNP PS candidate had polling cards wirth him and was instructing
voters, charped the PA, Vaters at Anoya polling station had been intimidated and their
polling cards taken away by UND supporters, reported the PA.

PUTTALAM DISTRICT

Narhthandiya PS

PA supporter Mishantha and hus wife and children were threatened with death and the
polling agents were chased away at the Maththandiya, Mawila and Halpathawila

polling stations by an unidentified party according to PA sources.

Al Ihala Kawneriva, PA polling agent Gerald Wasanthe was chased away by UNP
supporters, reported the PA.

MONARAGALA DISTRICT

Monaragala PS
Impersonation had taken place at Hulanduwa South Primary School. UNP

Monaragala MP Ranjith Maddume Badara liad assaulted people and he was assisted
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by the police ¢inel Linton, Complaints had not been accepted by the Monaregala
police. according 1o PA sources

ANURADHAPURA DISTRICT

Thirappane FS :
M. Piemaratne had been scricusly assaulted by LN supporcrs and admutied to
hospital

POST ELECTION VIOLENCE 20TH MA RCTI 2002

PAFFREL elecrion monitors continued their momienng activities for s peniod of Lwae
weeks atter the Elecuan Day. On 21st March 2002 information on 38 post election
incidenrs was received. 31 of these complainte were from the JVE and the balanee
from other orgamizations. Complants reported were from Hambantola, Monaragaly,
Anurachapura, Gampaha and Kuronegals destriers. Among the complaints there were
4 incidents of clashes hetween Lctions within the UNP received from the Wateala
ares

Al Beruwala a UNP supporter had been stabbed o death at around 530 pome on the
polls day allagedly by two PA =upporters.

Complaints were received hy faxes lwo. Al beruwala n the Kalutara distiet PA
candidate, M HM. Ialaldeen and hiz supporters werz threalened by the UNP
supporters. M.S M, Rahim and MM Endeen of the TINP had threatened A MM,
Fazaldeen of the PA. On the 22nd of March, a group of UNP supporters had attacked
and destraved a shop belonging to JVP member Lzlith Premathilake situated al the
Weliaramba Delwala junction on the Ratnapura Delwala main road. On the same day
IINP supparters had amved al JVIYer Lalith Premathnlake's house assaulted
householders and damaged household poods according to IVP sources. UNP member
Hemachandra and his supporiers has visited the house of JVP aclivists at
Pathkolagolla and attacked and damaged houschold goods, stated the JVP. A M.
Nimal Ratnayake who had served as a senior presiding officer at a polling station had
been assanited and njured by an unidentihed yroup.

Two incidemts from Udunuwara, Kaondy and Dompe, CGampaha  regarcdhng
uregularities at the counting centers had been reporied by twa UINP candidates.

AKURESSA PRADESHIYA SABHA ELECTION - 8™ MARCH 2003

The Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha Election, which was fixed for 20th March 2002, was
pastponed tollowing rejecton of the United Natienal Party (UNP} nonunations by the
Commissioner af Elections and the Court cuse filed arainst that decision. The election
was lhield on Sth March 2003 1n accordance with the Supreme Court ruling on the case

Nominations were filed for 21 seats on the basis of 27 candidates from each party or
independent group.
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Fre Poll Situation

An unusual feature of the campsign was the display of posters, banners and cutouts
with candidate numbers with the Bhamiputa Partv svinbol aero nlane 1n groen (UNP
colour) by some UNP candidates, whose nominations had got rejecied. An attempt
appears Lo have heen made to show that a liberzl UNP type pact which operated
cduring the Ratnapura P8 clection is in force at Akuressa. The existence of such a pact
was vehemently rejected by the BRumiputhra Party. Such practices can only subject
the present election laws and procedures o ridicale. Althouzh the Commissioner of
Flections had instnicted the police o uphold the election laws and the DIG and the
Police Inspector of the area had raken steps to elinunate such practices it was not
possible o prevent such acts by some persons who were not candidates.

The postal voung that took place on 27th and 28th February was free and fair. No
complaints were received regarding the delivery of poll carde. Some acts of violence
had taken piace among PA, JVP and Bhunuputlra supporlerss. 9 cases of election
related violence were reported and majornity of these were stated to be agarnst the TVP,
There were two acts of arson, which are considered grave acts.

Polls day situation
Mo election violations were repocted on the polls day

Past election sifuation

Theelection wag fres of past election incidents and viclence,

SUMMARY OF SALIENT FEATURES OF THY.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS, 2007 / 2003

a) Elections were held in 4 phascs as follows.

Elections keld on 20.03.2002 1o 217 local government hodies
Elections held on 25.03.2002 to 08 local government hadies
Elections held on 20.05.2002 to 17 local government bodies.
Elections held on 08.02.2003 to ane lacal povernment hody.

ZHR"

b} Elections to local badies in 7 districts in the North and East are vet to be held

¢) Elections were to be held to elect representatives to 18 mumnicipalities, 37
urban councils and 256 Pradeshiva Sabhas in the country as a whole.

d) In addition to political parties 380 independent groups had handed aver the
nominations.

€] There were 26,312 candidates contesting 4,195 sears at these elections.

[) 148 nominations were rejected including 82 from political parties.

£) There were pre-election campaign periods for each phase of the election.

n} Resulte were announced on completion of each phase of the election.

1) Most of the complaints were apainst the TINP,

1) There were no complaints against the IVP and independent groups
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CONCLUSIONS

The local sovernment election wis Mawed i terms of its arganizational aspect. It was
conducted in stages and in some apcs (he elections are yer to be held, depriving the
right of the voters to exercise thew democrtic fght 1o vote. The conduct of the
elections in stages was 2 departure Trom the pro tice of holding the elections on a
single dav.

The results of the election were annpuneed on completan ol cach stage. This may
have influctced the festlis of the other stapes padiculardy i the cantext ol loeal
aovernment clections contested on paty basis and on nabional issues.

Accarding to election monitonng reports all stages of the Jocal governiment elections
were conducted in i free and fair manner in the vast majonty of lozal govermment
hodies. Tlowever, as in previous elections there weie somc areas 0 which the
clections were murred by serous infringemcnts of electoral law, munndarion and
violations. In gencral, these e the areas, which had registered a patiern of wviolence
and election violations over several elections m the past.

At the local government elections held on 20th March 2002, the areas with maost
scrions problems were Nivitigala, Atakalampanna, Yokdehiwaits, Pelmadulla
(Ratnapura District), Fkala, Katana, Ta-Fia, Kandana (Gampaha Dhstnct), Chilaw,
Bingiriya, Madampe (Purtalam  District), MNarammala.  Pannula,  Wariyapoli
Galgamuwa, Mawathagama  (Kurunegaln  Districts]. Nawimiand, Kamburupitiva,
Thihagoda, Devinuwaa, Weligama (Malara Disiicr). Bibile (Monaragala Disinict)
and Hanguranketa (Nuwars Eliva Distnet)

The probleme areas at the elections held on 25th March 2002 were Dehiatla Kandiva,
Soomyapokuna and Lathpandura,

At the Tocal government elections held on 20th May 2002 the elcotions were seriously
flawed at Katunayake Sceduwa UC area, Keshewa, Atudiya, Ratnapura, Kegalie and
Grlle.

The election offences experienced at all stages of elections included assanlis, threats
and intimidation, stulling of ballot boxes, chasing away of polling agenls, removal of
polling cards, damages to property, camying arms and bombs, intimidation and
chusing of pollisg agents. Absence of polling agents ar polfing stations were reported
from the districts of Ratmapura, Kurunegela, Kalutara, Gampaha, Matale, Putlalama,
Matarz, Monarsgala, Badulla, Anuradhapura, Nuwara Fliva and Digamadulla. In this
1espect the larger number of violations was reported from Hangwanketa. Out of 63
polling booths in the Hanguianketa P8 division, only 6 polling smbions could Le
visited by PAFFREL monitars due to the very high level of intimudation. Reporis
received by monitors from candidates and volers revealed that there were opposition
polling agents in only 3 polling stations. There were no PA polling agents inany of
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the stations and JVI agents were present anly in three. This was o serious problem
because 1L provided opportunities for imparsonation and stuffing of ballot boxes if
RECESRary

‘The incidents of violence and election violations, recorded at the Jocal government
imstitutions were hardly, spontaneous events. The past experence of several clections
both parliamentary and local government suggests that these incidents were pre
meditared and organized by parties concemed.

According to avaulable reports there were nol many complaints against the police and
the clection stall of the polling stations. Few incidents of police complicity with the
purty in power ware reparted. Instances of non-ucceplance of complaints against the
governing party had also been repurted. The range of election related violence and
mregulanues suggest that the police were ineffective n several areas or were
unwilling (o perform their duties effectively. There were also few instances where
senior presiding officers at polling stations had ignored complaints of impersonation
by polling agents.,

The drop in the extent and level of violence, election violations and irregulantics at
this election can be atnbuted several factors. First, it is likely that government had
made 4 genume effart to mimimize election violeance and violations, especially after
coming to pawer on an agenda of peace, democracy and good econorme mEnagement.
second, the itensity of the eantest in this local government election was low due to
several reasons, including the holding of the election immediately after the 2001
general election, the notion that people vate lor the pany in power o elections which
follow a pencral election, unorganized election campaign of the main opposition party
the PA following post peneral election violence and remand imprisonment of PA
orgamzers on allegations of election violence and incgulariies The general
cxperience is that violence and inegulantics increase when the contest is inlense.
Third, no party in power takes the risk of tamishing its image by resorting w
widespread election vielations and imregularities. Such acts are therefore confined to
pre-determined areas depending on the overall election strategy. Finally, there are
both visible and imvisible means of influencing the outcome of an clection. Election
monitors gencrally report visible violence and violations. Election violence such as
threats, ntimidation, removal of polling cards and threatening polling agents can be
dane invisibly, Direct violence and election violations at pelling centers can be
abandoned il invisible methods are equally effective in given circumstances.

The Incal gevermment clections were relatively free and fair compared with many
clections 1m the past twa decades. But there is no room for complacency. It is too early
to treat this election as a beginning lowards free and fair clections and a sound
political culture, Reversals had twken place in the past. A step farward was followed
by several steps backward. Civil society has 1o be vigilant and constant pressure has
to be maintained to persuade the government and the political parlies in the opposition
to take meaningful steps towards achieving the goal of free and fair elections
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OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMUENDATIONS

3
= Lt 2

There is growing consensus among the public that the present system of local
covernment elections neads review, The exnerdence of successive local govemment
eleclions during the last two decades huas revealed that electhion vialence and viclabions
which characterize the parlinmeniary and provinetal council elections have gradually
engulfed the electoral process of local government msttutions as well, The conduet of
local government clections on the hasis of political parties aml proportional
representation and prelerential voie lis resnlied moundesirable features inconsistent
with the ohjectives ind Tunctions ol local government institntions.

(2) Local  povernment  msinutions e generally  congemed  with lecal

(b

5=:W¢1'II'IITUI'T| pdies such ae 'I'I|H".’i.‘-iil!|1 al N.‘iﬂii:]['}' and dTﬂ]ant‘ Lactlites,
waste disposal and manugement al the envirnnment, provision of heallk,
horary and recreational facilities. construction and mamienince of minar
raads, street lichring, suctal welfare facilities for the poor el These are
matrers which atfect the day to day hife of the people and their quality of
lite. Those who secure election to local bodies should address these 1ssues
efficiently and effectively. The growing tendency toward conducting
cleetion campaigns on the basis of nutional issues leads to the neglect of
local povernment issues an which the quality of hte of the people of the
area depends.

The conduct of local government elections on party basis has enabled the
party hierarchy, ministers, members of parhament und provincial
councillors to control or influcnce the functioning ol these local hodies
The process ol re-centralization of powers devolyved to pravincial councils
under the 13™ amendment from Gme to time hos now taken a different
form in respect of Local Government Institutions. Local Government
Institutions are now being controlled by top party men according to therr
own palitical agendas, Tt is the party which appoints the Chairman/Mayor.
The party appotntee may not be the candidie wha hay secared the highest
number of wvotes. These developments will negate the objective of
gncouraging civic minded, respectable and competent people o coniest
local zovernment clections and mamige the focal instittions effectively to
deliver the services required by the people of the area. Further, the people's
choice is subjugated to party decision making,

(¢} The contest of local govermnment elections on party lines and proportional

representation  basis has incrcased the cost of electuon campaigns
enormously. Rallies, meetings, processions, musical shows, posters and
printed materials involve large expenses. It is a guestion as to why
candidates who offer themselves o serve the people should spend so much
and indulge in viclence to get elected. Az a result of this ¢ver increasing
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campalgn expenses candidates with substantial financial resources enjoy
an unfair advantuge over their rivals with less resources but mere civic
minded and competent. The financing of pehiteal  life ncluding
clechoneering 1s a necessity and & problem. Tr is a source of scandal 4ned
corruption. The way in which such political act vily 15 tinanced may result
1 severe nequalities. When costs of election cumpaigns arc high citizens
without private wealth maybe prevented from contesting, Further election
campaigngs are considered unfmr when wealthy candidates ar partics with
rich supporters spend much more than their opponents.
(d) The pacty basis of elections 10 local government and proportion
representation and prelerence vote system have led ro mcrease in political
vinlence and mulpractices at the local government clections as well. This
poliicization of society at local government level and the political
violence agsociated with it have adversely affected civic activism and
participatory development at local government  level necessary for
strengthening democratic institutions.

(e} The party hasis of local govermment elections has alsa resulied in one paty
administrations in several local sovernment bodies, particularly in
Munieipal and Urban Couneil areas for long periods. One major reason fon
this situation is the fact that party loyalties in this couniry are much
stronger than the commitment of people to democratic norms. This
tendency towards prolonged one party administration is also reinforeed by
the contest of local government elections on national issues. Although
these administrations sre democratically elected by the people they are
undesirable because prolonged periods of pawer tend w cormpt people and
atfect the efficiency and elfectiveness of an administration.

(f) The proportional representation system has complicaled the election
process al the Jocal government level while nol schieving the advanlages
of the system which provides for minority representation. The present
precedure in submission of nomination papers, preparation of names of
candidates in alphabetical order and counting of votes are difficult, time
consuming and complicated to bath the election authorities and political
parties. There was no eclamour for minerity representation at local
government level at the ltime of the introduction of the proportional
representation system at the local povernment level. The ideal situation at
the: local povernment level is or varous communities to live in harmony
and achicve the mind set chanpes among all communitics which wall
enable the clection of respectable, civic muinded, competent peaple
wrespective ol their race. This will prevent divisive lendencics in sucialy
on communal grounds and promoe communal harmony.

In view of these undesirable features and unheualthy trends in the election process time
I8 oppartune to review the entire local government clection [rocess.

The aspects of the exisling electoral process, which need review, are discussed below.

Local Goverrmen? Electiohs 2002 /2003 31



(2) The return 1o the ward system of clection/representation seeme (0 be mog
appropriate {rom several perspectives. The ward system will enahle Lhe
volers 1o make their choice according to the priority needs of the areas:
under the ward system o member will not be able to evade responsibn ity
on the ground that he has to serve the entire lecal government ared. A
change to the ward system will also atiract local respectable people as
candidates who are now reluctant to contest because of the unhealthy
features of the existing system. The election campaign will focus an loeal
issuos and the needs of the peaple of the areas are likely to be addressed by
the member for the ward.

(b} The eperation ol the clection law pertaining wo Jocal government elections
has resulted in vanous problems and unhealthy features sich a8
postponement ol clections, filing of court cases apainst decisions 1o reject
nomination  papers by the Eleetion Comimissioner and  court  Cuscs
challenping the prelerence count af the candidates of the same party. The
problems ansing from ciection al pomination papers on wivial, although
legal grounds leads 1o certin unheallhy features. While the clection
campaign momentum 15 lost when clestions wre postponed candidates can
resort to more subtle and hidden ways of inlluencing the voters until the
day ol the elecrions. When election results are announced on the
completion of each stage of the clectons the results of the subseguent
stages are likely to be unduly affected. The laws goveming elections are
enactad Lo ensurs the legality and the impaniality of the elecloral process.
Rt 1f nomination papers are rejected on trvial grounds 1f affected the
democratic rishis of political parties to contest the clection thersby
weakening the democratic process. The goal of the clection commissioner
chould be to promote maximum participation by parties reeognized by him
and not to prevent such participation. Provision should therelore be made
tai the elesiion commissioner ta scitie these problems at his level in
consullation with a1 the partics on o consensual basis to minimize recausse
to courts. Al present nomination papecs are rejected on grounds such as
forwarding photocopies of birth certificates of candidates and the absence
of the signature of the authorized party or independent group official.
Parties and independent groups cam be given two or three hours' to
complete the nomimnation papers as required by the law after the detection
of the mistakes by the eleclion authorhes.

Court cases challenging the preference count ol candidates of the same party
have also led 1o some unhealthy lewures. When courts can direct (he
commissioner of election to stay the paretling of the names of new members
entil the court cases are determincd, the smooth transiion @ the new
administration is disrupted. 1t 18 necessary to examine whether reconrse to
colirts on this scale is justified.

The present practice of not permitting observers both international and loeal 10
enter polling stations and counting eenters recuces the e cotiveness of
monitoring. It is at the polling stations that serious violations and malpractices
can take place. Monitors should be allowed to enrer the polling stations sithject
ta conditions and guidehnes to be laid down by the election cominissioner.
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The hlling of the semiar presiding officer’s journal should he made compulsory
and the SPQO s should be required to record both incidents of wiclence and
malpractices and positive developmients &t the polling stations and counting
centers. The jumor presiding officer can alio be reguired o fill a joumal
imdependently. The Assistant Retuming Officers who supervise polling booths
should ensure that these journals are filled.

All candidates should be required to submit a declaration of their assats 1o the
returning officers with the nomination papers. Such declarations should be
sealed and kept with the R.O. for scrutiny il required at a later date, The
capenditure o be incurred by candidates in their election campaipn shouvld be
subjected 1o a ceiling. Campaign expenditure at locul government elections
has nisen sharply. Rising campaign expenditure would discourage civie-
mwinded responsible citizens from contesting elections. Tt would also Lempl
those candidates who secure election 1o use their position W make money.
This ceiling can be revised periodically based on increase in costs of election
CAMN NS,

The provigions made under the current election law to prevent impersonanons
are tol acequate, Impersonations relating to voters who have gone abroad for
employment are substantial. The preparanion of a separale register of voters
living abroad at the tune of 1evision of the election rezisters can be considered.
This hist could be made available to the SPO% wha sheuld exereise due care in
the 1s5ue of ballot papers 1o such persons, Mutking the national identity card
mandatory for votng is an effective method of preventing impersonations.

The extent to which vehicle transport 18 allowed for election work has to be
ciamined. The local povernment areas are relatively small and the nesd for
current level of wvehicle transport particularly on the polls day requires
scrtiny. Vehicle ransport use can lead to abuse of olficial vehicles and an
inerease in violence and clection vielalions by facilitatng mobility for large
groups of people to roam the arca committing offences.

The implementation of these recommendations on a piccemeal basis s not
desirable. It should be preceded by a comprehensive review of the curcent
electoral provess and the laws govemming the process. The recommendations
could be mecomparated in a new clectoral process, which would eliminate the
current unhealihy featurcs and achieve the following objectives.
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() Strengthening democracy al the local government level.

(b) Flect an adminictration which will address local government level issucs
and deliver services efficiently and effectively (i enbance the quality ol
lile-of the people in the area.

() FClect civie-minded people with integrity to rin the: administralion.

(d) Enhance good governance al the locul level

(e) Eliminate election vialence and malpractices at the loval level.

{f) Eliminate contral of loeal  pgovernment administration by central
government politicians.

(23 Develap local leved leaders.

(h) Strengthen the process of decentalization o povemment.

New electoral syslems wmed a achicving these objectives can enly succeed in a
frame work comprising sound pelicies, electoral lvwe and regulations with little room
for incrpretation, instilutions cmbodying checks and balances, mechanisms for
enforcing rules and regulations and punishing violators and the emergenee of 4
political culinre leading to respect for and compliance with democratic norms and
practices and good governance.
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Institutions for which Local Government Llections were held

Under Four Phases

PHASE T - 20.03.2002 — Local Government Elections
(222 Local Government Institutions)

{T; b Colomba District
il L Mumcipal Council of Dehiwala- Mount lavinig
2. Municipal council of S Jayawardenapura Kotte
3. Uiban Council of Moratuwa
4 Urban Couneil of Kolonnawa
5. Urban Council of Scethawaka
6.  Thban Council of M aharagama
7. Kotikawatte Mulleriyawa Prudeshiya Sabhawa
8. Kaduwela Pradeshiva Sabhawa
Y. Homagama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
10.  Seethaw:ka Pradehsiva Sabhaws
H“'l: ..'__:c-.;\ Gampaha District
B 11. Municipal Council of Negambo
12, Municipal Council of Gampuha
13, Urban Council of Waltala - Mabola
14, Urban Council of Minuwangoda
15, Uban Council of Ja - Ela
16. Wattala Pradeshive Sabhawa
17.  Katana Pradeshiva Sbhawa
18, Diwulapitiya Pradeshiya Subhawa
19, Meerigama Pradeshiva Sablhiawa
20.  Minuwangoda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
21, Autanagalla Pradeshiva Sabhawa
22, Gampaha Pradeshiva Sabhawa
23, Ju-Fla Pradeshiva Sabhawn
24.  Mahara Pradeshiva Sabhawa
25.  Dompe Pradeshiya Sabliawa
. 26.  Kelaniya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
27 Biyagama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
(&) Kalutara District
il 28.  Urban Council of Horans
29, Urban Council of Berywala
30, Panadura Pradeshiya Sahhawa
31, Bandaragama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
32. Hoerana Pradeshiva Sabhawa
33, Bulathsinghala Pradeshiya Sabhawa
34. Mathugama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
35. Dodamgoda Praadeshiya Sabhawa
36. Kalutara Pradeshiya Sabhawa
37. Beruwala Pradeshiya Subhawa
38.  Agalawatle Pradeshiva Ssbhawa
39.  Walallavita Pradeshiya Sabhawa




it
Qﬁ‘_‘. Kandy District

' 40.  Municipal Council of Mahanuwara
41. Urban Council of Wallezama
47 Tirban Council of Kadugannawi
43. Urban eouncil of Gampola
44 Urban Council of Nawalapitiya
45.  Thumpane Pradeshiva Sabhawa
46. Harispattusea Pradeshiya Sabhawa
47 Akurana Pradeshiya Sabhawa
48 Pujapitiya Pradestiya Subhawa
49 [Pathadumbara Pradeshiya Sbhawa
S0 Panvila Pradeshovi Sabhawi
51 Uldudumbars Pedeshiva Subhaw
52, Minipe Pradeshiyan Sablunsn
53, Muedas Dubara Pradeshiya Sabhaws
54, Kundusule Pradeshoyi Sablawi
55, Patha Hewagama Pradeshiya Sabhawa
56.  Kandy Gravets and Gangivwatty Koy Posdeshivi Sablbawa
57.  Yauaui Nuwara Pradeshiya Sabhiwa
58, Vdu Nuwara Pradeshiya Sabhawa
59. Udapalatha Pradeshiya Sabhawa
60. Ganga lhala Koralya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
61. Pasbage Pradeshiya Sabhawa

(@ Matale District

= 62. Municipal Council of Matale

63.  Dambulla Pradeshiya Sabhawa

64. Pallepola Pradeshiyaa Sabhawa

65. Galewela Pradestiya Sabhawa

66.  Abangangs Korale Pradeshia Subbarwa
67. Laggala Pallegama Pradeshiya Sabhawa
n8.  Naulla Pradeshiya Sabhawu

69,  Milgamuwa Pradeshiya Sabhuwa

70. Matale Pradeshiya Sabhawa

71 Yatawarte Pradeshiya Sabhawa

72. Rauota Pradeshiva Sabhawa

T4, Uknwela Pradeshiya Sabhawa

Q%H Nuwara Eliya District

il 74.  Municipal Council of Nowara Eliva
75 Harron Dik Oya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
76,  Urban Council of Thalawakale / Lindula
77. NWuwara Eliya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
78. Kotmale Pradeshiva Sabhawa
79.  Hzguranketha Pradeshiva Sabhawa
80. Walapane Pradeshiya Sabhawa



lfj@ Galle District

81. Lrban Council of Ambalzngoda
82, Urban Council of Thkkaduwa
&3. DBalapitiya Pradashiva Sabhawa
84,  Ambalangoda Pradeshiva Sabhawa
£5.  Rarandeniva Pradeshiya Sabhawa
80,  Denthota Pradeshiva Sabhiawa
87. Tlpitiya Pradeshiya sabhawa
88 Neluwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
8% Thawaluma Pradeshiye Sabhawa
90. Nagoda Pradeshiya Sabhawsa
O1. Niyagama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
92, Baddegama Pradeshiya Sabhawa
83, Yakkalamulla Pradeshiya Shhawn
94,  Hikkaduwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
95.  Akmecmana Pradeshiva Sabhawa
96.  Bope Poddala Pradeshiva Sabhawa
97 Haburachawa Pradehsiva Sabhawa

\-“- —
Q_S‘E' Matara District
B 98 Mumecipal Council of Maiar

99, Urban Council of Weligima

100 Kotapola Pradeshiva Sabhawa

101. Hakmana Pradeshiva Sabhawa
102, Mulatiyana Pradeshiya Sabhawa
103, Pasgoda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
104, Malimbacda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
105, Kamburupitiya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
106. Thihagoda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
107, Devi Nuwara Pradeshive Sabhawa
108 Dikwells Pradehsiva Sabhawa
109. Martara Pradeshiva Subhawa

110. Weligama Pradeshiya Sabhawa

=

( (F-ﬁ Hambantota District

< I11. Urbun Council of Hambantora
112. Weerakeliya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
113, Kutuwana Pradeshiya Sabhawa
L4, Beliatte Pradeshiya Sabhawa
115, Tangalle Pradeshiva Sabhawa
116, Agunukola Palassa Pradeshiya Snbhawa
117, Ambalaniota Pradeshiva Sabhawa
115. Tissamaharama Pradeshiya Sabhawa
|19, Hambantota Pradeshiva Sabliswa
120. Lunugarmvehera Pradeshiya sabhawa

—



C\%' Kurunegala District

o 121. Mumecipal Council of Knrunegala
122, Urban Council of Kulivapitiva
123, Galgamuwa Pradeshiys Sabhawa
124, Ginthawa Prdeshiyva Sabhawa
125, Polpithigama Pradeshiya Sahbaws
126, Nikawerativa Pradeshiya Sabluws
127. Kobeigane Pradeshiya Sablaws
128. Mahawa Pradesh:ya Sabhow
129 Tbbagamuwa Pracdeshiyy Sabiliawii
130. Wanyapala Pradeshivi Subhawa
131. Panduwas Muwara Pradeshiya Sabhawa
132 Bingmya Pradeshiva Sabhawa
123, Pannala Pradeshiya Sabhavwa
134. Kulivapitiya Pradeshiva Sabhawa
135 Alawwa Pradeshiva Sabliawa
126. Polgahawels Pradeshiva Sabhawa
127, Kurunegala Pradeshiva Sabhawa
138. Rideegama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
139, Mawathagama Pradeshiya Sabhawa
140, Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabhawa

‘\\Ti:‘ Puttalam District

= 141. Usbun Council of Puttalam

142, Urban Council of Chilaw

143, Kalpitiya Pradeshiya Sabhawa

|44. Puttalama Pradesinya Sabhawa

145. Arachchikattuwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
146. Wanathavilluwa Pradeshiva Subhawa
147. Anamaduwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa

148, Karuwalagaswewa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
149, Nawagaththegama Pradeshiya Salihawa
150, Chilaw Pradeshiva Sabliawa

151, Vennappuwa Pradeshiya Subhawa

@. Anuradhapura District

= 152. Mumicipal Council of Anuradhapura
153, Medawachchiya Pradeshiva Sabhawa
154. Rambewa Pradeshiya Sabhawu
155. Kabithigollawa Pradeshiva Sabhawa
156. Padaviya Pradeshiva Sabhawa
157, Kahatagasdigiliva Pradestuya Sabhawa
158, Horowpathana Pradeshiva Sabhawa
159. Thalawa Pradeshiva Sabliawa
160. Nuwaragampalutha Fast Pradeshiva Sabhawa
161. Nuwaragampalatha Central Pradeshiva Sabhawa
162, Nochichiyugama Pradeshiyva Sabhawa
163. Rajunganaya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
164. Galnewa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
1G5, Ipalopama Pradeshiya Sabhawa




166. Kekirawa Pradeshiva Sabhawa
107, Pelagama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
168, Gulenbindunuwewa Pradeshiya Sabhawe

@3 Polonnaruwa District
169, Elahera Pradeshiya Sabhawa
170. Hingorakgoda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
171. Medirigiriyva Prdeshiya Sabhawa
172. Lankapura Pradeshiya Sabhawa
173. Dimbulagale Pradeshiva Sabhawa
174, Thamankaduwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa

[: [P’{‘:_.i Badulla District

175. Municipal Counci] af Badulla

176. Uiban Council of Bandarawela

177. Urban Council of Haputale

17%. Urban Council of Mahiyanganaya
179, Ridi Malivadda Pradeshiya Sabhawa
180. Soranatota Pradeshiya Sabhawa
181. Meegahakiula Pradeshiya Sabhae
182. Kandeketiya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
183, Passara Pradeshive Sabhawa

154, Badulla Pradeshiya Sabhawa

185. Uva Paranagania P'radeshiva Sabhawa
186. Welimada Pradeshiya Sabhawa

187. Bandarawela Pradeshiya Sabhawa
188. Ella Pradeshiva Sabhawa

189, Haputale Pradeshiya Sabhawa

190. Haldumulla Pradeshiya Sabhawa

Q@u Monaragala District
" 191. Bibile Pradeshiva Sabliawa
192, Medagama Pradeshiva Sabhawa
183, Madulla Pradeshiya Sabhawa
194. Sivabalanduwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
195. Badalkumbura Pradeshiva Sabhawe
196, Kataragami Pradeshiva Sabhawa
197 Wellawava Pradeshiva Sabhawn
198, Thanamalviia Pradeshiya Sabhawa
~
@_I Ratnapura District
5 199, Urban Council of Balanpoda

200, Ehalivagoda Pradeshiva Sabhiawa

201. Kuruvita Fradeshiva Sabhawa

202, Palmadulla Pradeshiva Sabhawa

203, Imbulpe Pradeshiva Sabhawa

204, Atakalampannz Pradeshiya Sabhaws

205. Weligepola Pradeshiva Sabhawa

206. Nivithizala Pradeshiya Sabhawa

207. Ayaguma Pradeshiya Sabhawy




(&

208 Kalawana Pradeshiya Sabhawa
209. Embilipitiya Pradeshiya Sabhawa
410, Kolonna Pradeshiya Sabhawa
211. Balangoda Pradeshiya Sabhaws

Kezalle District
712 Urban Council of Kegalle
113. Warakapola Pradeshiya Sabhuwa
214. Guligamuwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa
215, Kegalle Pradeshiya Sabhawa
216. Rambukkana Pradeshiya Sabhawa
217. Mawanella Pradeshiya Sabhawa
21% Aranayaka Pradeshiya Sabhawa
219, Yauyantota Pradeshiva Sabhawa
22(). Ruwanwella Pradeshiya Sabhawa
221, Dehiovita Pradeshiva Sabhawa
222, Deramiyapala Pradeshiya Sabliawa

DIHASE 1T - 25.03.2002 — Local Goverminent Tlections 2002

(8 Local Government Institutions}

Ampara District
1. Ampara Urban Council
2. Demattakandiva Pradeshinya Salshawa
3. Uhana Pradeshiya Salbieee
4. Damana Pradeshoyn Sablawa
5 Padiyathatawa Prdeshiya Sabliowa
6. Lahugala Pradeshiya Sabhawa
7. Namal Ova Pradeshiva Sabhawa
% Damana Pradeshiva Sabhawa

PHASE I11 - 20.05.2002 - Local Government Elections
(17 Local Government Institutions)

Colombo District
1. Municipal Council of Colombo

=

2. Keshawa Pradeshiva Sabhawa

Galle District
3. Municipal Council of Galie

Ratnapura District
4. Mumeipal Council of Ratnapura
5. Ratnapura Pradeshiya Sabhawa

Gampaha District
6. Urban Couneil of Paliyagoda
7. Urban Council of Katunayake — Siduwa



o |

Kalutara District
8. Urban Counci) of Panadura
4. Kalutara Pradeshiya Sabhawa

Hambantota Districl
16, Urhan Council of Tangalla

Puttalam District
11. Naththandiya Pradeshiyva Sabhawa

Anuradhapura District
12. Mihintale Pradeshiva Sabhawa
13. Tirnppane Pradashiya Sabhawa

Badulla Dstrict
14, Hah Ela Pradeshiva Sabhawa

Monaragala District
15. Monarazala Pradeshiyu Subbuwa
16. Buttala Pradeshiya Subhawa

Nuwara Lliya District
17, Ambagamusa Pradeshivs Sabhawa

PHASE 1V - 08.03.2003 — Local Government Eleclions
(One Local Government lostitution)

Matara District
1. Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabhawa



Country's Local Government Institutions

No. of Mo of No of
No |District Muncipal |[Urben Pradeshiva [Total
Councils  |Councils |Sabhas )

1|Colombo 4 3 5 12
=|Gampaha 2 § 12 19
J|Kalutara 0 4 10 14
4| Kandy 1 4 i 7 22
5|Malale 1 0 11 12
6|Nuwara Eliya 1 2 5 8
/| Galle 1 2 15 18
8|Matara 1 ; 1 12 14
[Hambantota O 2 g 11
[0{Kurunegala 1 1 18 20
| 1/Pullalama 0 2 10 12
| 12|Anuradhapura 1 0 18 19
13|Polonnaruwa 0 0 6 13
14|Badulla 1 2 14 17
15| Monaragala 0 0 10 10
16| Ratnapura 1 1 1 15
17|Kegalle 0 1 10 il
18|Jaffna 1 3 12 16
19|Kilinochchi 0 0 3 3
20| Mannar 0 0 4 4
21 [Vavuniya 0 1 4 5
22 [Mullativu 0 0 4 4
| 23|Batticaloa 1 1 10 12
24| Ampara 1 1 14 16
25| Trincomalee 0 1 ] 10 1
TOTAL 18 | 37 256 311

Saurce Department of Elections
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