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REPORT ON THE MONITORING OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EI.EETH}%S

IN THE JAFFNA DISTRICT
lntroduetion

When the government announced s decisinn to hold local government elections in the Jaffna
and Kilinachchi Districts in January 1998, we as eitizens’ organisations which have been
engaged in the monitoring of elections decided ta make an effort to monitor the elections that
were to be held. In principle, we supported the povemment’s efforl reactivate the
democratic process, but al he same time we expressed our serioys concems aboul the extent
t which a free and fair clection would be possible in the conditions that prevaiied i these
areas that were under military control.

PAFEREL and METE have normally orgatised its monitoring aclivitics through the groups
- concerned citizens who Fave vohinteered to undertake these tasks at the community level.
W= realised that in the siluation that existed in Jaffna we could not éxpeet the active
—aet.cipation of citizens in the same manner. Given these constraints, first we had discussions
L+ the Clections Commissioner and the political parties regarding the [leasibility of
weetoring the elections. Doth the Eleetions Commissioner and the political partics sironzly
eed us 10 undertake the monitoring and offered their full support and co-operation.
Eecouraged by these responses, we decided 10 send a delegation to Jaffna to assess the
<e=tion and consider how the monitaring exercise should be organised.

%= were able to make arrangements for a delegation of 6 persons to visit Jaffna and meet
rous leading citizeas and officials. Thereafter a group of 22 persons went to Jaffna and
we== enzaged in monitoring election activities from the 22nd to the 31st of January. Because
* our own limitations and the practical problems we faced we were not able to monitor the
Vatitamam and Killinochehi Pradeshiva Sabha efections. We were able to monitor elections
= the Jaffna Municipal ares, Vadamarachbi, Point Pedro, Velveltithural, Kayis and
Cravakacheheri areas.

Before FElection Day

= the first sommunigque we issued when elections were announced | we dicw attention to he
~=uirictions that were imposed as a result of the security situation and the absence of somc

of the essential pre-condilions for a normal election. We also poinled oul mstances which
may arise whizh would impair the freedom and fairess of the elections. These areas were
s under military administration and the thréat af infiltration by armed LTTE cadres into
iese areas was ever preseat, Consequently the candidates and the voters could be subjected
10 pressure from both sides.

The electoral Repisiers of 1086 which have been certified in 1396 were to be used] for this
clection. From the information available it way clear that the revised registers conlained i
aroe number of voters wha were not presently resident in these areas. (News report Annexl)
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I'he eloctor) Registers ol [UA6 whith e been certiled in 1996 were to be used for this
clection. Trom the infornmbon available it was clem that 1he revised regisiers contalned o
|arge pramberol veters i hooaseed nod I',Il|'E:-'a_"-"I|‘!:-|' resident on these areas  CNGWS Fepurt Annesiin:

he representatives of MERE & PAFFREL mer the candidates of the dilferent politizal
aarlies which were representing the peaple, We asked them for (heir views regarding the
covernment decision fo hold the election, their reasons Tor coming Forward to contesl al this
slection and thair pwn assessment of the extent to which the election would be frec and fair.
The miajority view was that the conditions Tor a free and lair election did not exist as yel,
Nevertheless they falt that they had 10 conie forward lo fepresent the people snce the
suvernmient degidat w hiave the eleetion and since (he Comniissioner of Elections called for

e TTIOn S,

B AREREL/MERE consulted the contesting parties on the feasinifity of the pariies agresmg

4 code of conduet during the eleotions. The ider was. unanimously supporied by the
arties. Thermafter. an asreenient was dralted i consultation with the parties. The agreement
specified the main elements i a wole of conduct which contesting partics musk ohserve (o
snsure @ free and fair clecthon, In was signed by all polilical parties contesting th
eerion and fsened wo the piedin (Annexe 1), The EPTIE however sired the agreement dfler

aating that the first partoof the Agreement weas ol applicable

Fram Tanuary Oth to 12th a group of G persans went (o Jaffia and mel community leaders
order o obtzined Uheir views of the election. Among whom they miet were Christian and
“atholie prigsts, leaders ol Voluntary Organsations and other contmunity Leaders. They also
cot proups of Fisherman, Farmers and Public Servants,

“imost all the persons interviewed expressed the follawing commen views ¢oncerning the

dection:

. I'hey were agreed and believed thi this election will not salve the major problems
they face and (herefare this election was nat appropriate andd also that i1 was not bisel

on any reguests made by them,

. Apart from the parties and (he jeaders af the political proups they did not know the

ol ol (he candidates.

1 The alectaral lists 1o be used for this clechon do nol accurately reflect the actual
popilaion living in (hese areas, There were problems on the use of these lists, as
impersonalion was possitle. A large pumber of voters whise Banmes appesr on these
lists were resiching putside the distmel, such as Killinoehichi, Colomisy or ane abrosd.

Mhose whe were resisiered whilst heing in the distiict wese ol there oow



. When askid whether the Army wonld interfere with the election. they stazed fhar i
TGRR e Indian Pedce keeping forees intnmidated them loovate, but tley el not think

dhat the Aramy it present will iserfere or nfluenee the ¢lection
v few essential matters which ey (hotght shoultd be ettt awithont delay are stated below:

® Tha remowal af land mines (o 1996, 124 persons were ured aned % opersons (sl

their lnhy)

. The provision of Blectreity (Al present Electricity is given every ather day and it 1y
farbidden to use more than 3 Bulbs in a house.

. Transport and Communicaiion difficnliies.

. Tl difficulties taced by the Fisherman and Farmers.

. The inefficiency ol buréducrals,

N The need to start 4 discussion hetween the warming fachions 1o hring about a peaceful
salutio.

few of the people with whom we had discussions, said that even in 2 sl way this coled
< the begineing af the democratic process and as such some shortcomings were ingvilable.

Lmocher seotion of the peaple whom we et vehemently stated thal this election is being held
s becanse the people wanted it, but to sansfy the government's political regquirements anl

sonease (he international community. They requested us to explain the real  grownd
ceation and ask the government 1o postpane the election.

weer aspects which came to our notice in the course of our work and which indicale the
ot of the people and the political nvironment in which the eleetion was taking place are

rritsoned Dabow:

The sovernment wflicials, the voters, the political orgamisations and the candidates that were

soetesting were aware that this eleetion did not have (he approval of the LTTE. Al action
shie by the government and citizens was always uader tight scruliny by the LTTE. The
e of nsecurity and fear of the people were evidenl in their reluctance to speak freely on
S matters. They were alsp anccriain how the LTTE would deal with those whn

sercrmated i the elections and vioted,

B these areas come under the military and as the day wooday activities of the people were

pesrolled by the military, they were cardfill in expressing their ideas ahout the pliary



el 1T Pl e prarnes whe werzsoricesiie ety vl oy muitanp o] s Wi vt
N RS o ISR M ST CEMICETIT A sl penple. They leare tat This might lead o
olenee duriay clevnanss They wet als el ol thecapeeiry of sSucEsTonps I sy e
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o enple sl were s rennles pressed el VIS s Frech g I e e el gl
s ] DRt dy vl by thiein. M ity clesired Ns] i el e e
il gl pesontions and the pestorition af comeditians il they conle! Ll therr

il fives peace ey as ationed civiitins withoul eiag subteet 1o and Ly of armed rule

v was senerally Telt that all guvermsenl offemls who tike part an elechon (rnties would be
cectisd by e L ETE andd (el grave persendl TSk Somne ol then g reeeved Thresieming
srers, Bt ooaur ptomiers el oFtiels wha were gl deterred by these thredls anid whi

cre frtent o performing e duties to e st of 1herr ability,
Flection Propagandi Activities

sonerally Speiking dll contesing parties il gl ppporiumbies (MO e w Intt
- QiU es A AP e vinlirs were meled, The anrin avente af propaganda work

o Pty et e consisted mainly of two cotours exiivhinms e electian symbaols.

o e or M uher gf the gontultisns wwits wor shown Apar Tren Hiese, ianl] amel brlls
o chistrinnied Trom house o house by singie aliviclits e i gromps oF teandividis I
s s Lere Werd it feu Progessions: [ several arens soutll meetings were Tl imstede
dirus. Contesiing parties hud extallished election offices i Rl lown andd all of them
cre el iy therr owe aried seeurily persomnel. The rejectisn of the TULE cunididutes
was contested T ihe gourts, Aceording wo the piting given by the coups thier 1750 wars
epted bt the e they bad to engage in propasanib aetivities wis less than wehat was
Slable o the athers, None-ol their posters or Hags weie geer Lntlthe election iy, Ther

cron orTices wene opened poly civinge the last week,

sithoush he Anny and the Patice had sl the candidates or fheir sappoters froam

Carrvang weapony, Hhe gendsl pubilic bebevac it they, wese COFEY I WS

e though ey helieved that the aléction way nol timely. the uatfieers on eldeim duty

hrar they wontld perfor their duiies.
e 1 serTily roasons, the 424 polling sations, wers promifed] o IR clustiees
Wers List s the ong DT Wy prepind B Do vesisod e 1990 by thee pdshition

00 Vaorers. It owas atleged thal o gl niimbey whir Begune eliwble through g

ction were ol inchiled Tt sk




e L2 the Jaling: Police kad received only 5 complainls. These were also mines
e when compared with the Souther Provinee [agal govermnen) elections. This was
sanisfactory situatioer Although most of the contesting pantics had been enppeed in
e campaigns i the past i thenr discussions with us they said that they would sl an
sxacmle o the South by condacting an election that would be e of acts af violenee and

atron of votery by the contesting marties,

= public offices i Jatfna received instructions 1o be on election duty osly ahout 2 1o 2

Savs prior 10 the elegtion.

we were not able 1o find out whether the LTTE bl issued 2 stateiment expliculy calling

o the people o hoveotl the election. Bt ay stated carlier, several groups mfarmed us that
e LTTE did not approve of the election. As @ resull people were afmnd w participate
wen iy an eleetion detivities. When questioned whether they would cast their votes even just
<o A day prior fo the election their reply was that the deciston will be laken on election
Some persorgs stated that the LTTE would not sabotage the clection bint woel! closely

mch the proplsy paanions.,

¢ Punkuduivu island, 2 EPDP candidates and 9 others were %illed by an LTTE
weraton. But this did oot seem to be part of a campaign o sabotiage the election. Apan
o this there was a vehicle procession in Jaffra Town vtzanised by the EPDE. Some
sesers i this prezession depicied the PLOTE leader on top of some huwman skully and giving
m=ormmation fo the Army,

e 270 and 280 there was @ marked decrease in the mavement of peaple in Jaffna Town
s ncrease i security checks. Many roads were elosed for vehicular traffic. Some political
s comiplaned that because of this their voters were afraid o voie and may not have
s Torward o cast their voles,

S tnsporting adlot boxes and election officials 1 various areas were proceading under
S security on the 28th. On the 28eh night there ways an attack from e sex and one shell
0 acar the Jaffon Kachchiri,

Election Day January 291h
S e 29th framy | oaam. onwardy fora period of 3 hours there was incessant gun fire, and
Sesne the people were. fuiting an attack from the 1TTE, it would have affeeted voter

b the ollving. areas of Jarffna District commenced voting o time on the 2910, the

Munwipal aret started Ede hecmise of the overmieht distur bances:



e seekians Tl fotlow. and sinonises of the reports of she Zooups wh misitered e

eleeimn.
Stonitaeieg i Jallun Muondcipal Avca

Fooner v of oo were assigesed o the Bettna Mnicipal oes Phese grongs. e
i ling ootk 1 19 Clustery, 18 most Dooths there swies e dy B e Sommanee i o

willibz Polling commenced benwesn T80 ome ter [ aom

e arrival ol voters way slaw e morimg arcd i moststatons ooly about 50 soles were

cast dunig the fest hoor. By aboot F200 pean abobit AN = W) vt Tl Bn s

Vevery olling station there were abiaul §oar mane election affivers (Simhaka & Tanif)on
y. A ajority of them were ons ouside sreas. Aboad 1O podice nfficers wire on duty m
cach pollice stationinsude sl ted e sines
some hooths the €N wes alsa present. Wonn PCs were deployed o seareh fontite
ers. ARy persanne] gid e dinies o mner that did not sl e mothe eters &
teel a siiialibe eliwiate har thet Seitens 1 1ake part an the cleenon. Neoeidents of
et o dets of vitdence were reported. Proparandy posters were exhibited By all,
oot the THLE. The BRDEL TEEG and e EPREE trnspored voers whilst the 2100

niwmied Rey Tassk:

e (Hhiervatiins

- There were reports ram atl over that the youtl voters Beve ot heen repisteradl.
- The chsrribation of Polthing Carls was very poor
- On aceount of the sunfire on 28R votng way slow e the morming, but conditems

miprovidd siglicantly by afternon.

- Sy e e bty e destee of voter partieipation as.observad by as, e concluded
ahout SO ol the voler population resident i the Jafeae Mincipal arca wion il

violeel, W Lonled dssiime than ahoom S5 Liat woted.
Paless Stwinny Wenitored

es Mahan Vilyilieyam
o LTl
Schionl
P Lanhes Clolleey

w w £ Dlleey
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Vembih Convent

Pasaiinr Colleee

St Rock College

Navanturai Collepe

Hindu Ladies College

Kantlar Madam Sivaprakasha College
Nayanmarkatin Maheshwara College
Kanagaraiuiam College

Arnvala Trainmg Centre

St John Boseo Collepe

St Mary's Collewe

Mewadhishwara Caollege - Wannmnpanai

Perivamutla Callege

St dames College

Moaitoring of eleetion in the Viclanuenchehi Arvea

nomitor elections 10 Point Pedra and Valvettitheral Municipal Council areas, and the
atamarachchi Pradeshiva Sabha areas, 4 election monitors arrived at Point Pedro on the

mefore the ¢lection.
St half of the G divisions in Madamarachehi were not under the controb of the military.

She 1o securily reasons a number of palling stations werg in one cluster. Duc 1o this reason
e voters had o travel a considerable distanee. It is nod ¢lear whether there was an
ar=nzement W inform the volers in which cluster their putling. station was situated. We
cenved complaints saying thal there were posters which had stated not o vote after 7 pon.
e 281h. These were treated as LTTE posters, The PLOTE leader complained that such
soerers in the Rajagirama, Rattareli, Thumnalai, and Arsadi arcas wis the wark of the EPDP

S thas matter we were not able 10 ablain the views of the EPDP.

T was a4 rumour that a three wheeler went around the PrLPedro town saving that the
TELO is supparting the LTTE.

S cadier Wileratng who was in charge of the Vadamarachehi arca, stated at a discussion that
e was confident that more than half the registered voters will go to the polls.

Se bad held o onumber of soall meetings during, the week preceding the election. These
sectimey were an anempt 1o fosier a free election and to make volers conscious of theis
Seecratic tight 1o exercise their vote; they help in dispelling fear and instilling o sense o1
e dence i the voters, O the 25th & 20th we were able to manitor such a meefing. A
s of ahout S0-75 persons, consisting of males, femades. youth and old people participated
o i meeting. The notice of te meetmg had been given by the Grama Sevaka. This
sese g g opoand Tree forum for discossion of -emerging prohlemsam] for keeping the



people nformed. The Brigadier sand that the present election reminded him of the way the
peonle in the South faced elections in the Jate 19805 He regarded the vore of the people ax
a voele Tor peace. Apact from facilitating the election gl infomming the vofine public the
retramed Fiom any activity 1o mfluence volers sueh ax m thaeir choree of candidites, Thee
mpresston that we gathered was that the Brygadhes sas respocted and hiked By the people aoul

hat they feh that by voting they would win his approval.
Wonitering on Efection Day

On he day of the election our group visiled the PLOTE office. We met the PLOTE Lewler
and group leader tor the Valvettithurai area. On the othice table there were aboul 30 ofhicial
Polling Cards: We swere told that about 60 7 persons whe were there had come 1o complain

al they didl not reeeive cards. They received & complaint af about 1 a.m. that the EPDP
dTCnls were gomg W vole accompanied by the Ariny, But we were nol able w Bl any
vidkenee o suppart this complaint.

order v monitor the Municipdl arca and thie areas belonging o the otlier lwo Pradeshiya
reas. we thvided our gronp mto 2 sactions.,

b Meadeshive Seblas ar Point Pedvo and Vadamaacheht

Chnstian priest guicler our 2 member observations leam. The cluster polling stations

waitored, are asmentioned below :

Farailiva Maha Vidyalayam

Uduppich Ladies College

Vilvetii Tamil Mixed School

Karailiva T hamodarm Vidyalayam
Nelliyach Maha Vidyalayam

Kuranalie Consnalar Vidyalayam
Kataveh Yakur Vinayagar Vidyalayam
Vishveswaram Vidyalayam
MNorth-Central Ladies College

& & =8 & =

weept inane cluster polling booth, we spent ahant 20 10 30 minutes in the other boaths on

soetoning activities, There were aboul 2 W 6 cluster polling hooths.

cncral observations applicable to all these places are viven balow
cach center there were about HQ palice Constables inclusive of WoPLO. This 2roup was
e By g osub-lnspector,. Those: who came o vbte were checked.



We nguired and lTound out that at cach center there were the required number of election
efficily includding those who kiew Tamil and & few puhlic officers fron Jalfm. The olal
mumber of such persons al most centres excecded 200 The Gos, wearite s ol el Dudge
wits also within the center., We were able 1o find ot T [he Police the aumber of voles

willegl From the Caos we weresanle fo bod owl the Tollowinse data ©
| =

. the ot tmber of esidents and the number of registered voters in the arca
L the pimber wha were aver 18, but not ¢ligible to vote
. the pumber who were eligible to vote but who were not resident m the ares

Posters belonging to parties were pasted 1 the vicinity of the center. We observed a peaceful
& orderly atmosphers and people were arriving briskly 1o cast their vole, From 10 aom, 10

VA0 ponn ab every center we vistlied, there were people coming Lo st their vole,

Ahout 150 o 2000 mreters away Crom the center thare were army soldiers and a tew made and
renvale vouth who rdennfied themsalves as lanasaviya Niyanuikas, A Lirge namber of persons
wad not received their polling cards. They were able (o extablish thesr identity through
fentity cards issued by the army or any other acceprable dentification they possessed. The

LS50 checked with s st and certified the registered volers,

. Near the voling cenlres the shops were open and people were walking about normally
aml mohile Army patrols were also operaling.

. According to information received every polling station was opensd at the correct
time and the election officials had arcived al these stations between 6,15 w0 6,40 a.m.

. Two veliicles belonging to PLOTE were seen fransparting volers.

. W chd not see any attempts at impersonation or casting voles by foree; nor did we
receive any complaints about any such atempts.

. Three middle-aged men near the polling Booth al the Hindu mixed school at

Vatlvetlithurai, complametd that army soldiers inquired from them whether they had
caste their vole, One such person was questioned on the road and (he athér oo were
questionedd in their homes. They were Lol that their lingers would he inspected in the
everine. This action was considered by them as forcing them o vote, We were nol
m a4 position w0 vertly this complaint. They made the complunt and went away
without veting, We brought this to the notice of 2 officers on mobile patrol and also
mtormed Brigadier Wimalaratoe, In the areas we montored, twice the mmber ol

persons resident in o the area wore reaistered as voters, A significant number of

persians who were elinble 1o vote after the election in 1986 were non included in the
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Ot of the registered volers living in the area it s dor belief that about S0% did cas! their

YOG,

The dastribution of polling cards did not meet with much suecess becanse at about | pam. on

clecnon day we et & postal peon delivering polling cards,

An SO compliingd o us that as he was not able woapply in tme Tor postal volisg, he
couled not east as voles Some others did not apply thaking thar they could be identified in
e Prncess:

Those who came 10 vote mentioned varnous reasons s 1o why they were monvated to come
and vote, Among he reasons given were the desire o avoid unnecessary trouble, o help

restore peace, to exercise their nght and as a prolest against armed polities,

Vatvertithurai anel Point Pedre Tawn Conneil Ared

v Promcipal of a school acted as interpreter and caide woa wam of 2 monminors in this sirea,

seven pedling stations were monitored as stated helow,

. Veliyuthan Maha Vidyalavam - Pomt Pedra (5 Polling stations were ¢lustered
enrcther)

. Kalladi Romar Cathohie Sehool

. Savapragaza Collese - Mulaipuloli

. Hindu Taml Mixed Schioal - Polikanch

. Veerakkathipillar Maha Vidyalayam - Thoondamanar

. Valvetti Hindo College

Aoz spent aboat one kour at cluster boaths and about alf an hour at ather places.
Velavathan Maha Vidvalayam - Point Pedro

Sowas d cluster center consisting of 8 polling centres, Voling hid commenced by 7 a.m,

clection officialy had wirped up for duty. We noticed @ large numiber of volers coming
virds the center. Especially the womenfolk showed @ preater inferest 1 cast their votes.
0 e over 2060 voles had been east, Two vehicles belonging 1o the PLOTE & EPDP
core seen laadled with people going here and there, We suspected that they were transporting

=T

We Bl discussions with several old and young voters: According (0 them about 25% of the
soran therr area have nol reeetved their poalling cands and abow S0% of the volers wene
wre, They are people who like 1o fead a free lite and that is the reason they came 1o

y protect democracy which is thair right,

1




soenan Catholic Schoal - Kalladi

e hewan e the seheduled e A hirge number of volurs were comine to vore Most
e were wamen, Therd were [wo pollinge St this venue, By 1030 am. abou

0 woters lad e

v dliserssions with the vores it was revealed that ahout 31 of The registered voters had
far places like Colombo, Kandy and overseas and sume byl ot received their poiling
srds. They had come o vole because they wanted 1o lead o free life. They had not received

, threuts from anyone K vote or 10 desist Trom voting.
ssvaprakasha Cellege - Mulaiprilofi

o ol hing hoaths were clustered at this venue, A majorty of the voters had not recelved

S polling cards as told twous by those who e i vote, Alabout L1 m. we mel & prrstitl
o whi was delivering polling eards, When we guestioned him e stated that the addresses
s on palling cards were incorplete el sw such distribuion beeame very difficult. The
er of displaced voters amounted 1 over 50%. Al those with whism we had discussions

s thal they want to leud o free Tife.
o Tamil Mived Schoof - Polikandi

o polling salions were clustersd at this venue, According o the patice officials on duty
st 400 persons had cast their vole by 12 poon. According 1o the villisgers aboul T5% of
= voters were displaced, Some have gong 1o Colomba or abrodd and sone were ving
= jungles of Vavaniya. A large number of youtli did not have @ vote. Must of the persons
who camie o vole were old persans. Even & person wha could not walk was brought to the
o ling station on a bicycle. Normally bicyeles were mot allowed close 10 the booth, bul on

s pecasion a sympathetic soldier Allowed this hicyele 1o go near the booth.

eernkathipiflai Maka Vidvalayam

ere were 3 polling booths. There was a large crow 1o cast their vole. A menther of 4
—tens commmillee was seen urging the volers 1o vole for any party. Hereto most of the
vere hd not received their official polling cards: The Arnty Brigadier had organised

seetings and informed the people aboul how veting 15 tone,
Veleerti Hinda Tamil Mixed School
Ve phserved VOLERS EOing (O vore ina@n enthusiastic manner, We observed (hat the voting, was

widerl secording W caste. Herelo we ohserved a postal penn disinbubing palling cards. We
e 10 bnow thul a large nunher of persons had e thsplaced. -

(N



Coenerad (ibservaliony

In wenerl the valing was peaeelul. From eatly moaning people Miwked pear the polling
sooths. Because of the clister system people had (a walk Tong distances or eycle o the voling
enier. Aol Balf the dumber of repistered volers live Jeft thern places of residency and
et half e aumber now iving i these ancy has wol been registered,

Mhete were a number of youths who had Decame eligible 1o vile for e liest ime i ths
stection. Some of then fad applied i 199697 1o the espective GLUN. W hgive thelr nanes
regisiered, but shill they did nat gel their official polling cards and sa They obtiined the

cecistered number from the (i ML andd came la vote, ©
Vonitoring in the Kats and Vel PSS Areas

 proup cansisting: bl 4 persons momitred these areas, Thewieds covered were

Kayty PSS

. Karninagar Hindu College
. Karninagar Yallan College
. Analaitive Ishand Polling Stafion

Velani PSS
U Namativu Polling Station

The few centres monitored were located in 3 Islands, Travel by sea 1o these islands was
rranged by the Navy. The Navy also arranged the land wansport. We had o resort 1o this
ethod in order tosave and make Maximum use of Time available, But on first appearances,

w possible (hal we were nol seel ay independent observers. But under the circumsiances,

s group hatl e wiher alternalive.
Rarwinagar . Thigparajalt Madhaye Maha Vidyadavam (Hindu Colleee) Polling Centre

¢ monionng e approached mis center al about 12.05 poan. Mr, Paramavath
thramurti {40) a candidlate of the PLOTE complaimed thial amongst the polling Agents of
. EPDP there was ong of their own candlidates and that later the officials removed him.

There had hean no potling Agenlon Fetall of this candidate. The reason fior this was that the

Perty Secrefary bad ol jssuedl the reguired letler.

nire was i clister consisting of 7 anlling hooths, There were palice officers on dui

[ E

Moy provided secirty omside the patling centre. We g 0 keow that-there were Tan

= 2 L

wats o Tamil officer among. them, Women police constabies were on dluty, The




clection officials on dury. In the entive island there were only two palling centres and as such
e vaters had transport difhicnlties. Vaters were trvelhmg m groups i €775 Buses. By

abont 17008 pone about 300 votes had heen cast

Specil mention nust be nade of the et that members of the Kanuagi? Citizens commillee
ihe tormer Charrman Kaodiah  (76) Sunderan Selladural and another person, were
voluririly carrying ol mnmitoring activibes near the polling station. When we guiestioned
et on this matter they stted that dunag the parhinmeatary election of 1994 frauduien
voting took place and moorder 1 prevent these they were performing these duties. Mr.
Kandiah was happy that people come 1o vole antd also bl the mmber of votes cast. One
olher person remarcked that armed  polivical wranns engaped i cormupt activities were
harissing the people in the Island and as such this election should be wken s an apportunity

o register therr protest against such activities.

Voring began at about 8 a,m. There ‘were shortetmmgs in the distribution of polling ciands.
Fer 1 they did not fave this card or their identity cand. they could make use of the identity
st by the Nawy 1o establish their idenvity in arder o cast their vote. Although there were
e election meetings., posters were exhibited by the EPDEL PLOTE TELO and the BPRLE,
Posters were scen even near the polling staton. The EPDEP nd cirried tul i howse W howse

Slechion campatipn
Yarfton Callese Polling Stativn, Kavainagar

here were 3 polling centres at this venue. By about | pon, about 600 had cast their voles.
Posters of the EPDE & PLOTE were seen near the poliing stabion, One Mr, Ginesh who was
wcar the polling station remarcked that ot of all the candidales, 1he people of the areq knew
Ay 4 of them. Out of this 3 were from (he EPDP and one from PLOTE. Most ol il youth

el no wote.

Waleitiva Istand Polling Stafion

about 2,53 pon, We travelled from (he Jeity 1o the polling slation in a hand tracior
nging o the Mavy. By (his time aboul 613 votes had been cast, Althouzh there were

 ravelled forabaut 142 an hour ina muotor powered hoat and arrived at the island centre

20850 registered wolers actually there were only 850 living in the iskand. stated the Grams
adari. Althoueh the highest percentige of votes casl was in 1his arca yet we did nett
wrve the exhibition of any election symbols or of any intimidation of voters, The slectios

als and the police perlurmed their doties whilst the Navy provide] secunty froe

wle. The anly reported incident was when (v underage ehildren were sent fo e podis

=

0 impersanate another voler.

Nsadarasingamani (No. 7 on the sty who wis an EPDI* Candidate sated 5 S

eced i Tetier fronn the LTI threaening him with death on the 160 insiae

12




Expressing his wicws on this clection an EPDP sappoier siated thil this was an oppartunity

o appoint eandidates for them 1o develop the area,
Naiwativa Island Voting Centre

My the tme the menntorine arompoarvived of Thic centre: e Viting timve was over. The
wourily armseemenis were as mentioned earlicrs About I persons whior e o) voleatter

the holios-bomes woerse sealed were not able 16 vale

ANt e was 0o hose 10 house canvassing prapaganda work as been done by ysing
g Posaers of the EPDP and an Independent group (Fish symbol) were seen.

e Semneboanbi Rasiah (72) stansd bt in order to o work amd commimieate aath the
et thas cleetion was iseful. Another voter remarked that the preference vale system
s 2 e confusing when marking the ballot papers,

T e cegntered voters in this Dstand was 3689, A ol of 521 had cast there vote:

el (s ulions

S e people had feared that hecause armed political groaps were confasting tig
S e gt be sonwe use ol foree | there was no imdicition that this had happened.

Lot soncar that the tight seeuriy arrangements madle by the Navy created the conditions

W s the people to vore freely ancd without fear Bun these conditions may have iiso
e comie peaple wehi did not expeet o v, 1o come farward and vote.

S Below are some abservittions made by the monitoring group after discussions with a

e socion of {he people who they were able to interview.

. Dhose persons who had definite political ideas did not use their vate, They stated that
this was because there were no suitahle candidates.

. This was the first local government election in which the youth groups participated.
Peaple were not made aware of the procedure o vale, especially regarding rhe
preferential voling system and this ereated some ditficaltics for them at voling time.

ferential vol ! Filis eremted sone ditficalties for them &l valing 1

. The ahsence of candidmes known to them createc a problem for some.

. Ihe magonty of voters were women and old people,

I+
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Monitoring at the Kayts & Velini 5. Areas

A group of 3 persons left Jalha al about 230 a0 o moniter hese areas, The tollowing
centres were manilored:

S Mary’s College

Karampon Shanmuganatha College

Velanai Sir Vaithilingam Cupmiraswamy College
Karampon Tamil Mixed School

Velanai Gast University College

Ganesha Junior School - Punkuduthiva Island
Punkuduthive Maha Vidvalayam

In the ahove areas voting had commenesd at 830 a.m. The Polling booths were in clusters.
There were police officers at the entrnce and nside the booth, About 200 meters mway,
army personnel were stationed, Peaple who came to vote at polling boath were checked by
the police personnel. I was réported that the required number of election officials were
present at the polling booths. The Grama Niladaris were also present. Only the EPDP had
Polling Agents.

i independent candidate by the name of Guuaseelan and the EPDE were scen distributing
solling cards and encouraging the peoplé to vote. Supporters of the EPDP stated that the
Polling Cards that were not distributet! by the postal authorities were distributed by them.
They had in their possession telephones communication instruments and polling cards.

vt the Karampon Shanmuganathan College, polling had commenced after 8 a.m. A large
sumber of people were waiting in queuss. The majority amongst them were women.

“ear the Karampan Tamil mixed school there were about 200 people waiting to vote. Here
we mel some supporters of the EPDP whom we mel earlier near St.Mary's College. They
were serving soft drinks 1o the voters and election officials.

Ae came to know that at the Sir Vaithilingam Cunaraswamy College by about 1.20 p.m.
Sout 200 votes had been polled, We saw EPDP supporters being Iransported in a small lorry
seaning No. 30-6474, One Mr. Ramamurthi also complained about this. Tt was alleged that
“cv were taking about 30 to 35 persons from booth to booth for the purpose af
mpersonating,

%o met these persons again near the Punkuduthive Maha Vidyalayvam. Here whilst one police
Coer was trying o prevent them entering the booth, another officer was trying to sead them
swayv_ At the end twa security persons of the EPDP eptered the polling booth and allowed

eSS BErsOns o enler;




General (Mhservations
. Some enthusiasm was shown by the people to vole

. There was a complaint to say that the Police Officers of Kayts 0ok part in A social
event organised by the EPDP on the day betore the elections.

s There was 4 large number of persons who were keen to vote bul they had no vote.
. A greater interest o vote was shown by the female voters.
. The most active party in these areas was the EPDP; the other parties appearcd to have

a much lower profile.

. From the responses we recetved we noted that they welcomed (he pppartunity 1o
exercise their right 1o vole and were pleased that a group from the South had caome
to the ares and shown concern for their election, They appeared to be well disposed
(o the armed forces. From their answers we pathered they had little knowledge of the
devolution package. They all exprassed their keen desire to see an end to 1ne present
war and @ relurn o a peaceful lile.

Manitoring in the Chavakacheheri Town Council Area

A*

group of 2 persons were engaged in monitoring this area in the afternoon.

e following polling booths (clusters) were monitored,

. Amimkal Maha Vidyalayam
. Driberg Collepe
. Chawvakachcheri Hindu College

1=

s about 210 pom. we noticed a vehicle No. 9 Sri §100 and a motor eyele parked near the
“hundikuli Girls College. We noticed that the supporters of the EPDP had used these
cehicles to transport volers,

Cavakacheheri Amimakai College Polling Station Numbery 6, 7 & 8

e were ahoul 10 Palice Officers here, The Army personne] were outside the boalhs.
voeez commenced al abau 7,10 a.m, and by abioul 2.45 p.m. the number ol voles casl was

[ MAHEF_[EISTITUTE
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° Driberg College
L Chavakachcheri Hindu College

At about 2.10 p.m. we noticed a vehicle No. 9 Sri 5100 and 2 motor cycle parked near the
Chundikuli Girls Colleze. We noticed that the supporters of the EPDP had used these
vichicles to transport voters,

Chavakacheheri Amimakai College Polling Station Numbers 6, 7 & &

There were about 10 Police Officers here. The Army personnel were outside the booths,
Voling commenced at about 7,10 a.m. and by about 2.45 p.m. the number of votes cast was

760.
Chavakachcheri Driberg College poliing station numbers 9 & 10

There were 1681 registered voters at the No.9 station and by about 3.007p.m. the number
of votes cast was 364, The Polling Agents were present,

At the Na: 10 boath the number of registered volers was 1249 and by about 3.10 p.m. the
rumber of votes cast was 203, There were 4 Polling Agents and 8 election officials. There
were 10 police personnel near the entrance and the Army personnel were stationed away
from the booth.

Chavakachcheri Hindu College Polling Station Numbers 3, 4, § & 11

The number registered in this area as a whole was 4436 and by about 3.30 p.m. about 725
had cast their votes. The reguired number of election officials were present. There were
about 8 - 10 police officials and polling agents who represented 4 political parties. Two
Grama Niladharis and one lady officer were seen encouraging and helping the voters,

About half the number of election officials were from Jaffna & the rest were fram the
Anuradhapura, Ampara & Vavuniya Districts.

General Observalions

At 2]l these polling stations the number of volers we observed were aged and women. They
comprised about 80% of those who came to vote. The participation of youth was low whilst
e females participation was very noticcable.

Srom Chavakacheheri to Jaffna the road was guarded by the security forces. By about 4.43
o.m. the ballot boxes were transparted to Jaffna.

I7



‘The Army, Navy & Police officers and their supporting statf were immensely supportive and
helpful, especially Brigadier Meselis, Bagadier Wijeratne, Capl, Kulasooriya and Mr.
Ranasinghe of the Navy. Al the sscunity personal the Grama Niladaris in the areas in which
we worked gave s their sssteted cooperation.

We are ale srwsfel s ol Swse who provided us with food and accammodation and other
facilities such == Telegienes & Translators,

Abowe 2 Sie sy roup felt that the co-operation and friendliness with which they
wer _wt seorie in these areas was itself a rewarding experience and that they
woui 3 seck with them this positive message Lo the citizens in other areas.

= 138




Jaffna Local Government Elections held on 29. 01. 98

Namber .E}'Z N o SoTEolinafts ! N aaePallife)

Jaffna MGC B2.667 67 19
Velvettiturai UC 11,128 . 0B 04
Pointpedro UC 12,721 09 03

~havakachchel UG 14,802 11 03

Kayts PS 30,340 23 07

Delft PS 4,208 03 03

Veinal PS 31,199 . 24 07

Jzligamam West PS5 37,746 27 05
/zligamam North  PS 53,697 40 ’ 08
‘=izsmam South- west  PS 41,856 a2 06
‘zigamam South PS5 41,444 29 08
Jzligamam East  PS 54,386 4 10
yzicamam West PS 45,214 a4 09
“~avakachcheri PS 39,871 33 0o
Nallur 32814 19 06

Point Pedro
: chﬂal nalli

Fasaintal

No. of registered voters 571, 486 ( according to 1986 up-dated voters register
Present population: Families - 140,222 Population - 470, 186
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ELECTON OBSERVERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN JAFFNA
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION 1998

. Mr. Wimal Fernando (National Coordinator , MFFE)
2. Mr. Udaya Kaluputhirana —

. Ms. Sunila Abeysekara

1 Mr. T. P Murugiah

5. Mr. K. Adhavan )

6. Mr. §. G. Punchibewa

7- Ms. Sumana Ariyadasa

8. Mt P S. Gunawardaua. 5

0. Mr. K M. Gunarathna |1 ¢ &
10.  Mr. S. Sunil Shantha =17

[1.  MrR.B Herath Banda “' ©

12 MrS.H Y DeSilva Husror Letn nalewe &eun

13 Mr. D. Gamini Dic Silva - {Iz.'i. Fek, -11:'_':" Thle
14, M=t N.A. Cyril - . 5.0
Okt ralyes loisivae

15. I\'{S.WM AﬂilﬂFﬂmnﬂdG {.ﬂ'ﬁ‘"“luﬂ"'i f
6. MrW.R.D.Jinasena _ £.-C &
I7. Mr Alloy Devasagayam - ¢ S &

18, M A M Macan Mamear: | S FFRE

19. M: S. Patuwana Vithana [edles 2 q_:u. Loferies {oge flwe
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