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INTROPUCTION AND BACKGROUNT)

IEsemunaton of minrmaton o the form ol news:has s ever il"lt.:l'{-!':'l!-:it'lﬂ ﬂihhaT markoet,
mxlodmy our countrv. The immense influence of the media over millions of viewers,
steners and readers which create change and shape up their attitudes, ideas, opinions

-— - 4

=i world oot ook, cannot be neglecled or under estimated. Henea, any election
momitorng mission would nol be accomplished fruithully, unlass that process covers the
Eebanour of the masy media during the enlire election periogd. 1t is Jue to this cssental

£ that PAFFREL decided to momitor the local povernment slection.

the Jowest line of povernance m S Lanka s thal of the local government system. Yel, il
= an mmportant system as it deals directly with loval needs and problems and therefore
Aculd be the indamental, essential framework for contributing, to goad governanee io
the country. Lecal councils by and large have been ineffective mostly due o Tack of
suman and financial resources; bul also te quote Prof. 5T, Hettige (Dady Mirror,
vember 15, 2006) due ta “shorl comings such as poor organizational culture, absenece
rgantized popular pressure, lack of political will and the marginalization of local

comnals i the context of df-“n.'i"|l.’,‘.-1'?‘|‘|"nr‘_'|‘|l_ administration’,

Socognizing the need for resvitalicing the local government, 2 Presidential Commission
Penquory on local government reforms was established in 19953, to create 4 new vision
i people’s participation, respond e public needs, deliver services ellicienlly and
quitably and maintain g high degree of public trast, accountability and ransparency,
rom The report of the Presidential Commission 1999).

Howing on this commission, ke further stongthen the system a projecl was devizsed,

Iransparent and Accountable Incal government”, [TALG) funded by USAIL. The
mmplementing agency was Asia Foundalion in collaboration with the Ministry of
rovineial Councils and the Local government and the S Lanka Institule of local

vernance. The project covers tharty five local authorities in southern, eastom, north
central, north western and central provinees. The kev focal areas under TALG are:

Institulional strengthening
) Sustammng and replicaling good practices

Buillding political will for lecal povernment reform

s against this background that ore should leek at the Local Government slectians of
AN This new vision envisages the possibility of changing the relationships between

citizens and local authoribes and thirefore the atizens of the area need 1o be invalved,

Ihis = an important factor recopnized, thal made PAFFREL Ll monilor the eleclions



wilthoat international obgervars. It s mportan that locals from each distnct be
palvanized to momator the candidates win would deliver the secvices and goods to thiir

i local constiiency

PAITRIL the main and accredited msbtute i menitonng elections in 51 Lanka
deemed il important to be watcindog, supervisor of how both the printesd and electromic
medin. cavered the event. The media tends ko leave toom for exagperalion or
degradation, and over expasing or hiding and mistaterpretation or niisguatation. Jtisa
usual allegation that durmg, the dlection period the media W our country select, produce
and present their Programmes in a bias manner. Therafore, PAFFREL decided to check
e behaviou ¢ mass media by momitoring their political programmes/ arhicles o ass0ss
tipir neutrality, This decision was strengthenod witl U fact that the entire #lection
monitoring mission would not be completed unless the medha monitoring 15 not
inchaded inle that mission: PAF FREL verv firmly belinvid that in ardar to pave the way
far a froe and falr electio, the roll plaved by the media should be scrutinized deeply

during the election Lme

This monitoring report i a balanced coverdge of the role of the media Juring the period
of the local government elections ol 2006, We would like to gphasize the fact that the
findings and data included in this report is published in poond faith and of we lave m any
way conbributed towards stronglhening e democracy by daing so, that would be the

reward we adore for the difficult work we carrtesd ont.
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Local Government Flections - 2006
Final Report on the Behaviour of Electronics and Print Media

1. First chapter - Local Government Elections and Mass Media
1.1. A bricl overview

The Local Government Hlectons of 2006 were held in twao phases, The first phase of the
clection was held on 30.03.2006, the second phase was conducted on 20.5.2006. The
nominations were called for by the Flection Commissioner and accordingly political
parties and independent groups submitted thetr nomination lists on 16.2.2006, From this
day forwards PAFFRET deployved the media monilonng team to study and as talyze the
behaviour of the mass media, This process was carried oul tll the end of post-electinn
periad,

The elementary basic (ruth of the mportance of the mass media in modern era as a
modulator in modifying the social consciousness  and disseminating the human
knowledge and news SHETges s a critical factor in day to day life of citizens The
average madern citizen spends a considerahle e watchine or listenin g o TV, Radio
and reading newspapers. In that content, it is obvious that the mass media acts as g
forerunner in d isseminating information and determines the direction of public opinion.
Based on Uhe aforesaid reality, PAFFREL has covered its' third elechion, monitoring the
behaviour of the mass media, In order to ase the practical difficullies that could arise
due to the vastness of the subject ficld, the whole exercise Las been divided into (wo
main logical sections, They are discussed under followin g section.

I Electronic Media - Categorized as television services and racdio services
il. Print Media - Divided into three companents, The Daily National Papers,
Weekend National papers and Weekly alternative NCWSpapers.

The ownership of both forms of media can bo divided into two sections:-
1) State owned
2) privale owned
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2 Second Chapter - Methodology of Observation

|k

1. Adopted methodologies and reasons to use them,
[he ermumology of traditional observalion methodologies relaling lo sociological and
= communication (ields has been avoided and instead, observation methodologics

identified in simple teimis have been used. In order to ease the practical difficulties that
could arise due to the vastness of the subject field, the whole exercise have been divided

into two main logical sections, as follows -

I Flectromics media

IL Primt media

2.1.1. BElectronics media
As previously mentioned, two major sections of the electronic media are the television

and the radio.

21.1.1 Television

With the exemption of ETV and ART TV, as it had no political programmes which were
applicable k& the local povernment elechion of 2006, all the other television chanmels were
monitored. Programmes in the 5ri Lanka Ruopavabhim corporation, Independent
Television Network, Swarmavahind, Sirasa TV, TV Lanka, Derana TV, TNL, Dye channel,
Shakthi TV and MTV were analvzed. News bulletins were also covered. Some of the

criteria adopted are:

¥ Main news bulletins of each television channel.

* Direct political programumnes including political discussions and [orums have
been analyzed to ascertain the level of political tias of that programme.
Generally, these kinds of programmes would extend for 34 hours, in which
period cach representabive of party or independent group will have three
oecasions to express their views.

* The whole exercise of the programme was observed stressing on points such

a5;

a: the representalive of the pelilical party or the mdependent group whe
made the opening speech of the discussion,

b. the allocated time Span fur each and every representative,

c. the representative of the political party or the independent group that made
the closing speech of the discussion.

d. the wisible differences among each representative, in the fields of oratory,

rhetoric and pressimg an argument ete.



e. whether these ropresentatives wore (undfated by their  political
parby/independent party or whether they were named and invited by the
producess of the TV programumes.

. the mle plaved by the compeer conduc sy the propramme Was he acting
mmpattially or was he bias towards ome party?

g the tofal number of hours allocated for the programme.

2.1.1.2 Electronics media - Radin

Monitoring all the radio channels i Sri Lanka is a formidahle task for a; 1y Urganization
Theretore, it was decided that at leasl one channel from each media institution will be
selecled for observation. The radio stalions that we monitored mclnded:- Sri Lanka
Broadecasting Cooperation, Lakhanda; Hiru EM, Isita FM, Siraga M. Tsura EM, Sti FM,
Esura FM, Sooryan FM, Shakthi FM and Noth £M.

The main news balleting of all the channels were coverad v our monitoring team, Each
news bulletin was basically divided nla head lines and details. Both the headlines and
details were analyzed to ascertain Lhe implication of that news item lo the listeners,
Special attention had alsn boen paid to judpe whether any distorbon 'ar Labrication of
news had taken place. The order of the prasentation, fhe pattarn of the sentences used
deseriba the cident, possible equivocations, if any and gpilogues were same of the
ather related aspects that have been used to decide the level of impartiadity of a news
bulletin

Apart from the main news bulleting, the number of oecasions of e rly or hall-honely
rews briefs were counted and considared to see whether an undue bias or #dverse
publicity was piven for an inciden! or event or 3 anbech i ke sense of oxa gerating or

extenuating tho values of the news.

Based on Ihe above, the numiber of minutes alloeated in (avour or agamst political partics
or independent groups was counted to find whetler an equal appartunily was provided
for the Lsteners to decide their chaice of political weology,

2.1.2, Print media

A criterion has begn applicd o selecl newspapers relevant to this ohsorvalion, out of the
PF pap
vast number ¢f publicatizns,
* Wae decided to stek B the conventional defirition of 4 newsia er, Le. “the
Spag
paper hat provides news” on this exercise. Based o that mterpretalion, we
were compelled to leave out most of the tablodd s LS.
* Monthly or fortmightiv publicaticns vere excludad from this stady
; AR ;
¥ Publicatious that addross certain age proups, religlous groups, cthnie groups,
ot those which are limiled Lo local drenlations wore exemped.
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Conseguently, daily and weekly publicalions of 24 newspapers were monitored during
the pre-election period. The list is as follows:-

* Daily Sinhala papers : - (1) Divaina {2) Lakbima (3) Lankadeepa (4) Dinamina
Daily nglish papers - (1) Daily News (2) Daily Mirror (3) The Island

* Daily Tamil papers - (1) Thinakkural (2) Thinakaran (3) Wecrakesari (4) Sudar
CHi

* Weekly Sinhala papers - (1) Silumina (2] Irida Divaina (3) Irida Lakbima (4)
Irida Lankadeepa

* Weokly English papers - (1) Sunday Observer 92) Sunday Times (3) Sunday
Leader (4) Sunday Island

* Weekly alternative papers - Sinhala & English - (1) Ravava (2) Sathdina (3)
[rudina {4) Lanka (5) The Morning [ cader

A maore logical and comprehensive method of monitoring a newspaper was analyzed
under four segments. They are:-

I To determine the political trend of a given newspaper, the contents af the
front page and contents of the other pages were analyzed separately, It is
envisapged that the front Page is designed in such a way, lhat the general
reader would be improssed by the outiook of that newspaper,

1. The headling, the main news item, the main photographs, if anv, other
arlicles and politically oriented commercial advertisements of the front
page, were considered.

0L Considering the other pages of a newspaper, such as news items related to
political articles, political revicws, editorial, he othor articles of political
importance, non-political articles and politically oriented adverlisemants
have provided the base for the analysie,

IV.  The cartoons and satirical columns wers piot included for the study, in spite
of their sharp, sliong political hints, on an assumphion that the stroke of
brush of a cartoonist or a pen of a sabirist im plies an artistic view, rather
than a political view

Quantitative and gualitative methads were applied to decide the fact whether a
newspaper has displayed the political bias in reporting the news. The details such as (a)
space covered by a headline, (b) Space covered by the contents, (¢) placement of (he
arlicles (First page, other pages, top of the paper, comer of the paper, the font size,
colours, outlines, if any; the ather news articles surrounding the particular news lfem,
their implications elc.) ware used to analyze a news article,



The Commissioner of [Teclione has issued
during the last Prosidentia!
conduct was alza ope
Annex 1 d 11

guidclines tor the alectroniy and print medi;
tlochion in 2003, These direviions, aquivalent to 4 code o
of the crilerions that vee murititmined ia the manitorng procesy,
show the puidelines issued by the Commissioner b this effect,
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3. Third Chapter - Behaviour of the Electronic media in pre-election
peried from 17.2.2006 to 31.3.2006.

The electronic media which includes television and radio may be categorized, on the
basis of ownership, into stat media and private media,

3.1. State Media

In this analysis the programmes of the 5ri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, Independent
lelevision Network, 5ri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation and Lakhanda Radio Service
were taken into consideration to judge their political propensity. The members of the
directors of these government institutions are nominated and appointed by the Media
Ministry, thereby the overall control of this mass media will lic in the hands of the
ministry.

Rupavahini

Out of the tolal air time of 786.% minutes used by this TV channel for news items, 271.06

minutes have been allocated for political news items in [ollowing manner.
Tavourable to Percentage  Unfavourable  Percentage

(Crmr) (Cm)
UPFA 203.16 31.35 s =
UNP 10.16 1.56 14.68 2.27
VP 3342 5.16 - -
JHLU 9 06 1.39 = :
TNA
Socialist
Front - - - -
Ind. Groups 0.58 0.09 - -

- Fovoisrabile & Linfovourahle 1o e arty

NP | P
Canaid | Canaid | Candid
afss | al|s | afes
Favoursale: | A32§ | 184 | 678 | 138
[ infavnurahia | 227
Nupirat

Heiaur | Social
umayd




lhe figures in the above table clarify the clear difference of the time allocated to
political party or group. It reserves 10.16 minutes for the UNP. A vast number
minutes of 203.16 were allocated for the favourable publicity of the UPFA. The most
notable feature of the above table is the number of minutes allocated for unfavrouable.
news on the UNP. Particularly Rupavahini, seemed to have forgotten to criticize all the.
other political partics except the UNP. Rupavahini spent 14.68 minutes [or untavourable
news on the UNF as against the favourable news of 10.16 minutes.

Independent Television Network (ITN)
As clarified by the following table, out of the total air time of 729.15 minutes, 22.1% or

162007 minutes were used on political news. The following table may indicate the way in
which ITN divided its’ air time to each political party.

Favowrable to Percentuge  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cm) {Cm)
UPFA 129.01 2037 1.85 (.29
VP 17.52 277 = =
UNP 11.02 1.74 1910 3.6
THU 3.66 0.58 - -
TNA - - - -
Socialist
Front - - - -
Ind. Groups - = - -

The analysis of the ITN news items shows a similar pattern of behavior as in the case of
Rupavahini. While the news bulletins were drastically biased towards UPFA, the
favourable news on UNP, one of the major parties in the country, had almost been

9



negiocted. However in comparison to Rupavani, this channel had telecasted some
uniavourable news as well with regard to most of the key plavers of the election. The
proportion of the favourable news on UPFA, VP, UNP, and JHU is 100 : 13 : 8 : 2

respectively.
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation

Ihe Sq Lanka Broadcasting Corporation, consisting of several broadcasting services;
divided either on the basis of the nature of the service or the targeted community group.
Accordingly, we can observe the local service, commercial service, English service, Tamil
service and Hindi service, which are operating under SLBC. However, as was clarified at
the beginning of this repart, our monitoring was aimed at studying the behaviour of the
local service of SLBC. The following table is a recult of the study on news bulletins
broadeasted by SLBC.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Ca) (Cr)

UPFA 49,85 17.49 - -

UNP - - 281 0.99

VP 1 0.36 . -

JHU k - = )

TNA - = - -

Socialist

Front - - = <

Ind. Groups 0.8 0.28 - -

10



It is obvious that ST.BC koo, has followed the Pattern adopted by other slate media
as Rupavahini and [TN. SI.BC has broadcasted more favourable news for UPFA, in
ratio of 99:1 for UPFA and Independent groups respectively,

Lakhanda Radio

Lakhanda has allocated 5497 minules to broadcast news on all the pulitical entities. This
air time has been divided Amongst various political parties as shown in the table below,

Favourable to Percentuge  Unfavourable Percentuge
(Cm) (Core)

UFFA 46.29 17.94 - -

UNP 0.56 022 2.99 116

JVP 243 0.95 - =

[HU - - - -

TNA - - - -

Socialist

Front = - - =

Ind. Groups - - 0.77

Again the pattern of broadcasting more news items favourable tuwards the UPFA is
visible as in the cases of the other broadcasting services run by a board of directors

appointed by the government. Accordingly, a vast number of favourable news items for
UPFA over the UNP were broadcasted by this radie station in a ratio of 100:5

11
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respechvely. Also il should be noted here that a more favourable publicity has been
given to JVF over UNP.

3.2. Analysis of Private Flectronic Media

Seven TV stations and nine radio stations were monitored during the pre-election
peniod. The main news bulletins in each media mstitution and the political programmcs
were selected for monitoring, The propensily of the main news bulleting will be
examined herewith as the political programmes will be discussed in the latter stage of

this report.

Sirasa TV

The Maharaja organization owns this TV channel which delivers its programmes o the
Sinhala speaking community. During the pre-election period Sirasa TV had allocated a
total of 165.04 minutes for palitical news which could be categorized Inlo two mam
proups, favourable and unfavourable with the mtention of gotting a clearer picture of the
behaviour pattern of this television channel. The following table shows the way the news

was lelecasted with regard to each political party.

Favenrable to Percentage  Unfavonrable Percentage
(Comi) {(Cr)

UNP B0 9y o ¥ 392 .64

UPFA 41,53 &.71 2305 4.U5

JHU 5.96 (.57 05 (.08

Ind, Groups 59 0.9 -

VP 246 0.4 18.47 3.0

TNA 0.5 .06 n -

Socialist

Front - - - -




The above table could be used in order to judge the political Propensity of this channel,
Sirasa has given UNP a more prominent place over UPFA in telecasting news items,
especially the favourable news. When considering the unfavourable news items, if such
news were related to UPFA or the JVP it was highlighted frequently. Thus, Sirasa, while
telecasting favourable news in a ratio of UNP - 100 : UPFA - 68 - JHU - 10 : Ind. Group -
1W: VP -4 - TNA - 1 » untavourable news to each parties were telecasted al the
following ratio - UPFA - 100: VP - 73: UNP - 16 - JVP - 2 establishing that Sirasa TV
has been bias towards UNP.

Swarnavahini

Swarnavahini, the offspring of the E.A P, media network, targets its’ programmes to
Sinhala speaking viewers, During the pre-clection period a total of 160.56 minutes had
been allocated for political news, The distribution of this total time for political entities is
shown below,

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cim) (Crn)

UFFA 53.64 /.96 14.67 209

UNP 2.0 7 473 0.68

VP 21.76 311 0.65 0.09

IHu 6.25 (.89 - -

INA = - - -

Socialisl

Front - E = 5

Ind. Group - - 4.85 0.69
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It should be specifically mentioned that when comparing the favourable news items
telecasted for UPFA and UNF, only a marginal difference of 3.63 minutes is visible,
inclining that Swarnavahinin has given a fairly reasonable publicity for the two main
political parties in a proportion of UPFA - 100: UNP - 93. On the other hand by
telecasting more unfavourable news on the UPFA as against UNP in a proportion of
100:32, Swarnavahini, in our observation has marred themselves in their ability to report
news in a neutral manner.

TNL

This TV channel owned by Teleshan Network Services telecasts three news bulletins
daily. For our study, we have chosen the news bulletin presented at 19.55 hrs. A total of
141.14 minutes of political news items allocated by TNL can be arranged as follows to get
a better understanding.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cm) (Cm)

UNP 74.95 21.56 2.0 0.57

UPFA 36,81 10.58 14.36 419

vr 5.35 1.54 341 0.98

JHU 1.0 (.29 0.5 (.15

Ind. Group 2.56 0.75 - -

Socialist

Front - - - -



to telecast news bulleting favourable to UNP by a proportion
of UNP-100: UPFA-49 and the parties such as TVP, JHU and other independent groups
‘were allocated only a marginal coverage, Of the unfavourahle news, 14.56 minutes were
used for unfavourable news on the UPEA,

TNL has shown a tendency

MTV

matters. The following chart gives an indication of the division of political news during
the pre-election perind,

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Co) (Crre)
UPFA 46,49 49.05 40.26 /.84
UNP 211 41 4.29 0.83
JVP 247 2.79 14.36 0.81
JTHU 8.81 1.71 4.08 0.8
INA 1.23 (.25 = :
Socialist
Fronl 1,95 .38 - -

Ind. Group 43 0.83 - -
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MTV attempted to facilitate favourable news items to almost all the stakcholders of the
clection, though not in an equal propertion. However, no other television or radio
station has oftered this comumendable opportunity for all the parties. Anyhow, in this TV
channel more news favourable towards the UPFA was telecasted over other political
enitities in & ratio of UNI* 100 : UPFA 45 : JVP - 20. It is also noteworthy that while MTV
was trying to uplift UPEA, it has also telecasted unfavourble news on the UPFA, in
almost an cqual density. But MTV, appears tn have been reluctant to produce much
unfavourable news regarding the UNP. Hence, ultimately it could be surmised that MTV
has acted in a somewhat bias manner towards the UNP.

Shakthi TV

Another TV channel functioning under the Maharaja organization and is focused on the
Tamil speaking community. For political news this TV has reserved 195.74 minutes out
ot the total air time during pre-election period. The chart is attached herewith to show
the behaviour pattern of Shakthi TV.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cen) (Crn)

UNP 59.72 9.8 577 0.95
UPFA 45.33 744 42.33 .95

JVP 4.96 (.81 2042 3.35

JTHU 5.88 0.96 506 0.83

TNA 0.93 0.15 - -

Ind. Groups 2.86 0.47 - -

Socialist

Front - - - -

16



The behaviour pattern of this particular channel is similar to MTV, with Lhe exception of
providing more favourable news regarding the LUNP, which has been uplifted in this
channel. JVI* has been subjected to more criticism in comparison to favourable news.

TV Lanka

The client basc and the viewers for this channel mostly consist of the Sri Lankans living
abroad. In our analysis, we have found out that during the election period this TV
channel had prescented and designed its' news bulletins in such a way, where the
favourable news items on the UPFA were placed and telecasted with higher priority
over the ather political parties. The following chart shows a clearer picture.

favourable to  Peveentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cr) (Cm)

UPFA #3.32 12.13 2.35 0.35

UNP 11.27 1.64 2.26 0.33

VP 3.87 0.56 291 (.42

JHU 4 48 0.66 - -

TNA - = - -

Ind. Groups 7.01 1.02 - -

Sacialist

Front - - - -

7
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Derana TV

Of all the Television and Radio Services, Derana TV has presented and dedicated the
highest number of minutes, that is to say 85,26 minutes of favourable news on the UPFA,
whereas for the other major contender, UNTP, Derana has allocated only 23.3 minutes.
The chart attached below is self-explanatory to this effect. (Total air time reserved for
political news were 141,18 minutes)

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percenluge
(Crra) (Can)
UFFA 35.26 1551 1521 277
UNP 233 4724 276 (.5
VP 564 1.02 - o
THU 6.26 1.14 = -
Ind. Group 275 0.5 - -

18



Favourable to Percentage

(Cen)
UPFA 14.51 4.24
UNP 27.58 8.07
VP . :
JHU 3.12 (.92
Ind. Group 526 1.54

19
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Sri FM

This EM that comes from the EAP media network has not placed much significance on
political news. In fact the air time it has reserved for news is 28.75 minutes, which is the
second lowest in the electronic media, in news bulletins. The following chart shows the

total ime allocated for and against each political party.

UNP
UPTA
VP
JHU
TNA

Favourable ta Percentage  Unfavourable

{Cm)

943
1.28
0.58
1.63

5:19
0.43

1e
055

541
b.61
(166

Percenlage

1.82
223
0:23

.l
x . -*J

ey uﬂﬂl’ﬂ-ﬁmrnhh & Unfavourable to sach
party

20



Thus, the air time for political news, 28.75 minutes as apainst the total air time for news
which is 269.8 minutes is a good comparison to get an idea of the place reserved for
political matters in news bulleting of this radio channel.

Isira FM

The total air time dedicated for news bulletins during the elections on Isira FM was
226,18 minutes; of which 94.97 minutes were used to present political news, As the
following chart indicates, this radio chanmel has provided the highest number of
minutes, equal to 52.65 minutes for news itemns thal could be attributed as tavourable to
UNP. News allocation ratio in connection with favourable news on each main
stakeholder of the elections are given below. UNP 100: UPFA 22: JVP 7- JHU &,

Favourable to Percentuge  Unfavourable Percentage
(Crm) (Cr)
UNP 22.65 23.27 1.23 0.54
LPEFA 11.43 2.5 16.29 72
JVE 3.73 1.64 2.03 089
THU 3.58 158 - -
Ind. Group 4.03 1.78 - -

I == : '.-ﬂ'mm -Favourahle & Unfavaurable to aach
Party |

SR ——
ol I |

40 — S

UPFA UNP WP Hedaur Souian
Candic Candid Candiad umays| st

/ Fanouranle | 8.05 [25.27 | 164 | 488

mﬂmm-]_i'r_.z .54 ﬂ.W|
MNuetrel

—— — ——
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Isura FM

During the pre-election period Isura FM had used 266.92 minutes for news telecasts.
10.87% of it or 29.04 minutes had been dedicated to political news items. Distribution of
political news under the category of “favourable” and “Unfavourable” is given below.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cm) Cn)
UPFA 2234 1049 0.41 0.19
UNP (.68 0.32 175 (182
VP 3.86 1.82 - -

mm.m & Unfrenurabhe to sach party
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Isura FM has presented more favourable news for the UPFA as against the UNP, which
had been given less than one minute. The ratios between the three major parties are as
follows: UPEA - 100: [VP - 17: UNP - 3.

Hiru EM

Total air time allocated for the news bulletins by this radio channel is 44747 minutes, of
which 87.93 minutes were used to torward political news as follows:

Favowrable lo Percenlage  Unkavourable Percentage
(Cm) (Crne)

UNP 33.9 086 3.64 1.06
UPEA 17.83 5.9 1514 44

VP 552 1.61 677 1.97

JHU 2.56 0.74 - -

TNA 1.66 .48 - 2

Ind. Group (.9 0.26 - -




¢ of Hira FM - Fayourable & Unfavourabie to each party

A comparison could be made using the above chart, of the time allocated for UNP and
UPFA. The difference between the two parties in regard to favourable news is (33.91 -
17.83) 16.08. However, a comparison of the data in the unfavourable columns implies
that a higher number of minutes had been used for UPFA as against UNI in a ratio of
100: 24 respectively. That indicates that the news bulleting by Hiru FM were bias towards
the UNP.

Esura FM

This radio channel had used 27.08 minutes equivalent to 10.41%, out of the total air time
of 25898 minutes utilized for news bulletins. The breakdown of this time is given below.

Favowrable lo  Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage
(Cint) (Crni)

UPTA 5.07 2.56 9.03 4.55

VP 2.5 197 1.55 0.78

THU 341 1.73 = =

UNP 1.38 0.59 0.76 0.38

TNA 1.16 .59 - -

Ind. Group 0.81 0.41 7 =

Socialist

Front - - - -
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By studying the chart given above, it is safe to assume that UNP was not a favourite with
this radio channel, given the higher recognition to UPFA, [VP and JHLU.

MNeth FM
Oul of the total air ime reserved for news items, which is 465.02 minutes, 89.31 minutes

was utilized for political related news items. The political news favourable and
untavourable to each political party or group is mentioned in the accompanied chart.

Favourable o Percentage Unfavourable Percentage
(Cm) (Cm)
UPFA 34.01 8.77 21 541
NP 17.93 4.62 416 107
WP 4,91 126 16 (.41
THU 295 0.76 = .
Ind. Group 2.73 0.72 - -

FM - Favourable L Unfavorable o exch Parly




Even though it appears that Neth FM has favoured UPFA, it has the highest number of
minutes, a total of 21 minutes, of unfavourable news on the UPFA as well.

Sooriyan FM
T'his radio channel is one of the two Tamil medium radio stations selected for our

obscrvation. ‘The total time allocated for coverage of news items is 438.74 minutes, out of
which 85.23 minutes equivalent to 19.42% has been used for political

Favourable lo Percentuge  Un Favourable Percentage
(Can) (Cin)
UNP 33.06 9.86 4.3 1.28
UPEA 15.46 4.61 14.37 4.29
wr 398 1.78 6.39 1.9
1HU 2.64 0.79 - -
INA 13 0.45 (.78 (.23
Ind. Group 075 0.22 - -

The number of minutes allocated for favourable news on the UNP is 33.06 minutes,
which exceeds the favourable news on the UPFA which is 17.6 minutes. The ratio
between the two major political parties is UNP - 100: UPFA - 47,
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Shakthi FM

Shakthi FM, the ather radio that serves the Tamil speaking community, has used 46560
minutes as the total air time, out of which 75.93 minutes were divided for favourable and
unfavourable news on political parties. This is illustrated by the chart given below.
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This radio station, another of the Maharaja Network, has presented more favourable
news on the UNP over other political parties,
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4. Fourth chapter - Behaviour of Print media in pre-election period.

In accordance to the methodology stipulated im 2.1.2 of this report, newspapers
were analyzed under four main components. They are:-

a) First page

b) Inner pages

¢} Editorial

d) Political articles

Lhe mvestigation of a newspaper's relative political propensity was a complex task,
Sevond whal was indicated by the words of an article or a photograph, the message
cmanaling from the mner essence of an article or photograph can be more powertul at
fmes. In arder te overcome this difficulty and to comprehend the political propensity
shown by the essence of an article two observation methodologies have been employed.
I'hey are as follows:

* Qualitative Analysis
* Cuantitative Analvsis

4.1. Qualitative Analysis

4 1.1. One step is to assess the political propensity indicated by the words and phrasas m
articles published in papers. If the headline is divided into sub headings we took mto
account the nature of the sub heading and the colours used.

412, Secondly, the conlents of the paragraphs of news articles are separately examined
to ascertam their political Linge. In addition to it the opinion emanated by a photograph
and the message revealed by the essence of the arlicle were Included in the overall
examination, Thereatter, considermg the base peint as "0” percentage, the political bias
wintld be marked as plus or minus.

+15. Thirdly, the page in which the article appears and the signals of the other articles
surrounding the lead article and their positions were taken into consideration. Apart
{rom the first page, the page of the editorial and the adjacent page are assumed to be the
pages which receives the greater attention of the readers: Further, since page 3 strikes the
attention ot the reader more than page 2, greater weight was given to articles in that

page.

I
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4.2. Quantitative Analysis

421 Everv article published in the nEWspaper was categorized as f4 vourable or
unfavourable under seven sectons as tollows:

* UFFa Candidates - Favourabla / Unfavourable

* UNP Candidates - Favourable / Unfavourable

* VP Candidates - Favourable / Linfavon rible

* Hela Urumaya Candidates - Favourable / Unfavours ble

* Socialist Front Candidates - Favourable / Unfa vourabla

* Tamil National Alliance Candidates - Favourable / Unfs vourabls
* Independents Candidates - Favourahle / Unfavourable

422, Political articles published i a Particular page wera counted and the Spaces
S1ven to an article or photagraphs were measy red in sq. centimeters. Acrord ingly, all the
articles were taken into account and then the space allocated to cand idates of varinis
political parties was estimated quantitativel ¥ inorder to asisess the political prepensity of
A LIVEN newspaper in the quanttative tepmg,

423, In the quanlitative analysis it is asstmied that short articles covering half a
Page would exert a greater influence than 4 (L1l page article.

4.3, Analysis of the print media:-

Both the daily and weekly newspapers were analvzed under (ywo Categories, the siate
owned and private ewned print media,

4.31. State and Private owned print media

The threw daily newspapers, Dinamina (Sinhala), Thinakaran (Tamil) and The Daily
news (English) are considered A5 a part of the state pwnad print media, Lunkadecpa,
Divaina, [Lakbima (Sinhala medium) Veerakesari, Sudar Ol Thinakkural (Tamil
medium) Daily Mimor and The Island (English medium) newspapers belong to the
private companies,

4311 News Papers - Daily - State Media

From the date of nominations to the election day, news papers published daily have
been laken in to account, The analysis will comprise of the wo stages of the election.

Following are the tindings of the analysis,
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Dinamina News paper

Dinamina, one of the oldest Sinhala news papers published in Sri Lanka has allocated a
total number of 1,316,795 centi meters for its articles, In our observation the allocation of

the space is as follows:-
Space Favourable Percenlage Space Unfavourable Percentage Tolal Space
Cm Cin Cm
UFPFA 73,165 5.56 56 0.01 73,221
WP 25,129 191 - - 25,129
UNP 23,307 1.78 G003 (.68 32,400
JHU 2152 (.16 - - 2152
Ind. Group 155 012 - - 1,554
Neutral
News arhcle - - - - 0l,774
Other arficle - = - = 1,120,565
Total 1,316,795

ning - Favaurable & Unfavoursble to sach party

L]

The above table indicates that for every 32 cms allocated in favour of UNP, 100 cms were
allocated in favour of UPTA. Further, space allocated for UNFP was less than that of JVP,

a minor party in comparison to UNE.
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Thinakaran News paper:-

Thinakran, the Tamil daily newspaper issued by the Associated News paper company
Ltd, is said to have a large circulation among the Tamil speaking community,
Thinakaran has allocaled 687,653 centi meters for the articies, An analysis of them is
given below.

Space Favourable Percentage Space Favourable Percentage Total Space

Cm Cm Cmi
UFEA 48,382 744 - - 48,382
VP 1,894 0.27 62 0. 11,214
UNP 1,382 0.2 9932 144 1,956
JH . - . - -
Socialist
Front 44 0.01 265 0.04 309
TNA 523 0.08 - - 523
Ind. Group 4,9%4 0.72 1.173 017 6,117
Neultral
News arlicle - = - - 5,621
Other article - - - 5 563,431
Total H87,653

The above table emphasizes the fact that for every 100 cm given in favour of UPFA a
marginal amount of 2.85 ecm were reserved in favour of UNP. Another notable fact was
that not a single article appeared against the UPFA during the entire pre-election period,
while there was 9932 sq. cm of unfavourable news on the UNP, When comparing the
space allocated in favour of UNIP and JVP, the space allocated for the news in favour of

30



UNP was 1382 am while the JVP had 1894 cm. Therefore, it is obvious that Thinakaran
has displayed a political bias towards UPFA and JVF over UNF in a great manner.

Daily News

Daily News, the English daily, is issued by the state owned company, The Associated
News Papers Company Limited. This news paper targets the English speaking
community that lives in Colombo and suburban areas, The total area allocated for the
news and other articles were 1,494,245 cm. The following analysis indicates the division
of that area according to political parities.

Space Favourable Percentage Space Unfavourable Percentage Total Space

Cwn Cm Cm
UPFA 15,021 1.0 120 0.0 15,141
VP 2,395 - - - 25955
UNP .1,52‘115 0.17 23335 016 4,854
JHuU 5205 0.03 - - 520.5
Socialist
Front - - - = -
TNA 110 (.08 - - 110
Ind. Croup 458 0.03 - - 458
MNeulral
MNews article - - - - 60,306.5
(-Jth.EI EI'ﬁI’.'lE = = E = 1;41“}259-5
Total 1,494,245

i
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When we analyzed the above table, it was evident that only 17 cm have been allocated
for the news favourable to UNP as against to each 100 centi meters reserved for the news
favorable to UPFA. In all of the stale owned Daily News papers, two common il has
features were visible. Firstlv, given a more prominent place for UPFA and then for TVP

over UNP. Considering the fact that UNP has a much more voter base than JVP has, it is
31




unethical not giving a more space of these news papers for UNP. As these papers are
published by an institution owned by the state, the authorities of the Associated news
papers company limited ought to give a balanced views and opportunities to all the

political parties.

4.3.1.2. News papers - Daily - Private Media:-

Lankaderpa, Lakbima, Divaina, Daily Mirror, The Island, Vevrakesari, Sudar-Oli, and
Thinakkural which belong to private companies are the daily news papers that were
monitored for their political trend.

Lankadeepa :-

Lankadeepa is the Sinhala daily published by the wijaya publication. A total of 1,463,972
54 em have been allocated in following pattern for each political entity,

Space Favourable  Percentage Space unfavourable Percentage Total Space

Cm Cm Cm
LNP 44,469 3.02 2612 0.18 46,781
UPFA 31,120 213 4372 0.29 35,492
VP 14,576 (.99 2,971 0.2 17,547
JHU 6,123 042 - - 6,123
Socialist
Fromt = - = o _
TNA 144 0.m * - 144
Ind. Group 1,624 011 = - 1,624
Neutral
News article - . - - 81,067
Other article - - - - 1,275,194
Total 1463972

\entafLankadssps - Favoursbie & Untavourable o each party [
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This paper has given a prominent place for the news articles which favour the UNP, The
articles favourable to UPFA, UNP, VP and JHU werc published in this paper in
following ratio respectively; 4:6:2:1, which means that more space have been allocated
for UNP. Another distinctive feature of this news paper Is that it has reserved only 144
em and 1624 cm for TNA and independent groups respectively. These figures may be
tallied with the greater figures of 44,169 cm for UNP and 31,120 em for UPFA.

Divaina -

Upali News papers Ltd. publishes this Sinhala medium news paper. A total of 1,617,725

sq. cm has been dedicated to cover the news in the following way.

Space Favourable Percentage Space Unfavourable Percentage Total Space

Cin Cm Cm
UPFA (1,350 38 2983 0.18 64,533
UNP 59,621 3.69 6,800 042 66,421
VP 37,679 233 932 (.06 38,611
JHU 15,283 0.94 - - 15,283
Socialist
Front 316 0.02 - - 316
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Group 2,024 013 327 0.03 2.351
Neutral
MNews article - - - 72,386
Other article - - - 1,357 824
Total 1,617,725




The abave table shows that out of the lotal space reserved for news articles 16.07%
(1,617,725 - 1,357,824 = 259,901 cm) has been covered by political related articles, It is
notewarthy that Divaina, in comparison o other sinhala medium daily news papers has
made an attempt to give an equal opportunity to the two major political parties, UPFA
and UNP in a proportion of 100 : 97, on the aspect of favourable news. However this tact
is net valid when considering the unfavourable pews. There, the space covered by
unfavourable news an the UNP stands as 6800 cm, while TPFA covered 2983 cm — the
ration 1 1000 44 Divainag, unhke the other Sinhala dailies has allocated 15,283 cmein
favour of |HU, and il has been careful not to publish a single unfaveurable article on
JHU. This impliss that Divaina is pro-]JHU.

Lakbima :-

Lakbima is another daily news paper published i the Sinhala medium. Similar o the
other Sinhala news papers, Lhis paper too, has mainlyv focused on readers living in the
southern parls of Sri Lanka, hence the lack of space reserved for the articles related to
TNA,

This paper published by Sumathi Publications has dedicated a total atea of 1,194,502 cm
for nows and related articles. This area has been distributed Ior each entity as follows.

Space tnvourable  Pereentage  Space Unfavourable Percentage Total Spirce

Cm Cm Cm
NP 55,410 4.54 1.539 B:13 06,0449
EPPA 40,965 343 2.1 017 43,086
IVF 20710 1.74 1,724 (14 22,434
|HU 7280 0.61 - = 72840
Socialist
Front : - . - -
TNEA = - - - E
Ind. Group 4,369 (.36 : - 1,269
MNewutral
MNews article - = - - LTS
Uither article - = - - 089 45
Toel _ 1,194,502
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UPFA UNP | JVP |Heiaur Social
Candl Candl | Candl umey st
Favourable | 343 4,84 178 081
Unfevourable| 017 013 04e

When analyzing the above table, a ratio can be formed with regard to favourbale news
articles; that is as UNP 100: UPFA 74 JVP 37 ; JHU 13 ; independent groups 8. Lakbima,
has reserved 17.15% out of her total area ['1,194, 302-984, 451=204 851 cm) during the pre-
election period for political related news articles,

Veerakesari

A daily newspaper published by Veerakesari Newspaper Company in the Tamil
language. It should be stated that contradictory to the Sinhala dailies this newspaper has
been conscious enough to publish news related to all the contending parties and groups,
though not in an equal proportion. Veerakesari has utilized a total of 1,394,078 sq. cm for
news articles. Allocations made for and against each political force during the clection
time can be analyzed in the following manner.

Space Favourable Percentage  Space Unfavowrable Percentage  Toluliren

{Crt) (Cint) (Cm)
Ind. Group 28,752 2.06 28706 021 31,628
UPFA 25,271 1.81 2133 0.15 27 404
UNP 23,584 1.69 2,096 0.16 25,680
JVP 5,038 0.36 1,171 0.08 6,209
JHLU 1,709 012 1498 (.01 1,907
Socialist
Front 034 0.06 - - o3
TINA 1,710 013 - - 1,710
Neutral
News article - - - - 60,183
Other arhicle - - - - 1,238,424
Total 1,394,078
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The distinctive characteristic of this particular newspaper is the significant place given to
independent groups, which may be atiributed to the fact that more independent proups
were contesting in Tamil speaking areas including the Eastern province.

Sudar Oli

Sudar Oli, a daily paper published in Tamil has covered a total area of 939,626.5 sq. cm
for news, out of which 12.63% (939,626.5 - 820,898 = 118,728.5 cm) was used for polilical
news. A table indicating the allocation of space for news may be useful to understand the
political trend of the Sudar Ol

Tavourable lo Percenlage  UnFavourable Percentage  Totalarw covered
(Cm) (Cim) (Cn)
Ind. Group 12,097.5 1.29 1,230 0.13 13,327.5
UNP 10,366.5 11 995 012 11,466
UPFA 8,404 (.89 1,666 (.18 10,075
wr 645 0.07 4,319 {).46 4,964
THU 2989 0.32 1,834 (.19 4,823
Socialist
Fronl 132 0.02 - = 142
TNA 2,723 0:29 - - 2,723
Neutral
News article - - - - 71,208
Other article - - - - 820,898
Total 939,626.5
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I'he Sudar Oli, as in the case of Veerakesari, gives priority to independent groups. The
column that indicates the unfavourable news items, displays an interesting posilion on
the placement of unfavourable news on the JVP. In comparison to all the other daily
newspapers, $,319 cm is the largest COVETage given for news articles disadvantageous to
TVP. Further, of all the newspaper Sudar Oli has managed to publish the second highest
humber of neutral news, the first being the Thinakaran newspaper.

Thinakkural

A Tamil medium newspaper published daily by Thinakkural Newspapers Litd, During
the pro-election period this paper, with a total of 1,145,05 sg. cm have been utilized to
cover different topics. 1216% ot that spacc equivalent to 139,314 sq. cm (1,145,053 -
1,005,741) was devoted for political news, The division of the space for each political

entity is shown in the table below.

Favourable lo Percentage  Un Favourable Percentage  Tolalaracovered
(Cm) {Cr) (Cm)

UPFA 22,872 1.99 2313 0.2 25,185
Ind. Group 19,333 1.69 1,144 (.00 20477
UNP 14,323 1.25 2,165 014 16,485

10 & 3,037 .27 543 0.05 3,580
TNA 3,081 027 - - 3,081
JHU 1,050 0.09 = - 1,050
Front 1,620 0.14 - - 1,620
Neutral

News article - - - - 67,833
Oher article - = 5 = 1,005,741
Total 1,145,055
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Given the positions shown by all three Tamil newspapers of the private sector, a clear-
cut conclusion can be made that they have tried to present their readers with diversified
political views of the various parties.

Daily Mirror

This Fnglish daily newspaper is the counterpart of Lankadeepa, from the same
Company, Wijaya Publications. The Daily Mirror utilized 1,223,667.5 cm during pre-
election period Lo cover news items. Of the total space, 9.06% equivalent to 11 0,924 em
has been coverad by the various news items with a political origin. The following table
indicates the diverse political views.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavowrable Percentage  Totalaren covernd
(Cre) (Cm) (Cm)

UNP 12,7653 1.05 1,756 0.15 14,521.5
UPFA 9481 0.78 910 0.07 10,391.0
HU 3,668 0.29 - - 3,668.0
VP 3,106 0.25 435 0.04 3,541
Ind. Group 1,082 0.08 - - 1,082
TNA 843 0.07 - - 843
Socialist
Front = - = = A
Neutral
News article - = = - 76,877.5
Other article - - - - 1,112,743.5
Total 1,223,667.5
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By analyzing the table one can assume that while a large coverage was given to major
parties, an indifferent attitude was paid towards the minor parties such as the Socialist
Front: The favourable news converted to a ratio is as follows, UNP - 100: UPFA - 74 :
WP -24, : THU - 13 ; Ind. Group - 8 : TNA - 6 Socialist Front - ().

The Island

The Island, an English daily newspaper is published by Upali Newspapers Lid. During
the period concerned, The Island, has allocated a total of 1,785,182 sq. cm to cover news,
and has reserved 4.03% of that space for political news, (1,785,182 - 1,713,096 = 72086cm)
the least space in comparision to all the other daily newspapers. The break up of the
political news is given below.

Favourable to Percentage  Un Favourable Percenfage  lotalameacovered
(Cm) (Cr) (Cm)
LUNFP 7,328 D42 9K 0.05 8,308
UPFA 6,688 0.37 469 (.03 7,157
JVP 2,252 0.13 225 (.01 2,477
Ind. Group w3 0.05 = - an3
JHU 720 0.04 - - 720
Neutral
News article - = = : BZAT1
Other article - - - - 1,713,09
Total 1,785,182
3G
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It was observed that while the sister paper of The Island, Divaina has shown a political
propensity towards UPFA, this newspaper has given more publicity in favour of UNP,
though it has excecded UPFA only marginally.

4.3.2. Analysis of weekend newspapers

4321 Weekend Newspapers - State media

Silumina

Silumina is published by the Associated Newspapers Company Limited. It has the
largest number of pages in the arena of weekend ncwspapers, and has allocated

328,814.8 sq. cm for news articles. 13,17% of that, equivalent to 43,321 4 cm were utilized
to cover the political news, as indicated by the table below.

Favaurable to Percentage  Unfavourable Perceninge  lotelaren coveral
(Com) {Cm) (Cimn)

UPTA 14,781 4.3 - - 14,781
UNFP 4,654 1.42 1,351 (.41 6,005
JVP 1,033 0.31 - - 1,035
JHU - - - = -
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Group 9314 (.28 - = 931.4
Neutral I
News article - - - - 20,569
Other article - - - - 2854954
Total 328,814.8
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This paper, though it comes from a public firm belongs to the state, and therefore
$ilumina was never able Lo achieve its own political freedom, being constantly lopsided
to which ever political party was in power, which is made evident form the data in the
table above, where the UPFA (the ruling party) appears to be favoured.

Sunday Observer

Sunday Observer the sister paper of Silumina is published by the Associated
Newspapers Company Ltd,, also known as lake house, During the pre-election period it
has utilized 375,526 sq. cm to cover the news items. Of it unly 5.51% (375,526 - 354,854 =
20672cm) was allocated to discuss and report political issues. A table could be drawn to
explain the break up of political views attributed to each political force in following
INANNET.

Favourable (o Percentage  Un Favowrable Percentage  Tolal area covered
(Cm) (Crnt) {(Cm)
UPFA 4,175 112 - - 4,175
UNP - - 3,014 0.8 3,n4
THU 3 0.01 - . 36
wr 35 0.01 - - a5
TNA - - - - =
Ind. Group - - - - :
Neutral
News article - - - - 13412
Other article - - - - 354,854
Total 375,526
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In the table above the favourable column shows that 4,175 s, em was utilized for UPFA.
There appears to be no articles in favour of the UNP, Hence the Sunday Observer's
political propensily could be formed into a ration of UPFA - 100: UNFP -0,

4.3.2.2. Weekend Newspaper - Private media

Eleven of the newspapers that come oul of the printing press were monitored during the
pre-election period.

Trida Lankadeepa

I'his weekend newspaper published by Wijyava Publications Ltd., addresses the Sinhala
speaking community. During the pre-election period, a total of 347,322 sq. cm have been
utilized to publish news items in this paper. 12.44% of this space has been dedicated for
political news. The space allocation for the various contesting parties of the local
government election is given below.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage  Total aren coverad
(Cm) (Cm) (Cr)

UNI 10,439 3.02 - - 10,439
UrsA 71N 2.4 - - 7,100
JVP 3,126 0.91 - - 3,126
JTHU 2,714 0.78 - - 2,714
Ind. Group 1,364 (.39 - - 1,364
Neutral

News articles - - - - 18,456
Other article - - - - 304,123
Total M7 322
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The distinctive feature the Irida Lankadeepa, is the absence of unfavourable news on any
of the political parties or groups.

Irida Divaina
Ihis Sinhala medium newspaper is published by Upali Newspapers Ltd. A total of

319016 sq. em has been dedicated for news articles of which 12.83% was used for
political news items in the following way.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percenlage  Total arvn covered
(Con) (Cim) (Crmt)

UNP 97825 3.06 511.5 0.16 10,294
TUPEA 6,460.5 203 63.0 0.03 6,225
JHU 4,790 15 - - 4,790
VP 3,659 1.15 - - 3,659
Ind. Group 184 0,03 - - 184
Neutral

News articles - - - - 15,463
Dther article - - - - 278.102.5
Total 319016
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Irida Divaina differs from its’ sister newspaper “Divama” by publishing more news in
favour of the UNP, One may raise an argument to the effect that this difference could be
attributed to the difference between the views of the two editorial boards, though both

papers belong to the same newspaper company.
Irida Lakbima

Sumathi Publications publishes this Sinhala medium newspaper weekly as the
continuation of the daily newspaper “Lakbima”. During the pre-election period Irida
Takbima had allocated a total of 2535892 sq. ¢cm to give coverage to the different news
items, of this space 23.07% equivalent to 39028 sq. cm had been reserved for political
news articles. A table below follows to clarify the allocation of news items on each

pnlil’im! party.

Yoo roagirilila F19 Percontage Mefaronrable Percentage  Totel arn covered
(£8:d {Cm) {Cns}

UNP 7152 2.79 28] il 7,423
JHU 6681 26l - - B oel
UPEA 6,271 245 S0 022 6811
P 3579 129 - - .57
| e .? ."'_......u Tee l"l T = ECE‘
Socialist

gy o R k=t | e8]
Neutral

MNews article - - - - 33,678
Other article - : - - 196,654
Fiskal oo 842
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The analysis of the above table shows that out of all the daily and weekly newspapers in
Sri Lanka, Trida Lakbima has given the most amount of favourable publicity to JHU
placing it in second place next to UNP over UPFA and [VP.

Sathdina

This Sinhala medium newspaper is issued by Sathdina Newspaper Company Ltd. Of the
total space of 250,243.5 sq. cm, 24.92% of the arca equivalent to 62,354 sq. tm was utilized
to publish political news. The following table explains the division of the arca among the
various political parties.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage  Totalana coversd
{Can) {Crn) (Crz)

UNP 14,362 5.75 8433 339 22,845
UPFA 7716 308 236 .09 7,952
JHU 1,260.5 (.5 A = 1,260.5
JVP 5 = - ) :
Socialist
Front 48 0.03 - - 430
Neutral
Mews article - - - = 30,2485
Other article - - - - 1878895
Total 25,2435
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i .:Mh o u & Unfavourable to each party

Sathdina newspaper has allocated a large proportion of its space in [avour of the UNPF.
The ratio is UNDP 100: UPFA 34: JHU 9. However, while it publishes most of ils news
items in favoure of the UNP, the same newspaper has allocated 8483 sq. cm for
unfavourable news on the UNP.

Lanka

Lanka is another Sinhala medium newspaper that comes weekly. We have observed
thal of all the daily and weekly newspapers, Lanka had carried the least amount of space
reserved for news arlicles, i.e. 151,540 sq. em. Nevertheless, a large proportion of it, to be
exact 35.77% of it equivalent to 54,228 cm have been allocated for political news articles
by this paper. The table shows the allocation of news.

Favourable to Percentage  Un Favourable Percentage  Tolalarencoverad
(Can) (Crn) (Cmi)

e 13,173 10.01 - - 15,174
UNP 1,908 1.26 9,613 6,34 11,521
UPFA 918 0.61 679 0.44 1,597
THU 80 (.05 - - 5
Socialist
Front - - - - -
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Group = & s E =
Neutral
Mews article - - - - 25,856
Other article - 7 - - 151,540
Total
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Lanka newspaper had allocated 15,174 sq. am for the favourable news articles on [VE,
the highest proportion allocated by any of the daily or weekly newspapers. The ratio
stands as JVP - 100: UNP 12: UPFA 7: JITU 0.5. While Lanka had published unfavourable
news regarding UNP and UPFA, it had avoided articles which were against the [VE.
I'herefore it is explicitly clear that Lanka newspaper is pro-JVP.

Irudina

This is another Sinhala medium newspaper that comes to the market on a weekly basis.
A substantial space of 74,648 sq. em or 31.25% has been allocated for political news
articles from the total space of 238,895 sq. cm. The following table could be referred to for

more details,

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage  Total ama coversd
(Cm) (Cr) {(Cn)

UNP 10,512 S 208 0.09 10,720
UPEA 3,699 1.55 1,690 0.7 5,389
VP s - 21,661 9.07 21,661
THU = = = . =
Socialist
Front - - - - -
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Groups
MNeutral
News article - - = - 36,878
Other article - - - - 164,247
Total 238,895

47



|uPFA | unNE | J¥e | Halau  Social | TNA
Candi | Cansl | Candi rumay| I8t | Canan
| Front | dates.

Favoursiie 1.56 | 4.4
Lnvourshie | 0.F | oo8 | aor |

When analvzed, one can define “Irudina” as a rival of “"Lanka”, while the latter had
taken a complele bias stance towards JVP, the former has chosen to be take an anti - JVP
stand. Yet both the newspapers have shown one similarity, which is dropping off any
news related to SF, TNA or Independent groups. Irudina has displayed much fondness
in publishing Pro-UNP news articles in a proportion of UNP 100: UPFA 35.

Ravaya

‘Ravaya’, a Sinhala medium newspaper derived from a monthly magazine bearing, the
same tille, is published weekly. It is the only newspaper in Sri Lankan polity that has
adopted and published a code of ethics applicabic to its’ own journalists, and has
utilized a total of 266,050 sq. cm for various news arficles; 11.1% of it's space was divided
for political news articles in following manner.

Favotirable to Percentage  Un Favourable Percentage  Totalareacovend
(Cm) (Cm) (Crni)

UNP 1,987 0.75 289 0.11 2276
UPFA 1,458 (155 144 0.05 1,602
VP 764 (.29 a9y (.37 1,761
1HU - - - - -
Socialist

Front - . - - -
TNA 292 11 - - 292
Ind. Groups 768 0.29 - - 768
Neutral

News article - - - - 20,156
Other article - - - - 234,195
['otal 266,050
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The publication of news favourable to each
summarized into a ratio as follows, UNP - 100: UPFA - 73 JVP - 38; TNA - 14 Ind.
Groups - 38, Contrary to all the other Sinhala and English weekly newspapers, Ravaya
has managed to publish an area of 292 sq. cm to cover news favourable to TN AL

Sunday Times

political entity in this paper could be

This English weekend newspaper has utilized 577,165 sq. cm for various news articles.
4.37% of the said space equivalent to 25,229 sq. cm had been reserved o give lavourable
publicity to the political parties. The table below shows the division of news articles.

Favourable lo Percentage  Unfavourable Percentage  lofal areq covered
(Cm) (Cin) (Cm)

VP 2,466 0.43 - 2 466
UPFA 1,642 0.28 - 1,643
UUNP 160 0.03 - 160
JHU &l (.01 - 64
Socialist
Front L 5 = .,
TNA = - - !
Ind. Groups - - - k
Neutral
News article - - - 20,896
Other article - - - 551,736
Total 577,165
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It is evident that this newspaper has given a prominent place to |VI' over the other
political parties. The ratio of JVP, UPFA, UNP and JHU stand as follows: - 100: 67: 6. 2.

Sunday Island

This newspaper could be considered as the extension of its” English daily “The Island”,
3.31% of the total area of 418,312 sq. cm was utilized for news related to political forces

as shown in the following table.

Favouruble to Percenlage  Unfavourable Percentage  Totalaren coverad

{Cm) (Cm) (Cm)

UNP 1,429 0.34 475 012 1,904
LPHA 1.093 0.26 611 0.15 1,704
ik 324 (.13 528 013 1,052
JHILY = - - - -
Socialist
Front - - - - -
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Groups - - - - -
MNeutral
News article - - - - 17,517
Other article - - - - 396,135
Total 418,312
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Coinciding with maost of the other newspapers, the Sundav Island also has overlooked o
publish any news related to SF, TNA and Ind. Groups. Nevertheless, the proportional
basis of allocation of space for UNE, UPFA and JVI is in the following ratio, 100: 76: 36.

Sunday Leader

Sunday leader is a newspaper issued weekly, and has utilized 294,057.5 sq. em for news
articles as shown in the following table.

Favourable to Percentage  Unfavourable Percentuyge  Totalamx covered
(Cm) (Can) (Cmi)
UNP 1,744 0.59 1,241 0.42 2,985
UPFA 1416 (1.48 7,678 2.62 1,704
VP 764 0.26 8395.5 2.85 21595
JHL - - - - -
Socialist
Front - - - - ~
TNA - - - = -
Ind. Groups - - - i £
Meutral
News article - - - - 0,776
Other arficle - - - - 252,043
Total 294,057 5
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While most of the news items were published in favour of the UNP, the highest number
of unfavourable news items, covering 8,395.5 sq. em was on the JVP,

Morning Leader

This newspaper which is issued every Wednesday has reserved a total of 224 807 sq. cm
for news articles, in following manner,

Favourable lo Percentage  Unfavonrable Percentage  Total i coverad
(Cml) (Crm) {Cr)
UNP 2,383 1.06 116 (.05 2499
LIMEA 111 0.5 1,054 0.47 1,165
JVP 193 0.08 580 0.26 773
i - - - - -
Socialist
Front - - - - -
TNA - - - - -
Ind. Groups 105 0.05 - - 105
MNeutral
News article - - - - 10,962
Other article - - - - 209,305
Total 224,807

L
ka3



Cand! ;

datas | dates  dafes o ot
[Fovouratie | DS | 108 | OoOw
[Lnfevourale | BAT | 605 | 036
| Mustra

[ — ———————

As in the case of the Sunday Leader, the Morning Leader has clearly displaved a bias
towards UNP with a very wide gap between UNP and UPTA and JVP. It could be
formed into a ratio such as UNP - 100: UPFA - 4: [VP - 8.

4.4 Analysis of the Political Programmes

The political programmes on various TV channels have been monitored by our team Lo
ascertain their political propensity. The programmes used for this shudy were the ones
telecasted from 16.2.2006 to 30.3.2006, the first phase of the election, and from 1.4.2006 to
2(1.5.2006, the second phase of the election.

National Rupavahini:-

During the said period the National Rupavahini mainly telecasted two kinds of political
programmes, namely; “Senkolaya” (the Maze) and “Kathiraya” (the cross). Apart from
these programmes, a speech made by an ex-politician was telecast on 28.3.2006 tor hall
an hour. This speech was a repeal lelecast of a Lecture delivered by a gentlermnan
addressing the UPFA candidates tor the Local Government Election, and was completely
bias towards the UPFA.

We have monitored seven episodes of “Senkolaya” programmes during the aforesaid
time frame. Three of these programmes have been conducted in bias manner towards the
UPFA. The total number of minutes spent on these programumes was 33517 min;
Accordingly, the total number of minutes reserved for the actual discussion was
considered as 297.03 oul of which 93.49 minutes were used in favour of UPFA while
3436 minutes was allocated in favour of UNP. This biasness is more visible with the
allocation of time for unfavourble news on both parties, UPFA was allocated 2.11
minutes for unfavoruable views, while the UNP was allocated 2450 minutes.
Particularly, it was notable that out of the three Senkolaya programmes, only one
programme had a UNTP representative present.
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The “Kathiraya” telecasted by National Rupavahini on the 280 and 290 of March 2006,
conducted sach programme lor one hour, According o our vbservabion these two
programmes have been conducted in a more impartial manner; the reason may be
altributed to the nature of the participants who discussed the national issues o a
batanced manner withoul showing feac or favour.

Independent Television Netwark:-

lenn of the “Thulawa™ (The scale) programmes wore telorasted  during the election
period. Tixcept lor ong programme, where the intellertzals parbieipated to discuss the
Ltheme of “Fhe responsibility of local government institutions for the development of the
Country”, the olhers were conducted in a bias manner. [+ was evident that in most of the
programmes, more Lime had been allocated for UPTA and JVP representalives to view
their ideas thereby directly and indirectly criticizing LUINT.

Channel Eye

This channel which mainiy aims at the Lamil speaking community belings 1o the
government. "oal harankam”, @ politcal programme reserved for the discussien ol
vatious issues was telecasted by channel kEye during the ealection period. 3 such
programmes came ander the sorring of our media group. The said three programmes
displayed three dilferent characlenstics on their political propensity,  The first
programme was bias towards the Democratic United Alliance (TUA). The second
programmye favoured theSn Lanka Muslim Congress and was more wnfavourable Lo the
all Tsland Muslim Congress and the third “Cathurankam” programme was bas towards
Cevlon Workers Congress:

Sirasa TV

Chis TV station has telecasted a discussion forumm based on palitical issues, under the
Hile of “Balakatuwa” (the castle). This particular programme wis telecasted jus! belore
the 1= election on the leh, 18% and 19™ of May 06, 106,06 minutes were used tor all
three programmes; e allecation of hme tor the parties is as follows: - 43,08 minutes for
UPFA, 5300 punutes for NP and 42,58 punutes Lot Socialist Front. fo other political
parly represerlaiives were ertertained by this proglamime.

TML

TNL telocasted “Jann Ianda” a political discussion programimne during the election
period. Nine such programimes have come under the observation of our media wnat, o
Al of the programumes three regular participants, LPEA, UNPand Hela Urumaya, were
summoned Lo express thelr political views while mone of the VP representativies
appeared for these programmes, bul was criticized by some of the other participants.
Fhe time allocated for each parly appears as UPEA — 186.52 minutes, UNP - 197.25
minutes, Hela Urnmayd - 165588 minules,

A
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Shakthi TV

‘Minnal”, a political programme lelecasted by Shakiiu TV has been observed by our
bpam. Five such progranunes have revealed that this programme has not been bound by
any political propensity for political partics. However, in our view, the programme hus,
ko a certam extent allowed more favourable ideas towards INA.

A comparison between the 1# phase and 27 phase of the Election

The local government elections were held in two stages, on Lhie 30.3.2006 and 20.5.2006,
bt as Lhe 15 phase of the election was done on a larger scale compared o the 279 phase,
it cannot be compared in the same manner. In order o avoid unnecessary expansion of
this report, an attempt has been made to confing this comparison to an overall analysis of
the niews ilems, under the main categories of the state owned and private media, Table a’
and ‘B indicate the news presented through the state media during the Iwo phases.



;J:i-

o Rupavahini _ ITN SLBC Lakhandha N
[P Ting 7869 729,15 408 36 48 o
Local 64821 633,33 284.91 257.98
Foreign 67.04 50.01 65,89 42.11
Sports & Whether
| Business 71.66 45.81 54.56 44.53
FEVO. | UNFE. | FEVO. | UNFE. | FEVO. | UNFE | FEVO. UNEE.
! UPFA 201,16 129.01 | 85 49§35 46,29
% 135 20.37 0.29 17,49 17.94
LN 10.16 14,68 L. 19.01 281 (.56 299
% 1.56 227 1.74 3 .99 0.22 1.6
VP 13.42 1742 1 243 |
% ile 277 .36 0.95
JHU 9.06 1.66 -
i 139 0.58
INA
%
Socialist Front
-4
@.n._m.n_m:m ents Group (.58 0.8 9
% 009 | ex 0
Tolal of Political Wews 236,38 14.68 2y 2.k 5165 287 51.28 2.9
Oiher Maws

el .
rle: The seconds were converted to decimal places for the purpose of these study

Table ‘A’
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Table 'B’

Dverall Analysis of the News in Government Media - TV & Radio
(Figures shown in minutes & percentage)
17.04.2006 - 20.05.2006

Rupavahini IT™ S1BC Lakhandha

Total Air Time Y3137 663,58 45095 33372

| Local 777,85 ST0.08 309.47 23244 N
Foreign 91.83 61.58 7208 49.59

m._ucﬂna & Whether

| Business 6169 33,39 . 9.43 209

FEVO, UNFE. FEVO, UNFE, FEVO. UNFE FEVO. | UNFE.

| UPFA 1273 (.16 | 90.16 | 1.55 28.53 0,18 29,19 1.31
" 16.36 002 15.80 @27 9.22 0.06 12.58 0.56
L&D 3.55 G.56 B3 1031 .85 092 275
% .46 1.23 172 184 0.92 0.44 L9
vr 705 | 3 3

% 691 0,53 .29

JHU L5
h hiq

| TRA
5

=ocialist Front .
._._.T |
Independents Group =

[ 1394 9.72 10299 |2.06 28.53 303 33.11 4,06
Total of Political News | 149.1 | 115.05 131.56 37.17

.ﬁaq T._*.ﬂ_.. i . . 455.6 77

% N 7 T B D | o8 |

Note: The seconds were converted to decimal places for the purpase of these study
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By studying Lhe table given abave, it is evident that there has been a sharp decling in the
total air time allocated for political news from the first phase of the election Lo the second
phase. A summary is attached ta clarify this pomnt further.

 Duration Rupavahini I'T™ SLBC Lakhanda
15t Phase E}"i_.{l{:' . 18207 mmu 446 min, Bd 27 man.:
2ad Phase 149 | min. 11505 marn, 131.56 min. A2 F i,

Similarly, the study could be extended to the private media, Table "¢’ and "d’ are inserled
at annexes for a comparison and summary of the political news of both phases.

Duratinn Sirasa Swarnavahini | TNL | M1V Shalkthi TV Derana
Lanka
Minutes
19 Phase | 165.04 16056 14174 [15605 [19574 | 11746 [ 14118
2 Phase | 10276 11831 la742 [12842 [13266 033 77 68

Once again a pattern emerges to enable one to think that even in the private television
arena an insignificant place has been given for the elections held on 20.5.20006.

The next set of tables, that is table "¢’ and 'f has been included here at annexes fur the
purpose of comparison between the two phases of the alection.

| Duration | Sirasa | Shii lsira lsura | [lirn | ﬁsu.r_g Meth  Souriyan | Shiadethi |
Minutes - :

1#phase | 6791 |2875 |97 2904 | 8793 27.08 8931 §5.23 mky |

Zui phase | 4053 | 2.73 RLOF 2442 |5226 |IV57 | BlLE@3 44.05 uz |

The data in the above two tables has been inserled 1o show the total air time allocated for
political news in Lhe radio channels owned by the private sector, displaying the level of
significance given to each phase of local government elections. In keeping with the
pattern of the TV charmels, the radio channels tno has not faken much interest in
presenting political news with regard to the 27 phase compared Lo Lhe 1% phase,

The political propensity of the entire electronics media:-

In this analysis, we have monitored two kinds of pelitical related data as inputs to
ascertain the political propensity and political tendency of the electonic media, the news
items and other political programmes, Howeverz, in our opinion the news bulleting
presented by each media, are watched and listened o by more people than the political
programmes. The following table is introduced to create a clear picture of the polilical
propensity of each and every electronic media.
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Overall Analysis of the News in Private Media TV 17.02.2006 - 31.03.2006

Table 'C’

Nate: The seconds were converted to devim

{Figures shown in minutes & percentage)
_| Sirasa Swarnavahini TNL MTV Shakthi TV Lanka Derana |
" Tutal Air Time _ i i |
4 749.33 014.1 34761 721.38 737.85 636,86 708.69
Local 615.11 698.71 34761 51392 60938 66,86 549,51
Foreign 56.04 9183 (9.92 68.81 78.05
Sports &
Whether
Business 77.88 126.56 ) 137.54 56.63 79.93 |
- FEVO. | UNFE. | FEVO. | UNFE | FEVO. ONFE. | FEVO, | UNFE. | FEVO. |UNEE. | FEVO. | UNFE | FEVO. | UNFE.
LPFA 41.33 25,05 s564 | 1467 | 3681| 14.56 4640 | 4026| 4533| 4233 B33 235| 8526| 1521
% 6.71 4.08 7.96 2.09 .58 £19 9.05 7.84 744 6.95 | 1313 035 | 1551 2.77
UNP 60.97 3.2 52.01 473 7495 2 21.11 429| 5972 sir] 226 23.3 176
e 5.92 0.6 744 0.68 2156 0.57 4.1 0.83 9.8 0.95 1.64 0.3 424 0.5 |
VP 2.40 |8.47 21.74 065 5.35 341 547 | 14.36 496 | 2042 3.87 291 5.64 -
ki 0.4 3 i 0.09 1.54 0.98 2.79 .81 0.81 3.35 0.56 0.42 102
JHU 5.96 0.5 6.23 I 05 A8l 4.0 5.98 5.06 448 6.26 |
i 0.97 008 |  0.89 w2| ois 1.71 08| 096 083| 0.66 1.14
| TNA 0.5 1.23 [FR1E]
s . .08 025 045
| “n._zﬂﬁ_mq Front 195
% 0.38
..ﬂ‘..._ﬂ..?u::....:ﬁ
Croup 55 4 45 256 43 1 286 701 B |
o .96 0.69 0.75 0.83 0.47 102 0.5
T'otal of
Political News | 1171 | 4794 | id051| 2005 12067 2047 93.36 | 6537 | 119.7 | 7ens| tov9d |  7S2| p2320| 1797
COREAE S 51758 538,15 20647 155.19 41364 569.4 |
s "l . .ﬂ% T e I = |.|| —— I...c..: ..._.—ﬂ_ = .Iﬁ,@.._..-__m .," = ﬂﬂF %ﬂ_ H.. . “u..

al places for the pirpose of these study
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Table ‘F’

Overall Analysis of the News in Private Media - Radio (17,04.2006 - 20.05.2006)
(Figures shown in minutes & percentage)
Sirasa Shri Isira Isura Hiru Asura Neth Sooriyan Shakthi F}
WM AR 466,66 296.2 261,68 265,54 458,41 288,48 497,53 14391 13068
Local 350.2 2962 261.68 212 358.74 210,38 427.66 263.29 00,08
Fareign 91.77 43.42 20.6 19.92 40.47 26.3 65.42
|mﬁ¢:m&
Whether 14.69 10,12 70.07 49,18 29.5 54.32 643
Business
FEVO. | UNFE | FVO | UNFE | FEVO | UNFE VEVO | UNFE | FEVO | UNFE | FEVO | UNFE | FEVO | UNFE FEVO | UNFE | FEVO | UNTE
UPEA 116 | 724] 05 9,77 7.4 16,13 | 143 1121 ] 189 | 448] 1008 | 2686 | (585 | 13481 .68 797 4.
% 39| 207 0ar 3.73 2.79 7.61 | 0.67 222| 327| 2o4 459 63 371 5.25| 406 ) 3984 | 222
UNP 1821 | 242 | 0ss5| 138] 3n0s 388 | 0.58 1358 | 473 | 5.67 12 | 2017 | 658 T3] 1s| 1| a1z
| % 349 | 069 629 a47] rra4s 183 | 027 379| 132| 258 051 472 153|277 057] 95| 061
| JVP .33 097 | 065 1.2R 293 S28 | 108 LB3 | 271 e
= .09 046 | 031 0.36 1.34 123 | 025 n70 | 103 |
JHLU 082] 025 0.78 0.7% US| 0.88 28 081 | 1.26 0.8
g 026 | .07 0.30 0.37 025 | 040 .66 0.31 | 0.48 0.4
| TNA 131 04] 001 | 361 |
E 0.1 8.40 | 6.04 | 1,565
Socialist
Froni 051 | 083 0.5
% 026 | B3k 0.12 =1
Independe
| nis Group 318 0,73 .58 0.9 L79 | 121 | 66| 02=
% 1.22 | 0.20 0.72 0.2 0.68 | 046 | 033 | o052
Other 300.67 203.47 21159 187.58 30648 191.81 346,33 219.24 179.08
o #5843 .08 K048 55,48 3543 87.43 50.96 83.27 §9.517642059
Total of
Pulitical
[ News 40,53 2.73 5109 2442 _ 52.26 2757 8133 44.03 20497
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Table ‘g’ pives a clear indication of the behaviour pattern of the electronic media. Both
the state and |he private media have allocated three tines more air Ume in [avour of the
UPTA than the UMNP. The gap between UPFA and the rest of the political parties are
especially visible in the state media. While 70347 minutes were allocaled by the state
maediain in favour of the UPEA, only a meaper 368.04 minutes were reserved for UND.



5. Fifth chapter - Conclusions and recommendations

It 1s true that the mass media plays a big role in creating and influencing the public
opmion. A weakness observed in Sri Lanka's mass media is their lailure to educate the

general public on elechon laws and provisions in the constitution relating to electons,

Hence, it is our understanding that the mass media should pay more attention to this

aspeck

-
e
*

In manv Asian Countries and eisewhere in the world indeperulent press councils
have heen successfiul in influencing mass media behaviour towards relatve
impartality. Such a sbructure s necessary to ensure the freedom and rights of
journalists to practice their jowmalism impartially and in a straight forward manner
without being subjected o political and economic pressure and the risk of job

insecurity.

The state media is an assel which belongs lo the general public. [t is a national
resource. Henee, the publication of information with a bias towards a particular party
i5 an injustice to the peneral public. We urge action o create the necessary legislative
framework to ensure the transformation of the state media into an independent
media. The right of the government in power to appoint officials for state media
institutions should be assigned lo an independent statutory body. Legislative
provisions for such a body through a parliamentary act have to be made as a matter
of urgency,

When the media makes criticisms and express their views, they should give an equal
oppuertunity to the subject of that criticism to reply to those criticisms. Il is
unfortunate that moest newspapers do not provide such opportunitics, By following
ils own code of ethics il 5 possible to prevent the publicabion of articles which are
defamatory and distorts facts through rancour. At present, only one print media
mstitution m Sri Lanka has its own cade of ethics. The Ravava newspaper has
adopted its own code of ethics and obtained a pledge from its journalists to abide by
it and has given publicity to that pledge. We appreciate it as a good precedence for
developing a sound journalist culturs,

It is true that there is a code of ethics in existence from last year, developed through
the cooperation of some chief editors of the main newspapers, Bul it is observed Lhat
during the last presidential election many of the eightfold objectives embodicd mn the
code of ethics suffered a sad breakdown. Defamatory articles, analytical articles by
anonymous wrilers and the denial of the right of others to reply to such accusations
characlerized the newspapers published during thet peniod. Dedication to achicving
the goals of the code of ethics 1s essential to evelve an independent and more
democratic joumalistic culture, which is necessary to ensure a free and fair election.

[Annex 3 shows the code of ethics developed by the cuet editors’ guild)

05



9%
SO0Z ‘£ 1390190
pALIF Ry
PUIEMPIA Lueing
FPHRIALIES UoRIag
TSSO Y Uomajy
apdeuesst epueaeieg

potad udiedures uogaia aug Sunp swmau ungsignd v sjpennou
pur Sregiedior sanstis o PAMOIIR] aq o3 83110 30 apes e jdope Pue asedard {juenmoa
01 stadedsmau sy adxe PIOJILS) A "APIM pun SALSURINE Jou AT saurrap nd A5 ‘g

‘smau renredun pue smpuadapn (uo ysqnd o 1njorea ag P[noys erpanr
Meis Aprenogred suonmng HSUT RTPS “5ate) o Juatn pire Sluast smou uo Sunrodaa UM A 'S

Aoz og jySu mp POMANE oG pmoys Ay sanred paggod
10 SIOpwRa) pur stajsmmn jusunrioacd NREAA0E 31y jo peapy aq Jo sagpea snand
PR sasuareuen ssatd Suoues onand oy dunjepna paysand ssau o) joadsar AL ¢

“Aaarns pu Jo aw ay e utardo srgnd augy syoeral £aams aug
HBH MS pmons saounome gy uor PRE U} Asams ppot aug jo Portod sin pue Iona 70
suranan ‘ardices s JH 9215 At "pamefing smpasord o ' Punp papraord pue faains g
Pa7HOWENE Yo wossad 1o wonngsur A1) Tod ayr pajanpuod yonga uonRzRIndIo oy
PAORSIE PIas 1ounmnre s rod werdo Mand v jo synsaz oy Surysiand Ay, 0y

“Auontd pue Goignd swes 2
ueAld 39 pronoys ssuodsar ) pu puodsas o) Qnmpeddo ue USATE 8 progs ajepipues
Wi A[LIOjewRiSp 10 L) PRSI 2w paysignd are ayepipues v JO SM3NA Bty P

MEPIPLUED
Temanmed © spaemoy sen unafma smanr udiaaog v A pogua smar SHEMO 7T

Mepipue svpnonaed v spresao SPL PRIAPISUND ag UBD UonfaM wesdord AUY 7]

i
MSANLOP BULMOND) 0 AT Aes SwATE ¢TI uo PRY 2q 01 tronzaa pmvapisasd o
03 Bugeral HonELeruy e dunysijqnd WL UILyer prmoys sraysngnd radeds CH

AOIRG Jedoss pue penpedurn g Janoany; uonaagm renuapisasd ey pue T3 © nsiio
O1 “IMIOSSIIIIOT ronsapg M 07 pousisse sannp pue sHoRamny “siamod 10 pagedapp
stemad ayg igrm Qo FHEO2 L "UON Myysuns awg o] juo PUSWS 0] Gt Jo jov annvsida)
W2 (8) &) o1 g0 SUGISTATU] 3Y) jo S1HY ul A Aq pamdard SR pms Bumoriog
I umop Ayl 0 soysia WUOISSTIIWO ) Uor 3] ‘MrAvurssig BPRUEART ]

=00Z° LAY Uo pI21j aq o3 HoleaT [eguapisal,] aLpy g
EIP2IN PajuLL] sy 4q vor FAIRBQ0 10] sSaUAPIND

[ Xouiry



Annex 11

Guidelines to be followed by the Electronic Media with regard to their TV and Radio
Broadcasting in relation to the Presidential Election o be held on 17.11.2005

| Davanands Dissanayake the Flection Commissioner wishes fo lay down the
following guidelines prepared by me in accordance with the powers delegated or
powers, functions and duties assigned to the election commissioner o Cnsure a free and

fair presidential clection through an impartial and secret ballol,

1 in allocating broadcasting time no discrimination should be made against a political
party candidate or party leader and in reporting election matters, all TV and Radio
Broadcasting channels should display impartiality and balance.

> TV and radio broadcasting channel atithorities should take the responsibility nol to
allow inlervention by a ounister or political pressure in broadeasting clection related
programmes over TV and Radio channels. Nevertheless, in the event of a violent
incident, if such intervention is considered necessary Lo prevent violation of a right of a
person, it should be allowed only in such cases. Further, such interventions should not
be made i a way which vielates the impartiality and independence indicated in the
puidelines. If anv TV and Radio HBroadeasting channel decides to suspend such
programmes it should be brotght to the notice of the Election commissioner with facts Lo
pslablish the justification for such a decision.

3. When brpadcasting news and current alfairs all media insbhitions should onsure

correctness, balance and impartality.

4 Tditorial views can be muddled and imbalanced - Flectronic media channels should,
therafore. refrain from broadcasting them. If for some réason suc h views are broadcast

fhe channel is bound to broadcast opposing views.

5. With regard to political controversies ansing from news conferences conducted by the
Head of the state, ministers and party members in power and their public slatements, the
epposition parties should be given equal time Lo respond ko those views,

6. 11 is the responsibility of news and current affairs divisions of all wlectronic media
institutions, not to broadeast programs which lack balance during the election cam paign
period.

7, In broadcasting matters pertaining to some mcident or event, if a party or candidate is
allowed to express their views, other parties having an interest in the matier and parties
likely to be affected by such incidents or events should be given an opportunity to give

their views during the same news broadcast or programimne,

67



§ When presenting any documentary program or any special programme during an
election period, the names of the seripl writer, presenter and editor should be

menlioned.

g Lintl e end of the elacton, the media should refrain from making allegations mn
newee broadeasts or other programmes against vandidates, political parties and party
leaders which cannot be proved, If allegations against a candidate, & political party and a
party leader are made the viclims shomld be given equal time and prominence O
respond to these charges.

10, When broadeasting news and informaton about official cervmonies and crimes
which are not related 16 ¢lections all institiztions should act carefully and promptiy.

11 When e Prosident or Bie Prime Minster is involved m a programme il shanld be
treated ws programme of the pelitical party 10 which they belong. Therefore, similar
programs should be launched with (e involvemenl of Teaders of sther major political

I_'I-i-'ll'l.il"!-i.

12, When selecting participants for group discussions all media institulions should act
reasonably and the contents of the discussions should be balanced.

13. In programmes conducted over the ielephone all callers should be given agual
opportunilies whatever the contents of their questions and suggestions. In lelephone
hased Programmes, Officers inmvolved technical matters sheuld be held responsible for

the balance in such programmes.

14 1f a Chairman, @ Member of the Board of Direclors or an employee of an electronic
media institution is actively mvolved in politics, it will lead o a conflicl of interest and
ereate problems with regard o impartiality in broadcasting, As such tollowing matters
shauld be brought 1o the notice of the management

(a) level of intervention of such individuals
() nature and level of the post held by sudh imdividuals
(c) the extent of intervention of such individuals ia structuting programmes

15. If a person (An employee or a member of the Board of Directors of a TV or Radio
chanmel) is widely known to hold a post in a political party such a person should give up
his work as a journalist and the person should not be permilled to function as a
journalist by any TV or Radio charmmel, If the involvemenl of such persons in
programmes conducted comes to be known to the general public; the resulting problems
should be considered by the management.

(i



16. In the event of a person refusing to participate in a discussion of an interview arnd no
reason is given for such parlicipation the decision should be respected. Instead of
showing an empty seal to dramatize such a siluakion 1t is better to state it in a direct and

simple announcement.

17. Media mstitutions should not make any statement or broadcast any programme
colated or unrelated the election which affect favourably or unfavourably any party,
candidate or political leader during the last two days prior to the election day.

18, When presenting the results of a public opinion poll the presenter or announcer
sheuld disclose the organization which conducted the poll, the institution or person who
provided funds, poll methodology used, size of the sample, margins of error and the
period during which the field survey was conducted. The announcer or presenter should
specifically state that the poll re veals the public opinion prevalent at the Ume of the poll.

19. A contesting candidate should not conduct a programme to promote the candidacy

of another candidale.

20. The attention of the heads of Sri Lanka Broadeasting Corporation and the Sri Lanka
Rupavahini Corporation is inviled lo clause 104 (m) (3) (&) regarding the need for
following these guidelines.

[rayananda Dissanavake
Eleclion Commissioner

Election Serretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,
Rapagiriva.

Qcteber 7, 2005
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Overall Analysis of Weekend Newspapers (16th February to 30th March)

(Figures are shown in square centimeters and percentaged)

Annexe IV

Newspaper | UPT Candidale UNP VP Helaurumaya | Socialist Front TNA Independents | Other | Unbiased _
Candidate Candidates Articles MNewsan Total
Candidaies
FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO. | UNFE | FAVO, | UNTE
Silirtinin 14781 4654 | 1351 | 1035 ; R 2854934 20560 | 32RAN4A
bl 45 142| o041 oA 0.26 56,43 6.25 100
Iratlt
Vankadecpa 7100 10439 2126 2714 1364 304173 G456 | 347322
% 204 3.02 09 0.78 | 0.39 87.56 5.31 100
| Trndn Diiatta RS 63| 9Ly | 115 a5 4740 154 PTRINES 15463 | 310016
5 20| o003| 306! onae| 115 15 0.05 L sz 495 100
Triddi Lkl 6271 540 | 7152 281 a5m™@ 681 i 388 4658 196854 33678 | 255892
% 245| 02| 2m| am 139 261 0.15 | 0.18 76,93 13.17 100
| Sunday
Ebserier 4175 U ] Jb - 354854 13412 | 375516
% 112 08| om .01 9449 357 100
Sroniday Tomes | 16543 160 2466 il | 031936 | 2HIHSE 577165
% 0.28 | 003 043 0.01 95,63 3.62 100
Spndiy Tslamd 1im3 Bl 1429 475 524 E2B | 3135 17517 | 418512
% . 02| 015 D032| 012| 013 | 033 9468 115 100
Sunday Leader 416 | 7678 | 1744 | 1241 764 | B3955 252043 20776 | 29401575 |
% nag | 262 059 | 042 026 | 285 I B5.72 7.06 100
Mornrag
Leader 11| 1se| 83| 116 193 | 580 105 200303 10962 | 224807
% 005| Da7| 1.06| 005| 09| 026 0.05 | 93.1 4.87 100
Sathding 776 | 23 | 14362 | 8483 1260.5 48 | 1878895 302485 | 2502435
% 308 | 009 575 | AW 0.5 0.03 7508 12.08 100
| Lariks o183 | 679 | 1906 9613 | 15174 80 97312 25856 | 151540
% net | 04a] 138 63| 100 0.0 T 1706 | 100
Iruding 1690 | 3699 | 06512 | 208 21661 164247 | 16678 | 238895
% 07| 135 44| o009 9.07 68.75 15.44 LR
| Raviya 1458 144 1967 2R% T a7 292 TEH 239195 20156 | 266050
% nss | 008 075 | 011 0.20 | 037 | _ 011 | 029 §9.9 7.58 100
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